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Arctic Slopestope Village of Nuiqsut
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NUIQSUT - WhatWh:1tWh1t: started out as a tiny tent, sitesite-
slightly

site-
slightlyslightly more thanthm: a yeary ar ago has rapidly emerged toto-

become

to-

becomebecome the third largestlalget$ village in the Arctic Slope regionregiollregioll-

and
region-

andand this timetim it looks like it'sits'' here to stay .

Sometime in June , residents of Nuiqsut will mov *.,

into their permanent hornedhomes ,,

ending a year of many hardhard-hard-
shi

hard-
ships

¬-

shipsshi ps .

Located approximately 140140-
miles

140-
milesmiles east of Barrow , villagevillage-

residents
village-

residentsresidents hope'hope' to have comcom-com-
pleted

com-
pleted

¬-

pleted thirty permanpntpermanntpermal1Jf1> thomeshomes ,

a school , post office , hospitalhospital-
and

hospital-
andand a store by the endendofof thethe-

summer
the-

summersummer..

Once a thriving village , thethe-
community

the-
communitycommunity was abandoned inin-
the

in-
thethe winters years'years' ago , becausebecJusebecJuse-
there

because-
therethere was no school..

Now ,

however ., the people are rere-rere-
turning

re-
turning

¬-

turning to Nuiqsut.. In April
1973 Joe Ash departed fromfrom-
Barrow

from-
BarrowBarrow with his wife and fourfour-
children

four-
childrenchildren .

With him , was RaymondRaymond-
Ipalook

Raymond-
IpalookIpalook and his family . TheThe-

meT

The-

metmenmeT) selected the site for thethe-
site

the-
sitesite for the new village on highhigh-

ground
high-

groundground about eight milesffilles upnverupriverupnver-
of

upriver-
ofof the original village . ApAp-Ap-
proximately

¬.-

proximately a month later ,.

eighteen familiesfa 1111 lies came andand-
erected

and-
erectederected tents .

During the winter , conditions

were not easy . ResidentsResidehtsResidents livinyhVl/1ghVl1gIrvinghVl1g-

tn

Irving-

in
/

tnin tents braved 75 milemdemdeperper-per- hourhOllrhOllr-
winds

hour-
windswinds and temperatures dipping "'
to 50 degrees below lCrozerocro . WhenWhen-
school

When-
schoolschool opened in the fallfdll , tentstelltents-
became

tsts-
becamebecame classrooms duringdunng thethe-
day

the-
dayday and homes at nfghtnightn ght..

VillageVilage:! women were teachers .

Supplies are not easy to get , andanand-
expensiveexpensive when available . TheThe-
village

.
village is currently out of dciseldeiseldeisel-
which

deisel-
whichwhich is badly needed to heat -

homes and run equipment thatthat-
is

that-
isis used to build an airstrip .

A boat bought recentlyrecent!}' inin-
Fairbanks

in-
FairbanksFairbanks for $800800$ was returnedreturned-
when

returned-
whenwhen it was discovered that thethe-
cost

the-
costcost of shipping it to NuiqsutNuiqsut-
would

Nuiqsut-
wouldwould be $14441444$ 1444 .

Currently there arearc 200:' 00 rereore-rere-
osidents

re-

sidents
¬-

sidents determined to make thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage their permanent humchonwhomyhonw-
In

homy-

InIn June when their homes a1iia '

completed they will celebraicelebra . .,

withwithaa community Open House .

As plans were being comconscom-
pleted

cons-
pletedpleted , one youngster innocII1noc-II1nocinnoc-II1no-
cenlly

innoc-
ently

¬-

entlyenlly asked , "What'sWhats" '' an opcrOpCIopenopen-

house
'>

house? "


