
"II"' / Havellave Learned-LearnedLear.ned-Lear.nedLearned-
Eskimo

Lear.ned-
Eskimo

Learned-
Eskimo

. "-
Eskimo People Impress New York Writer

By MICHAEL T.KAUFMANTKAUFMANT . KAUFMANKAUFMAN-
The

KAUFMAN-
TheThe New York TimesTimes-

NEW

Times-

NEWNEW YORK - SometimeSometime-
early

Sometime-
earlyearly in April my editor at TheThe-
New

The-
NewNew York Times , where I workwork-
asas a reporterreporter-askedreporterasked, "asked1asked1lsked"<- ' me if II-

wanted
I-

wantedwanted to go to cover a whalewhale-
hunt

whale-
hunthunt in Point Hope , AlaskaAla ka . ItIt-
seemed

It-
seemedseemed that James Buckley , ourour-
senator

our-
senatorsenator here in New York ,, hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen invited by the village , andand-
my

and-
mymy assignment was to accomaccom-accom-
pany

accom-
pany

¬-

pany him .

I was tremendously excited .

I hadhadnevernever been north of MonMon-Mon-
treal

Mon-
treal

¬-
treal and I could hardly imagineimagine-
aa landscape of endless ice and aa-

night
a-

nightnight of constant sun .
1I mademade-

some
made-

somesome phone calls andandobtainedobtainedobtained-
the

obtained-
thethe veryverycry kind consent of thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra Times , the senator'ssenatorssenJtor'ssenJtorssenJtor's-
host

senator's-
host

'

host ,, to make the ,. trip..
Now 1I am "backbackback-herebackhere"

a k.herekhere.-here in NewNew-

York
New-

YorkYork . The temperature is inin thethe-
high

the-
highhigh eighties and the traffic jamsjams-
are

jams-
areare fierce . I have been back aa-

little
a-

littlelittle more than a week and yetyet-
in

yet-
inin a wayyvay II am not back at all..
My memories still wander backback-
to

back-
toto the wonderful week IIspentspentspent-
camped

spent-
campedcamped out on the ice of thethe-
Chukchi

the-
ChukchiChukchi Sea with Seymour Tuz-TuzTuz-
royluke

Tuz-
roy'lu

Tuz-
roylukelis

-

roylukeroy'luroyluroylukelis' e , his) family and his crew .

Perhaps the readerseaders( of thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra Times might bee interest-interestintereste-
p1

interest-
e.d

interest-
eJ

-

ep1e.dedeJ. in my impressions . FirstPirst off ,
1I olightollghtought to Confess, , with somesome-

embarrassment
some-

embarrassmentembarrassment , that before II-

went

I-

wentwent I knew next to nothingnothing-
about

nothing-
aboutabout the Arctic and the life ofof-
the

of-
thethe Eskimos .

Like many , if not most ofof.lI-
s

oflI-
s

of.lIs-

here
.
usus-

herehere in the lower 48 , I1 vaguelyvaguely-

assumed

vaguely-

assumedassumed Eskimos lived in igloos .

In the same vague way I believedbelieved-
the

believed-
thethe Eskimos were similar in theirtheir-
culture

their-
cultureculture to the Indianslndians of thethe-
Southwest

the-
SouthwestSouthwest with whom I hadhad-

s'me
had-

somesomes'mesme( ' minimal contact..
I humbly

'
. -. " - -.

.
,;,

. . ,

apologize for my ignorance . II-

know
I-

knowknow now that the differencesdifferences-
among

differences-
amongamong nativesnati'YesnatiYes' peoples are asas-
great

as-
greatgreat and as significant as thosethose-
among

those-
amongamong , say , Frenchmen , GreeksGreeks-
and

Greeks-
andand Englishmen .

Obviously , spending a weekweek-
among

week-
amongamong a people doesdocs not qualifyqualify-
meme as an expert..

I am ( thankthank-
God

thank-
GodGod ) not an anthropologist or aa-
sociologist

a-
sociologistsociologist.. II was not studyingstudying-
my

studying-
mymy hosts .

I was living withwith-
them

with-
themthem . But I am a man and asas-
such

as-
suchsuch I do form impressions ..

The strongest of these had toto-
do

to-
dodo with the cooperative spiritspirit-
that

spirit-
thatthat I observed . NotNot once waswas-
an

was-
anan angry wordwordspokenspoken . At timestimes-
things

times-
thingsthings were tense and frustrating .

In an incredible drama that 1II-

was
I-

waswas fortunate enough to witness ,
Mr . Tuzroyluke , harpoonedharpoonedaa

bowhead . It was a big one . ButBut-

as

But-

asas his crew wjthwith the help ofof-
another

of-
anotheranother tried to paddle the hugehuge-
beast

huge-
beastbeast to shore , the harpoonharpoon-
worked

harpoon-
workedworked loose and the whale sanksank-
to

sank-
toto the bottom .

If a similar disaster had besetbeset-
the

beset-
thethe people I live and work with ,

there would have been muchmuch-
cursing

much-
cursingcursing and screaming and peopeo-peopeo-
ple

peo-
ple

¬-

ple would try to blame eacheach-

other
each-

otherother.. Out there on the iceice-

there
ice-

therethere were no recriminations .

Instea'dInstead' there was work .
1I hudhadhad-

hoped
had-

hopedhoped to be of some help , butbut-
learned

II-

learnedlearned quickly that I had nonenone-
of

none-
ofof the skills neededneededandand thatthat-
the

that-
thethe best thing I could do waswas-
keep

was-
keepkeep out of the way of thosethose-
who

those-
whowho worked through the nightnight-
to

night-
toto claim the whale from thethe-
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BottomIJ ott om. LateLatefLatefILate,; I didd d join somesomsome-
ofof the men in tuggingUgg ng the raised

. 50-ton50tonSO.tonSOton-. whale uppionp'onpon'onon'
th.ethetlw. ice andndndt-

hat
and-

thatthat made mem , feel goodgo d . I waswas-
probably

was-
probablyprobably thetnel;, weakest ofdf thethe-
tuggers

the-
tuggerstuggers but mVm hosts good nat-natnat-
uredly

nat-
uredly

nat-
uredly

-

uredly cheeredcheerecheers my efforts . ThenThen-
when

Then-
whenwhen the cuttingcuttcut , n and portioningportportioning-
of

oningoning-
ofof tliethe 'whalewhale' tookstook('tooktook' place I justjust-
sat

just-
satsat and-marvefedandmarvefedand.marveledandmarveledand-marveledmarveled-. at the way thethe-
entire

the-
entireentire village seemed'seemed' ., to be inin-inin-
volved

in-
volved

¬-

volved. The good luck of oneone-
crew

one-
crewcrew tyrnedtlJrnedturned, out.out. to be ., goodgood-
luck

good-
tucklucktuck for everyoneeveryone .

The secontiseconttsecondseconttobservationobservation isis-

probably
'

probably a cliche.iltclicheiltclIcheclichet. i
; ItIt has to dodo-

with
do-

withwith the endurance and fortiforti-forti-
tude

forti-
tude

¬-

tude of the people . I arham 3636-
years

66-
ii years old , and though I smokesmbke aa-

packreasonablyJreasonablyi, pack a day , 1I am in reasonably
Ji goodgoodIgoodshapeI' shape ., But the youngestyoungestyoungest-

child
youngest-

childchild in Mr . Tuzroyluke'sTuzroylukes' camp ,

his seven-year-oldsevenyearoldsevenyearIseven-year-sevenyear- --<> I t< daughter , Lisa ,

put me to shame . Where others ,

who slept less than I did , couldcould-
run

could-
runrun easily , 1I huffed and puffed

,
,

trying , to keep up .
'

I also held thethethesomewhafsomewhatsomewhafsomewhaf-
dubious

somewhat-
dubious

:

dubious distinctiondistinction of being thethe-
only

'

only one in the party to fallfall-
through

fall-
throughthrough the ice . That happenedhappened-
just

happened-
justjust after the whale was har-harhar-
pooned

har-
pooned

har-
pooned

-
, pooned and in my excitementexcitement-
toto record the drama on file , II-

didn't
I-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' watch where I was stepstep-step-
ping

step-
ping

¬-

ping . 1I ended upuptip waist-deepwaistdeepw'aist-deepw'aist' -- andand-
very

and-
veryvery embarrassed - also veryvery-
cold

very-
coldcold. Later while my clothesclothes-
were

clothes-
werewere drying I was teased withwith-
good

with-
goodgood humor by the crew . ByBy-
that

By-
thatthat time I realized 1I had eses-eses-
caped

es-
caped

¬-
caped frostbite and I joinedjoined-
inin the laughter .

And that brings me to anothanoth-anoth-
er

¬-

er point.. LaughterJaughteraughterj., . There waswas-
an

was-
anan awful lot of itit.. Laughteraughter jsis

, ' , . . 'II' jj-

thethe pleasantest human soundsounsound .,

I knowkn9wknpw and it did a great dealtdeal tt-
warm '.

. warm my spirits .
.',' !

. One morennomo'emoeo ' point *;. The '
cljii-

ldren
c iIitit-

dreg
,

. drendreg . Everywhere I went in thethe-
village

( t

village , they wouldwouldcomecome andacidaacid-
talk

dd-
'talktalk'talk' and pjayplayplaywithwith me . One bcjybqybc y ,

CarlyCarlRock , who was four ,. Showhowshow-
ed

'

ed meme how he drop kicks cajiscacallss ,

ThencallsThenI kicked. Then we playedplayqdplaygd ,

justjustplaygdjust'.,. as if we hadh d been friends-
for

friend-
forfor years . It camecame time for him-

toto go . He asked me if he could-
kisskiss me . ItI t was a kiss given inin-
beautiful

in-
beautifulbeautiful innocence ,.

I will never-
forget

neve-
forgetforget itIt.. The childrenchildr n were u'n-
afraidr

u'n-
afraid

sirssir-
safraid

' -

afraidrafraid , delightful , shining likelike-
candles

like-
candlescandles . They were the way allall-
children

llll-

childrenchildren should be . Here atat-
home

at-
homehome , they are not always likelik-
ethat

like-
thatthat.. ', >' '

Finally , I'dId'' like to publicly-
expressexpressexpress myI\YIY)\' gratitude to the Tuz-
roylukes

Tuz-
roylukes'and

.

roylukesTheyfedroylukes'androylukesandand their friendsfrieJ1ds ,.
,

They
fed me , kept me warmwatm , humoredhumored-
meme , gracipuslygraciously put up withwithmymymy-
sometime

my-

sometimesometimessometimesometimesometime'stupid'-stupid
s-

tupid' stupid questions .

They taught, me more I thinkthink-
then

think-
thenthen I hayehave learned in any singlesingle-
week

single-
weekweek of my life . And probablyprobably-
most

probably-
mostmost importantimpdrtant , byy their obviousobvious-
love

obvious-
lovelove and devotion for each otho1h-o1hoth-otho1h-
er

oth-
er

¬-
er , for , their neighbors , they'they'they-
rescued

they-
rescued

'
rescued me from a severe boytboutbobout-
of

tt-

ofof cynicjsmcynicsm) . Just when I waswas-
thi1nking

was-
thiinkingthinking1thi1nkingthiinking' th'atthattnat' the technology1technology ' ofof-
the

of-
thethe twentieth centurycenttlry, was eraseras-eras-
ing

eras-
ing

¬-

ing all human values , at a timetime-
when

time-
whenwhen I could see all about meme-
signs

me-
signssigns of moral decay andandcorrup-andcorrupandcorrup-
tion

,
corrupcorrup-corrup-

tion
¬-

tion , they lifted my spirits andand-
made

and-
mademade me proud to be human .

Even though I was just a visitor ,

their graciousness made me feelfeel-
welcome

feel-
welcomewelcome in the human race .

II-

thank
I-

thankthank them for that..


