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NONDALTONNONDAL TON , Alaska - InIn-InIn-

variably
In-

variably
¬-

variably , we are faced with newsnews-news-
paper

news-
paper

¬-

paper reporters who fail to givegive-
aa true picture of our village andand-
the

and-
thetiiethe people and what they reallyreally-
think

really-
thinkthink.. The latestlat st suchsuchreportreportreport-
appeared

report-
appearedappeared in Anchorage DailyDaily-
Times

Daily-
TimesTimes , April 22 , 1974 . TheThe-
story

The-
storystory held infinite errors muchmuch-
of

much-
ofof it based on a film , "NoNo" MoreMore-
Fish

More-
FishFish ,:"' which was shown at thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage school , while otherot her statestate-state-
ments

state-
ments

¬-

ments came from Don NielsenNielsenjNielsenj-

Dillingham
(,

Dillingham host , who is not aa-
native

a-
nativenative of (thehe village . The WashWash-Wash-

ington
*.-

ington visitors remained in thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage one and a quarter hours .

During this time the reporterreporter-
interviewed

reporter-
interviewedinterviewed the Nondalton CoCo-CoCo-

op
Co-

op
¬-

op personnel , sat in on the 4545-
minute

45-
minuteminute filmmm , walked to and fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe airstrip , ten minutes fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe village , yet had time to givegive-
an

give-
anan elaborate account of ourour-
pros

our-
prospros andan cons relative to thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska pipelinepipel nc hire and acceptaccept-accept-
ance

accept-
ance

¬-

ance , welfarewelf3Te benefits in thethe-
communHy

the-
communitycommunitycommunHy , our economic opop-opop-
portunities

op-
portunities

-¬-

portunities and even our failurefailure-
atat commercial salmon fishing .

It is no\nonotnotrueno \; true that we , NativesNatives-
of

Natives-
ofof this community , decline toto-
york

to-
work\yorkyork\;work on the Alaska pipeline .

Right now wewehaveJiave-havehave- 53 menmen-
ready

men-
readyready , able and willing to go toto-
the

to-
thethe NorthNortb Slope . All we ask isis-

the
is-

thethe nod from the employers thatthat-
we

that-
wewe are needed . Four Off ourour-
youth

our-
youthyouth have already been emem-emem-
ployed

em-
ployed

¬-

ployed . Others are waiting .

We embrace the ' BLM fire-firefire-
fighting

fire-
fighting

fire-
fighting

-
fighting. It has become a means

of livelihood now that BristolBristol-

BayBay commercial fishing is somesome-some-
thing

some-
thing

¬-

thingthingofof the past.. As for welfarewelfare-
money

welfare-
moneymoney being distributed amongamong-
families

among-
familiesfamilies in this community , that ,

my friends , is a lot of "bunkbunk"
.
"

No one receives "welfarewelfare"" " inin-

Nondalton
in-

NondaltonNondalton unless we take intointcinintc-
account

tete-
accountaccount those families that keepkeep-
children

keep-
childrenchildren for attending. schoolschool-
purposes

school-
purposespurposes .

Our 'peoplepeople' believe in work .,

AnyAnyopportunityopportunity , or project ,

that offers us some kind of rere-rere-

imbursement
re-

imbursement

¬-

imbursement cannot go unchalunchal-unchal-
lenged

unchal-
lenged

¬-

lenged . InI n an area , as remotereremote-
from

motemote-
fromfrom a large city as is NondalNondal-Nondal-
ton

Nondal-
ton

¬-

ton , the employment opportuopportu-opportu-
nities

opportu-
nities

¬-

nities are few . Projects , whenw.hwhwhen-
granted

. nn-
grantedgranted , last but two or threethree-
weeks

three-
weeksweeks . Each family member thenthen-
takes

then-
takestakes turn at work in order forfor-
aU

for-
allallaU to be given the opportunityopportunity-
toto earn a few dollars . NeitherNeither-
are

Neither-
areare the salary scales in the vilvil-vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

¬-

lages to be compared to thosethose-
wa'ges

those-
wageswafceswa'geswages' paid in larger cities . A
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to $3.503.50350$ .. , especially in Alaska ,
is not very high .

Then we must consider thethe-
high

the-
highhigh prices paid for living essenessen-essen-
tials

¬.-
tialstiaJs in the village . Every poundpoundbroughtbrought into our village has a
16 cents/IbcentsIbcents/lblbcen ts/lbtslb/ . price tag attachedattached-
toto it in airfreight alojiealo/1ealo1ealope/ . TheThe-
conception

The-
conceptionconception of meat and fishfish-
being

fish-
beingbeing . had for nothing in ourour-
village

our-
villagevillage is false .

At $1.651.65165$.. toto, $2.00/gal2.00gal$2.00200gal$ . / .. forfor-
gasoline

for-
gasolinegasoline and great distancesdista.nces. withwith-
snowgos

with-
snowgossnowgos , knocks this mislead inin-
the

in-
thethe head ., With mentioned jobjob-
opportunities

job-
opportunitiesopportunities and prices as theythey-
are

they-
areare , do you believe that ourour-
people

our-
peoplepeople would deny themselves ,
the riches of $700-$800$700700$800800$ --$$ a week?

The comment , ififmademade byby-
one

by-
oneone of our residents , "AllAll" thethe-
State

the-
StateState of Alaska ever gave us isis-
flush

is-
flushflush toilets in the school ," mustmust-
have

must-
havehave been uttered by someonesomeone-
lost

someone-
lostlost to reality .

Statements , similar in slanslan-slan-
der

slan-
der

¬-
der , are wedges that split up

the people of Alaska . And comcom-comcon-concom-
ing

con-
ing

¬-

inginterpretationfrom natives its interpretainterpreta-¬-
tion becomes more devastating .
Where , else but in this state , is aa-
village

a-
villagevillagepopulationour size

,of 200 populapopula-¬-
tion able to employ two teacherteacher-
aids

teacher-
aidsaids , two bi-tingualbitingualbHingualbi-linguallingual- instructors ,
two cooks , a custodian and threethree-
adult

three-
adultadult vocational education inin-inin-
structors

in-
structors

¬-

structorsparttime, allill! natives and part-partJ' rt-rtrt-
time

-

time employees , besides fourfour-
classroom

four-
classroomclassroom teachers andandaa principrinci-princi-
pal

princi-
pal

¬-
pal in a schoolschooJ ofof7272 studentsstujents?

Does mentioned picture indiindi-indiindi-
cate

indi-
cate

¬-

cate that the State of AlaskaAlaska-
has

Alaska-
hashas forgotten us ?

Sure , we would like to havehave-
steady

have-
steadysteady employment where wewe-
could

we-
couldjustlikecould be with our families justju tt-
likeIik6like in any other American comcom-com-
munity

com-
munity

¬-

munity . But for us this is notnot-
possible

not-
possiblepossible .

YetY t , given an opportunityopporturtity ,
we shall attempt to do our bestbest-
to

best-
toto support our families .

- Submitted by the peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

¬-

ple ofNondnltonNondaltonNond lton)


