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1974-
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Dear

99701-

DearDear Mayor Carlson :

ItTiasIt'1It1Itas'Kas recently come to myat-myatmyat-
tention

myat-
tention

-.

tentiontentiori that FairbanksFairbilnks ' very finefine-
library

fine-
librarylibrary program Is under scrutiscruti-scruti-
ny

scruti-
ny

¬-

ny byby' your Borough Assembly .
My interestInterestInin library programsprograms-
dates

programs-
datesdates from the seventh sessionsesessionsion ofof-
the

of-
thethe Alaska legislature , when II-

served

I-

servedserved as administrativeadmir\istratlveadmiristratlve\ assistantassistant-
toto the HouseHoose of RepresentativesRepresentatives-
Health

Representatives-
HealthHealth , Welfare , and EducatipnEducatignEducationEducatign-
Committee

Education-
CommitteeCommittee . It was then that II-

rea

I-

realizedrealizedrea IIzed that libraries , particuparticu-particu-
larly

particu-
larly

¬-

larly mIn Alaska , .mustmust., be innovaInnova-Innova-
tivp

innova-
tive

¬-

tivetivp. and aggressively "out-reach"outoutreach" - "
in their orientationorrentatlon if they areare-
actuallyto

are-
actually'toactually'toactuallytoactually/toactuallyto'/ provide a communitycommul'1itycommul1itycommul'1ity-
service

community-
service

'
service . OtherwiseOth rwlse , libraries herehere-
provide

here-
provideprovide minimal return to thethe-
community

the-
communitycommunity on its tax dollarsdollars-
and

dollars-
andand no return to most of itsItS-

citizens
its-

citizenscitizens . To many of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
people

Alaska's-
people

'

people libraries are a foreignforeign-
institution

foreign-
institutioninstitution , and to many moremore-
they

more-
theythey havehavenever'nevernever-never'-never offered any realreal-
service

real-
serviceservice .

No library in the state , to mymy-
knowledge

my-
knowledgeknowledge (and I imagine ratherrather-
few

rather-
fewfew in the nation ) , attempts toto-
reach

to-
reachreach so many in the communitycommunity-
asas your own . While most commucommu-commu-
nity

commu-
nity

¬-

nity libraries advance into thethe-
community

the-
communitycommunity only by bookmobookmo-bookmo-
bile

bookmo-
bile

¬-

bile , yours has moved on allaall-
fronts

III-
Ifrontsfronts . Some of these effortsefforts-
should

efforts-
shouldshould perhaps be regarded asas-

Intenm
as-

interiminterimIntenm ones , primarilyprrmarrly intendedIntended-
to

intended-
toto present the library to an unauna-una-
ware

una-
ware

¬-

ware or skeptical public as aa-

communrty
a-

communitycommunitycommunrty service in a personalpersonal-
sense

personal-
sensesense . Some you rnaymay eventuallyeventually-
conclude

eventually-
concludeconclude are inappropriateInappro pr iate forfor-
libraries

for-
librarieslibraries - but give librariesIlbrarr s timetime-
to

time-
toto assume a new shape that thethe-
community

the-
communitycommunity will accept and use .

.
If libraries are to remain (oror-
perhaps

or-
perhapsperhaps more appropriately "bebe"be-"be-
come

"be-
come

" -¬-

come" ) vital community instiInstlinsti-insti-
tutions

¬.-

tutionstutlons , they must convince thatthat-
they

that-
theythey bringbrrng tools indispensableindIspensable-
forfor the average citizen - and ,

equally important , that, theythey-
offer

they-
offeroffer a receptacle for communicommuO/-commuOcommuni-commuO-
ty

communi-
ty / ¬-

ty knowledge., In short , if liIIli-lil-
ibraries

¬.-

brariesbrarres don'tdont' function as comcom-com-
munity

com-
munity

¬-

munity clearingc-.learingc-learing. houses and cen-cencen-
tirs

cen-
ters

-.

tirstill'StillSters' ,. they'retheyre' not functioningfunctloO/ngfunctloOng/ . II-

believe

I-

believebelieve that the 'FairbanksFairbanks' lili-lil-
ibrary

l-
ibrary

¬-

brary aspires to altallal . thisth1s , and hashas-
ajvanced

has-
advancedadvancedajvanced considerably furtherfurther-
toward

further-
towardtoward attaining it than anyany-
library

any-
librarylibrary inrn the state .

Now ,
I understand that thethe-

assembly's
the-

assembly'sassembly'sassemblys'' current explorationexploration-
isis focused on the personality ofof-
your

of-
youryour library director - a perper-perper-

spective
per-

spective
¬-

spective which I would encourencour-encour-
age

encour-
age

¬-

age the assembly to broaden .

While I think it is indisputableindisputable-
thatthat the growth your librarylibraryI-
Sis experiencing is directly rereore-rereo-

latable
re-

latable
*-

latable to Ms . Gavin , I believebelieve-
that

believ-
ethatthethatthatthethat-thethatthe-thethe.the-. approachIIpproa h the assemblyassembly-
would

assembly-
wouldwould most profitably take isI-
Sthat

is-
thatthat of evaluating your 'librarylibrary'library-
program

'library-
program

'

program. And to do this , feelfeel-feel-
Ings

feel-
ings

¬-

ings of those in theth! communitycommunitys-

hOuld
community-

shouldshould be directly heard by thethe-
assembly

the-
assemblyassembly . I would hope that thethe-
assembly

the-
assemblyassembly will also take cognitog-togcogni-tog-
zance

cogni-
zance

",¬-

zance that librariesIIbrarres across thethe-
nation

the-
nationnation are of necessitynecessity in thethe-
process

the-
processofprocessprocessofprocess-ofprocessof-ofof- assumingassu mrng a new ideniden-iden-

tity
iden-

tity
¬-

tity withw th the customary tensionstensions-
and

tensions-
and

'-awkwardness
a-

wkwardness'
and awkwardness of change andand-
that

and-
thatthat the Fairbanks libraryIItlrary is mm-mm-
the

m-
the

"'-*- ' .'

the forefront of that movement..
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It1 hope that my writing , as aa-

citizen
a-

citizencitizen of another Alaska city , isI-
Snot

is-
notnot regarded as presumptuous .

What has prompted me to writewrite-
is

write-
isis my view that your library andand-
our

and-
ourour own borough'sboroughs' health dede-dede-
partment

de-
partment

¬-

partment are the two finest mumu-mu-
nicipal

mu-
nicipal

¬-

nicipal services currently offeredoffered-
inin the state ,. t apologize for thethe-
length

the-
lengthlength of this letter , and hopehope-
that

hope-
thatthatthatits-itsits.its-. length does notnotprecludenotpreclude-
sharing

preclude,preclude-
sharingsharing withwith the as'sernblyassernblyassemblyassenib' y .

My very best .wisheswishes., wishes for aa-

productive
a-

productive
a

productive review toyby the assemassem-assemassem-

bly
assem-

bly
¬-

bly.

Sincerely ,

Duncan LL.. ReadRead-
P.S

Read-
P.S

Read-
P.SP.SPS. . If it neednEled be stated ,. I barelybarely-
know

barely-
knowknow Ms . Gavin , and am notnot-
prompted

not-
promptedprompted to write by my perper-per-

sonal
per-

sonal
¬-

sonal concerns for her .
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-.
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