
Community ActionActi n AgenciesAgencies-

To

'

To Continue Under HEW
The House of RepresentaRepresenta-Representa-

tives
Representa-

tives
¬-

tives , on May 29 , approved legleg-leg-
islation

leg-
islation

¬-

islation to continuecontinue'CommunitycontinueCommunitycontinue'Community-
Action

'CommunityCommunity''Action Agencies such as RurALRurAL-
CAP

RurAL-
CAPCAP through a new agency inin-
the

in-
thethe Department of Health , EdEd-EdEd-
ucation

Ed-
ucation

¬-

ucation and Welfare .

The overwhelmingoverwhelming vote of
331 to 533 surprised most exex-exex-
perts

ex-
perts

¬-

perts in Washington and couldcould-
very

could-
veryvery well cause President NixonNixon-
to

Nixon-
toto re-evaluatereevaluate-- his stated opposiopposi-opposi-
tion

opposi-
tion

¬-

tion to OEO/CommunityOEOCommunity/ AcAc-AcAc-
tiontype

Ac-
tiontype

¬-

tion-typetiontype- programs .

The new legislation , as propro-propro-
posed

pro-
posed

¬-

posed by the House , is entitledentitled-
the

entitled-
thethe "CommunityCommunity" Services ActAct-
of

Act-
ofof 1974" (HR 14449)14449) and wouldwould-
take

would-
taketake the place of the Office ofof-
Economic

of-
EconomicEconomic Opportunity ProPro-ProPro-
grams

Pro-
grams

¬-
grams that have been in existexist-exist-
ence

exist-
ence

¬-
ence since 1964 .

Mike Harper , Executive DiDi-DiDi-
rector

Di-
rector

¬-

rector of RurAL CAP , said thatthat-
President

that-
PresidentPresident Nixon wanted to killkill-
OEO

kill-
OEOOEOessentiallykilledand has already essentially
killed the OEO in name . HowHow-How-
ver

How-
ever

¬-
evereverver , thetbe programs such asas-
RurAL

as-
RurALRurAL CAP , Head Start , andand-
Community

and-
CommunityCommunity Enterprise DevelDevel-Deve-
lopment

Deve-
lopment

¬-

opment groups will survive .

Harper reported that having
CommunityhavingCommunity' Action AgenciesAgencies-
administered

Agencies-
administeredadministered out of the huge.huge.
bureaucracy.hugebureaucracyhugebureaucracyof HEWHEWISis not hishis-
idea

his-
ideaidea of responsive government ;

however , "WeWe" are glad that thethe-
House

the-
HouseHouse did take this step and feelfeel-
that

feel-
thatthat we can live with the legislalegisla-legisla-
tion

legisla-
tion

¬-
tion as passed in the House . "

must consider legislation on bebe-bebe-
half

be-
half

¬-

half of OEO and it is reportedreported-
Ihat

reported-
thatthatIhat Senators Javitts and KenneKenne-Kenne-
dy

Kenne-
dy

¬-
dy will soon co-sponsorcosponsorco - ponsor legislalegisla-legisla-
tion

legisla-
tion

¬-
tion supporting an independentindependent-
agency

independent-
agencyagency for OEO rather thanthan-
moving

than-
movingmoving the program into HEWHEW-

At
HEW-

At
HEW-

AtAt the same time that thethe-

muchbelabored
the-

muchbelaboredmuch-belaboredmuchbelabored- Community AcAc-AcAc-
tion

Ac-
tion

¬-

tion Agency Program was comcom-com-
ing

com-
ing

¬-

ing to a vote in the House , thethe-
legislation

the-
legislationlegislation creating an independindepend-independ-
ent

¬-

ent Legal Services CorporationCorporation-
waswas about to clear the last hurhur-hur-
dle

hur-
dle

¬-

dle in the legislative process .,

It is reported that the reasonreason-

for
reason-

forfor the sudden strong supportsupport-
throughout

support-
throughoutthroughout the Congress hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen because of surprising apap-apap-
proval

ap-
proval

-¬-

proval of the program by GovGov-Gov-
fnors

Gov-
ernors

¬-

ernorsfnors!: and Mayors throughoutthroughoulthroughoul-
the

throughout-
thethe country . Governor WilliamWilliam-
AA . Egan wrote a strong supportsupport-support-
ing'letter

support-
ing

¬-
inging'letteringletter' letter for RurAL CAP earlierearlier-
this

earlier-
thisthis spring and had much to dodo-
with

do-
withwith the attitude of Congress-CongressCongress-
men

-

men .


