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Eskimo.SurvivalEskimo DanceDance Uplifts
.

Soul ,, in HarshHarshFight
.

, Fight for Survival.rvivalrvivalS.rvivalSSurvival. .

( Reprinted tromtramIII I unara TimesTimes-
October

T ImesImes-
OctoberOctober 7 , 1963)1963) jtj-

By

t-

ByBy HOWARD ROCK
,

Times EditorEdEditor-
The

tor J>J-

TheThe first licavyheavy beat of thethe-
drums

the-
drumsdrums boomed, and the( he agedaged-
dancer

aged-
dancerdancer became suddenly lalert(,alert..

A pause and then the beatbebeat| t ofof-
the

of-
thetherfythmicdrums went into the rhythrFiyth-rFiythrfyth-rfythrFiyth-
mic

{

¬-

mic but Varied tempo .

. At the first beat , strengthstrstrength-
and

ngthngth-
andandandvigorvigor seemed tot I,Itaketaketake-
possession

take-
possessionpossession of the dancer'sdancersda'n.ccr'sdan.ccrsdanccrs'. '' bodybo y .

His right foot stamped hardhareJhareJOrhardoilorOroiloil-
the

])

the floornoor in time-timetimewith-- withwithi }; thethe-
drums

the-
drumsdrums *, and his arms gesturedgestured-
vigorouslyvigorously but with precise/preciseprecise-
quick

prprdciseclse /, ',
quickqUIckIqUIckmotionsmotions . His 79 Vearsearsears-

did
ears-

did
I, hindlancelancelance-

as
did nbtnot seem to be a hindrancehind anceance-
asas his energetic dance continuedcontinGedcontin ed .

Drama of the Dance !
'

As his) iis head moved fromfrom1sidefrom1side-

to
] sideside-

toto side , upupandand then down 'withwith'with-
each

'
withwith-

eacheacheachlancedance\lancelance\ motion , there was anan-

expression
an-

expressionexpression on his face thatthat-
seemed

that-
seemedseemed to project , not to thethe-
presentl

the-
presentpresent1presentlpresent , butblltbyt to the past.. ThereThere-
was

There-
waswas pleasurepleastre , pathos , strength .,

and abovlbOVaboveaboveall; : all , triumph ., ThisThis-
was

This-
waswas tiethe| expressionxprcssionxpression brought onon-
by

on-
byby the in ense concentration ofof-
the

of-
the(thehe renditionrendit n of his performance .

It endeJende abruptly withwi 111 aa-
dramatic

a-
dramaticdramatic ' movementrnovemehtnnovemeht of the armsarms-
and

arms-
andaniland the upward motion of thethe-
body

the-
bodybody as the.I1eI1e. drums, echoedecJlOed thethe-
last

the-
lastlast vibranjvibran tinebeat..

Thus , Christopherqluistophcr TingoukTingookT ngook ofof-
Point

of-
PointPoint HopeHoPfHo ,. danced theth way hishis-

ancestors
his-

ancestorsancestors Jhadl'ala'tad danced
. - thethe-

dance
the-

dancedance thaithat expressed intricateintricate-
aestheticism

intricate-
aestheticismaestheticisrhaestheticism , the dance thatthat-
expressed

that-
expressedexpressed thetJ1etjte spiritsp it of his*1 people ,

the EskimosEskimosHisEskim s . -HisHis.His-. rendition waswas-

the
was-

thethe way HiethetI e Eskimo dancedance WasWa-
smeant

Wa-
smeantmeant to be pcrforme'dpcrformedperformeperformed' - thethe-
perrorman

the-
performanceperformanceperrormane that at once ,. gavegave-
his

gave-
hishis audience the feeling ofof-
pleasure

of-
pleasurepleasure , pathos

, ,. strength , andand-
uplifting

and-
upliftinguplifting of the spirit.. ItI t waswas-
aa triumphal dance of survival..

Unseen TensenessTensepessTenseness-
In

Tensepess-
InIn the days when this writerwriter-

was
writer-

waswas a small boy , there werewere-
times

were-
timestimes when hunting conditionscOhditionscOhditions-
b

conditions-
becamebecameb came almost, intolerable .

Hunters., cameqame home enipty-eniptye\npty-enptyempty-emptyenipty-
handed

enpty-
handed

empty-
handed

\ -

handed . F0odFQodFood supplies becamebecame-
low

became-
lowlow in the village and the peoplepeople-
dnd

people-
andanddnd their dogs began to ledteelfeel thethe-
pangs

the-
pangspangs of hunger .

Such a situation should havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen a sufficientsu ftftciecie n t reasonre ason forfor-
dread

for-
dreaddread and gloom butbUI itil was notnolnol-
visibly

not-
visiblyvisibly apparent among theIheIhe-
people

the-
peoplepeople of theI he villagevi lIage . PeoplePeople-
met

People-
metmet , visited-visitedvisitedsmiled, -' smiled . WhateverWhatever-

tension
Whatever-

tensiontension there was among theIheIhe-
vill

the-
villagersvillagersvill gers ,. it was hiddenIlI dCn in theirtheir-
hearts

their-
heartshearts . To allay this buildup ,.
somethingomething would have to bebe-
done

be-
donedone .

Calls DanceDance-
An

Dance-
An

Dance-
AnAn elderly man , sage andand-

respected
and-

respectedrespected and one of the finestfinest-
dancers

finest-
dancersdancers in the village told ihreethreeIhree-
boys

three-
boysboys one early evening , "GoGo"Go-
around

"Go-
around

"
around the village and tell thethe-
peoplt

the-
peoplepeoplepeoplt.: that there will be aa-
dance

a-
dancedance

'

at Kukoruk'sKukoruks' house thistillStillS-
even

this-
eveningeveneveninging .

"
The boys scatteredscatteredonon thethe-

run
the-

runrun EachEachclamberedclambereddambered up thethe-
tunnel

the-
tunneltunnel hallways up to the skysky-sky-
hght

sky-
light

¬-

lighthght of the sodsodIgloosigloos andand-
hollere

and-
holleredholleredhollered down , "ThereThere" is goinggoing-
toto be a dance at Kukoruk'sKukoruksKukoruk's-
tonight

Kukoruk's-
tonight

'

".'tonight
The people in the househouse-

looked
house-

lookedlooked up to the skylight andand-
answered

and-
answeredanswered ,", "EeEe"

, naquumaruq .

PaiqungakneaktuqutTaiqungakneaktuqut unaakun ! "
(;Yes , that is good . We will gogo-

there
go-

thereIherethere this evening ! " )

After eating their meagermeager-
meals

meager-
mealsnealsmeals , the people began to con-concon-
rerge

con-
verge

-.

rergeverge on Kukoruk'sKukoruks' igloo . ItIt-
had

I tt-

hadladhad been picked because it waswawas-
thethehe roomiest house in the

villagevil age .
: In a

.,
shortshor! timetimc thethe-

househouse was crowded untilunt l thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople were tightly bunchedbunchbunched-
together

dd-
ttogethert gether . About a 9-fool9fool9-footfoot- ''' widewide-
nOlf

widewide-

floor, floornOlf) space was left forfot thethe-
dancers

the-
dancersdancers in front of the room .

DrumsDrums-
Presently

DrumsP-
rese'n

Drums-
Presently

'

PresentlyPrese'-nPrese-n tly ,. six rnejimntcnn satsiltsat downdown-
side

ownown-
bide

,
M'deMdebideside' by side along the 'MootMootq.footqfoot9-foot9footq.foot-
noor

9foot-
floor

' .-
, floornoor spacespa C in frontfroot ; of thethe-
audience

the-
audience

( he
audience. A man brought putput-
aa large ,

bag filledt ll d with drums .

The drums were mad6mademadeoutout ofof-
a

of-
aa specially hard driftwo'OddriftwoOddriftw ' d ,.
loopedlloopedintooped intoIOtD ail 2-foot2foot- diameterI'ialleterIialleterI'ialleter-
circle

diameter-
circle

<,' )

circle . The loop was an inclrinchnch '

widewjde and about 3/838/ mchlI1c.hlI1chinch.; thickthick-
'with

thick-
'with'withwith'

a groove on the outsideutside() .

Therhe hand gripgripWaswas madema e out ofof-
walrus

of-
walruswalrus ivory carved with inin-inin-
dentations

¬.-

dentationsdentat ons to fit the drummer'sdrummersdrummer'-
sl

drummer's-
ngers

drummer's-
fingers

'

fingerslngers .

The drumlieaddrumbeaddrumllcad was Irbmtrim thethe-
bowhea

the-
bowheadbowheadbowhea Whale liver skin concon-concon-
sidered

con-
sidered

¬-

sidered the finest drum rnaterialmaterialmaterial-
by

material-
byby the Eskimos . It had more-moremore-
vibrancy

-.,

vibrancy and prolonged drumdrum-
tone

drum-
tonetone( one than any odierother material..

It was mounted on theIhe drumdrum-
with

drum-
withwith a long corded reindeer oror-

cari@ou

or-

cariboucariboucari@ou@ sinew .

The drummers pickedpickedoutoutout-
their

out-
theirtheir drums . A basin of waterwater-
was

water-
waswas passed around to eacheach-
drummer

each-
drummerdrummer andJnd helie moistened theIheIhe-
whale

the-
whalewhale liver skinklO on eachcacti si'lesilesdtsdt-
The

si'le-
The

'

The moisture gave it more rereore-rereo-

sonance
re-

sonance

¬-

sonance and vibrancyvibrancy-
Each

vlbrvibrancy-
Each

ncyncy-
E.achEachE.ach. drummer picked up hishis-

drum
his-

drumdrum slickstickstickandand tested his1m drum .

Helie gripped "- oneo- ne"' one end of thethe-
stick

the-
stickstick withwit hIllshis rightflght hand andand-
struck

and-
struckstruck the bottom of the drumdrum-
sharply

drum-
sharplysharply ,. taking care so the otherother-
end

other-
endend ofof the stick hitsluts the bottombottom-
of

bottom-
ofof the drum with about an inchmchmch-
and

inch-
andand a half of the stick to spare .

The sharp strikestnke causedlusedc the stickstick-
to

stick-
toto bend in111 the middle and thethe-
sharpsharpharp impact slappedslappedagainstagajnstagainst thethe-
drumhead

the-
drumheaddrumhead causing it to vibratevIbrate-
with

vibrate-
withWith a loud drum tone .

The VYannupWarmupVYannup-
With

Warmup-
Wilh

Warmup-
WithWithWilh the preparation donedone-

and
done-

andand the drums in111 proper workingwork1l1gwork1l1g-

order
working-

orderorder,. the drummers were now-nownow-
ready

now-
ready

now-
ready

-

ready to commence the dance .

One of the two center menmen-
started

men-
startedstaredstartedstarteda( a chant and the restre t ofof-
the

of-
thethe( he drummers joinedjoinedinin10 andan-
dt

and-
nally

and-
finallyfinallytnally the audienceaudience-

The

audience-

TheThe chant was of generalgenerageneral-
character

!

character usedusedusuallyusually as aa-

lWarmup!warmup song . The drummersdrummers-
slapped

drummers-
slappedslapped their sticks lightlylightly-
against

lightly-
againstagainst their drums in time withwith-
the

with-
thethe chant until the whole songsong-
was

song-
waswas completed . On the secondsecond-
round

second-
roundroundroundofof the chant , the drumdrum-drum-
mers

¬.-
mers suddenly struck a boomingbooming-
roll

booming-
rollroll all at the same time , a

pause andaIIdarid then a steady , loudloudloud-

boom
loud-

boomboom of the drums until 'thethe'the-
song

' thethe-
songsong was over ., >

LeaderLe3der i;i-

TheThe next chantchili'chantvasch nt'' \vasvasWas\ a specialspecial-
song

special-
songsongsong of the elderly man whdwhowho-
had

who-
hadhad called the dance . At thethe-the-
start

the-
start

-
start of the chantcht.", , helie rose from ,

the crowd and1and ', made hishiswaywayway-

to
way-

toloto the dancecJaJJce area . Once on it ,

he started to keep timet IInc withwiwith-
the

thth-
thethe light drummingdrulll11l1l1g and thethe-
chant

the-
chantchant with his feet as he donneddonned-
hW

donned-
hisMs1hWhis: gloves . Helie then commencedcommcncedcommcnced-
to

commenced-
toto , gesticulate casually the basicbasic-
motions

basic-
motionsmotions to his special song .

The chantchanl was about a caribouc ribbll

hunt in the hills casteast ot01of PointPoint-
Hope

Point-
HopeHope . j]

I
The StoryStory-

Thel
;;

TheThe1ThelThelchant
] chant startedst rted 'withwith' with thethe-

hunter
the-

hunterhunter ;walking up a gentle hill ,

lookinglookinlookingaround] around as helie wentW nl.. Helielie-
got

lie-
gotgot up on a knollktwl! and lookedlooked-
around

looked-
aroundaround shading his eyes fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe suijsurtsurf. HeIle saw cariboucatibQu andand-
and

and-
andand quickly ducked behind thethe-
knoll

the-
knollknoll.. Hetiefie began to sneaksn ak up onon-
the

on-
thethe animals and was soon withinwithwithin-
range

nn-
rangerange of., his bow andandarrowarrowarrow-

He
arrow-

He
arrow-

HeHe tooklooklookaimtookaimaim and his arrowarrow-
new

arrow-
flewflewnew . ItI t hithi t thet he markl11ar and thethe-
clFibou

the-
cariboucaribouclFibou:

,
fell to thethc ground .,

.
HelieHe-

Continued

lie-
Continued(ContinuedQntlnued onnitOl pagep ge V'tt' )

BIG RAY'SRAYSRATSRATS-
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SURPLUSSURPLUSb-

ond

SURPLUST-

op
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jFopFopTop Value at Low Prices

45 2-2232-345823458- 3 45 S

507 2nd AvenueAvenue-

AL
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AL WRIGHT'SWRIGHTSWRIGHT-
'SAIR

WRIGHT-
'SAIR ''

AIR SERVICESERVICEreg-

istered

SERVICEreg-

isteredregistered-registered- guide serviceservservice-
charter

cece-
charter-chartercharter-charter serviceservice-
Alaska

service-
Alaska-AlaskaAlaska-Alaska & CanadaCanada-
single

Canada-
single-singlesingle-single & multi-enginemultienginemult.englnemultenglnemultiengine-

FloatsVWieelsSkis

multiengin-
eFloatsWheelsSkis

, -.

-Floats-VWieels-Skis-FloatsVWieelsSkis--Floats-Wheels-Skis-Wheels-- - F loats-Wheels-SkloatsWheelsSk- -- IS-ISIS-

WRITE

-
FloatsVWieelsSkisWRITEFloatsWheelsSkisWRITE

WRITE OR CALLCALL-

AL

CALL-

AL

CALL-

ALAL WRIGHT , Box 3142
5 Mi . Airport Way--456-5502Way4565502Wdy-456-5502WdyWay-456-5502Wdy4565502-
Residence

Way4565502R-
esidence

--- - --

Residence-Fairbanks-479-6393ResidenceFairbanks4796393ResidenceFairbanks4796393Residence-ResidenceResidenceFalrbanks4--- Falrbanks-4Falrbanks4Fairbanks-479-6393Fairbanks4796393Fairbanks4796393-

16MM

-- 79-6393796393--

16MM FEATURE FILMSFILMS-

THE

FILMS-

THE" ' . THETOE BEST ., THE NEWESTNEWEST-

for

NEWEST-

forfortor your villageviltage movie showsshows-
write

shows-
writewritwrite? DICK NORMANNORMAN-

atata-
tPICTURESPICTURES , INC .

til811 8th AreAve ., AnchorageAnehoraleAnehoral-
eServing

Anchorage-

Serving-ServingServing-- Serving Alaska SinceSmce 19391939-1939--
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIALSOCIAL-

SERVICES

SOCIAL-

SERVICESSERVICES PUBLIC ADVERTISEMENTADVERTISEMENTT-
he

.-

The Office of Drug Abuse and Treatment Act of 1972 , Public Law

92-25592255-
*., authorizes formulafonnula grants to states to assist in planning ,. establishingtablishinge ,

maintaining ,. coordinating and evaluating projects for the development ofof-
more

of-
moremore effective prevention ,. treatment andandrehabilitationrehabilitation programsprograms to dealdeal-
with

deal-
withwith drug abuse and drug addiction .

In compliance with this Act ,. the Department of Health & SocialSocial-
Services

Social-
ServicesServices has been given the authority to develop , administer and annuallyannually-
review

annually-
reviewreview a State Plan . The 1973-197419731974- State Plan has been developed accordingaccording-
to

.

to federal guidelines . The Plan is a public document which presentspre !>ents aa-

coordinatedcoordinated , comprehensive program for the orderly development of neededneeded-
drug

needed-
drugdrug prevention , treatment andandrehabilitationrehabilitation programs for , the State ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska . It serves as the basis for the allocation of formulafonnula grant funds andmdand-
provitl

;md-
providprovidesprovidprovitl s for more effective utilization of federalfeqeral ,. state and local resourcesresource'S' ,

and sets appropriate ,. realistic goals and priorities . Additionally , it willwm provideprovide-
a

.
a useful tool for evaluation ;: will assist in community education

'
; and willwil-

lcontributecontribute to total state growth and development .

The State Plan is available for examination and comment through June
17 ,. 1974 by interested persons at the State Office of Drug Abuse ,. Pouch H ,.

Juneau ., Alaska 99801 ,. or call 586-35565863556- ., .. . __ _ .. . . ..

. \

AUTO PARTS SERVICESERVICE-
When

SESERVICESERVICE-
When

VICE
When

,
you want the finest in oils for youryour-

snowmachine
your-

snowmachinesnowmachine , specify PENNZOIL SnowmobileSnowinobileSnowinobile-
Oil

Snowmobile-
OilOil..

PennioilPennzoil Snowmobilenowmobile Oil is compounded for toptop-
performance

top-
performanceperformance under the toughest conditions . It'sIts' mademade-
from

made-
fromfrom pure Pennsylvania crudeoil and fortifiedfor lfied withwith-
EXCl.USIVE

with-
EXCI.USIVEEXCLUSIVEEXCl.USIVEEXCI.USIVEEXCIUSIVE,.,. Internal protection additives to protectprotect-
engInes

protect-
enginesengines that operate at punishingly high temperaturestemjeratures:! ,

in freezing weather conditions .
II-

Pennzoil

[!

.

PehnzoilPennzoil Snowmobile Oil will eliminate thethe
, smokesmoke-

and

smokesmoke-

andand plug foulmg-rnakefoulmgrnakefoultng-'makefoultng'makemakefouling-makefouling--' your engine last longer . YouYou-

should

You-

shouldshould try it.1it1itit!.! If you do , be sure to looktook for thetile diffediffe-diffe-
renc

diffe-

rence

-¬-

rencerenc .
I;I-

Distributed

.

Distributed tb.yby.> y AUTO PARTS SERVICE

500 Eaite.tetEast. 6th AvtnufAvenulAvenue

"-' ANCHORAGE ., ALASKA. 995019960199601-

Mall

99501-

MailMailMall orders promptly filled ,
. TT.I.pTI.pTIpTelephone:. l.phonon . : 272-44127244127274414272-44142724414-44144414--- *

,
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There'sThere'sTheres' more to college thanth , n just classes , booksbooks-

and

books-

andand studyingstudying.istudyingi.", Learning also involves extraextra-
activities

extra-
activitiesactivities ; such as basketball games , intramuralintramural-
sports

intramural-
sportssports , working out in a gymnasium on campuscampus-
and

campus-
andandandswimmingswimming in a campus swimming pool.., ItIt-
also

it-
also

'

also means a student boatrboat< at , a 50-foot50foot50-foo'-
t5-0foo'-
tfoo-t- schoolschool-

boat
school-

boatboat , skis ,. camping equipment and overnightovernight-
trips

overnight-
tripstrips . We think this part of learning Is importantimportant-
tootoo . Take a few moments to get to know us .

A PERSONAL APPROACH TO EDUCATIONEDUCA-

TIONSheldon

EDUCA-

TIONSheldonSheldon JacksonJackson-
College

Jackson-
CollegeCollegeCollegeW-

riteWrite :: Admissions DirectorDirector-
SJC

Director-
SJC

Director-
SJCSJC, Box 479 , Sitka , Alaska 99835 '


