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TheThe first licavyheavy beat of thethe-
drums

the-
drumsdrums boomed, and the( he agedaged-
dancer

aged-
dancerdancer became suddenly lalert(,alert..

A pause and then the beatbebeat| t ofof-
the

of-
thetherfythmicdrums went into the rhythrFiyth-rFiythrfyth-rfythrFiyth-
mic

{

¬-

mic but Varied tempo .

. At the first beat , strengthstrstrength-
and

ngthngth-
andandandvigorvigor seemed tot I,Itaketaketake-
possession

take-
possessionpossession of the dancer'sdancersda'n.ccr'sdan.ccrsdanccrs'. '' bodybo y .

His right foot stamped hardhareJhareJOrhardoilorOroiloil-
the

])

the floornoor in time-timetimewith-- withwithi }; thethe-
drums

the-
drumsdrums *, and his arms gesturedgestured-
vigorouslyvigorously but with precise/preciseprecise-
quick

prprdciseclse /, ',
quickqUIckIqUIckmotionsmotions . His 79 Vearsearsears-

did
ears-

did
I, hindlancelancelance-

as
did nbtnot seem to be a hindrancehind anceance-
asas his energetic dance continuedcontinGedcontin ed .

Drama of the Dance !
'

As his) iis head moved fromfrom1sidefrom1side-

to
] sideside-

toto side , upupandand then down 'withwith'with-
each

'
withwith-

eacheacheachlancedance\lancelance\ motion , there was anan-

expression
an-

expressionexpression on his face thatthat-
seemed

that-
seemedseemed to project , not to thethe-
presentl

the-
presentpresent1presentlpresent , butblltbyt to the past.. ThereThere-
was

There-
waswas pleasurepleastre , pathos , strength .,

and abovlbOVaboveaboveall; : all , triumph ., ThisThis-
was

This-
waswas tiethe| expressionxprcssionxpression brought onon-
by

on-
byby the in ense concentration ofof-
the

of-
the(thehe renditionrendit n of his performance .

It endeJende abruptly withwi 111 aa-
dramatic

a-
dramaticdramatic ' movementrnovemehtnnovemeht of the armsarms-
and

arms-
andaniland the upward motion of thethe-
body

the-
bodybody as the.I1eI1e. drums, echoedecJlOed thethe-
last

the-
lastlast vibranjvibran tinebeat..

Thus , Christopherqluistophcr TingoukTingookT ngook ofof-
Point

of-
PointPoint HopeHoPfHo ,. danced theth way hishis-

ancestors
his-

ancestorsancestors Jhadl'ala'tad danced
. - thethe-

dance
the-

dancedance thaithat expressed intricateintricate-
aestheticism

intricate-
aestheticismaestheticisrhaestheticism , the dance thatthat-
expressed

that-
expressedexpressed thetJ1etjte spiritsp it of his*1 people ,

the EskimosEskimosHisEskim s . -HisHis.His-. rendition waswas-

the
was-

thethe way HiethetI e Eskimo dancedance WasWa-
smeant

Wa-
smeantmeant to be pcrforme'dpcrformedperformeperformed' - thethe-
perrorman

the-
performanceperformanceperrormane that at once ,. gavegave-
his

gave-
hishis audience the feeling ofof-
pleasure

of-
pleasurepleasure , pathos

, ,. strength , andand-
uplifting

and-
upliftinguplifting of the spirit.. ItI t waswas-
aa triumphal dance of survival..

Unseen TensenessTensepessTenseness-
In

Tensepess-
InIn the days when this writerwriter-

was
writer-

waswas a small boy , there werewere-
times

were-
timestimes when hunting conditionscOhditionscOhditions-
b

conditions-
becamebecameb came almost, intolerable .

Hunters., cameqame home enipty-eniptye\npty-enptyempty-emptyenipty-
handed

enpty-
handed

empty-
handed

\ -

handed . F0odFQodFood supplies becamebecame-
low

became-
lowlow in the village and the peoplepeople-
dnd

people-
andanddnd their dogs began to ledteelfeel thethe-
pangs

the-
pangspangs of hunger .

Such a situation should havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen a sufficientsu ftftciecie n t reasonre ason forfor-
dread

for-
dreaddread and gloom butbUI itil was notnolnol-
visibly

not-
visiblyvisibly apparent among theIheIhe-
people

the-
peoplepeople of theI he villagevi lIage . PeoplePeople-
met

People-
metmet , visited-visitedvisitedsmiled, -' smiled . WhateverWhatever-

tension
Whatever-

tensiontension there was among theIheIhe-
vill

the-

villagersvillagersvill gers ,. it was hiddenIlI dCn in theirtheir-
hearts

their-
heartshearts . To allay this buildup ,.
somethingomething would have to bebe-
done

be-
donedone .

Calls DanceDance-
An

Dance-
An

Dance-
AnAn elderly man , sage andand-

respected
and-

respectedrespected and one of the finestfinest-
dancers

finest-
dancersdancers in the village told ihreethreeIhree-
boys

three-
boysboys one early evening , "GoGo"Go-
around

"Go-
around

"
around the village and tell thethe-
peoplt

the-
peoplepeoplepeoplt.: that there will be aa-
dance

a-
dancedance

'

at Kukoruk'sKukoruks' house thistillStillS-
even

this-
eveningeveneveninging .

"
The boys scatteredscatteredonon thethe-

run
the-

runrun EachEachclamberedclambereddambered up thethe-
tunnel

the-
tunneltunnel hallways up to the skysky-sky-
hght

sky-
light

¬-

lighthght of the sodsodIgloosigloos andand-
hollere

and-
holleredholleredhollered down , "ThereThere" is goinggoing-
toto be a dance at Kukoruk'sKukoruksKukoruk's-
tonight

Kukoruk's-
tonight

'

".'tonight
The people in the househouse-

looked
house-

lookedlooked up to the skylight andand-
answered

and-
answeredanswered ,", "EeEe" , naquumaruq .

PaiqungakneaktuqutTaiqungakneaktuqut unaakun ! "
(;Yes , that is good . We will gogo-

there
go-

thereIherethere this evening ! " )

After eating their meagermeager-
meals

meager-
mealsnealsmeals , the people began to con-concon-
rerge

con-
verge

-.

rergeverge on Kukoruk'sKukoruks' igloo . ItIt-
had

I tt-

hadladhad been picked because it waswawas-
thethehe roomiest house in the

villagevil age .
: In a ., shortshor! timetimc thethe-

househouse was crowded untilunt l thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople were tightly bunchedbunchbunched-
together

dd-
ttogethert gether . About a 9-fool9fool9-footfoot- ''' widewide-
nOlf

widewide-

floor, floornOlf) space was left forfot thethe-
dancers

the-
dancersdancers in front of the room .

DrumsDrums-
Presently

DrumsP-
rese'n

Drums-
Presently

'

PresentlyPrese'-nPrese-n tly ,. six rnejimntcnn satsiltsat downdown-
side

ownown-
bide

,
M'deMdebideside' by side along the 'MootMootq.footqfoot9-foot9footq.foot-
noor

9foot-
floor

' .-
, floornoor spacespa C in frontfroot ; of thethe-
audience

the-
audience

( he
audience. A man brought putput-
aa large ,

bag filledt ll d with drums .

The drums were mad6mademadeoutout ofof-
a

of-
aa specially hard driftwo'OddriftwoOddriftw ' d ,.
loopedlloopedintooped intoIOtD ail 2-foot2foot- diameterI'ialleterIialleterI'ialleter-
circle

diameter-
circle

<,' )

circle . The loop was an inclrinchnch '

widewjde and about 3/838/ mchlI1c.hlI1chinch.; thickthick-
'with

thick-
'with'withwith'

a groove on the outsideutside() .

Therhe hand gripgripWaswas madema e out ofof-
walrus

of-
walruswalrus ivory carved with inin-inin-
dentations

¬.-

dentationsdentat ons to fit the drummer'sdrummersdrummer'-
sl

drummer's-
ngers

drummer's-
fingers

'

fingerslngers .

The drumlieaddrumbeaddrumllcad was Irbmtrim thethe-
bowhea

the-
bowheadbowheadbowhea Whale liver skin concon-concon-
sidered

con-
sidered

¬-

sidered the finest drum rnaterialmaterialmaterial-
by

material-
byby the Eskimos . It had more-moremore-
vibrancy

-.,

vibrancy and prolonged drumdrum-
tone

drum-
tonetone( one than any odierother material..

It was mounted on theIhe drumdrum-
with

drum-
withwith a long corded reindeer oror-

cari@ou

or-

cariboucariboucari@ou@ sinew .

The drummers pickedpickedoutoutout-
their

out-
theirtheir drums . A basin of waterwater-
was

water-
waswas passed around to eacheach-
drummer

each-
drummerdrummer andJnd helie moistened theIheIhe-
whale

the-
whalewhale liver skinklO on eachcacti si'lesilesdtsdt-
The

si'le-
The

'

The moisture gave it more rereore-rereo-

sonance
re-

sonance

¬-

sonance and vibrancyvibrancy-
Each

vlbrvibrancy-
Each

ncyncy-
E.achEachE.ach. drummer picked up hishis-

drum
his-

drumdrum slickstickstickandand tested his1m drum .

Helie gripped "- oneo- ne"' one end of thethe-
stick

the-
stickstick withwit hIllshis rightflght hand andand-
struck

and-
struckstruck the bottom of the drumdrum-
sharply

drum-
sharplysharply ,. taking care so the otherother-
end

other-
endend ofof the stick hitsluts the bottombottom-
of

bottom-
ofof the drum with about an inchmchmch-
and

inch-
andand a half of the stick to spare .

The sharp strikestnke causedlusedc the stickstick-
to

stick-
toto bend in111 the middle and thethe-
sharpsharpharp impact slappedslappedagainstagajnstagainst thethe-
drumhead

the-
drumheaddrumhead causing it to vibratevIbrate-
with

vibrate-
withWith a loud drum tone .

The VYannupWarmupVYannup-
With

Warmup-
Wilh

Warmup-
WithWithWilh the preparation donedone-

and
done-

andand the drums in111 proper workingwork1l1gwork1l1g-

order
working-

orderorder,. the drummers were now-nownow-
ready

now-
ready

now-
ready

-

ready to commence the dance .

One of the two center menmen-
started

men-
startedstaredstartedstarteda( a chant and the restre t ofof-
the

of-
thethe( he drummers joinedjoinedinin10 andan-
dt

and-
nally

and-
finallyfinallytnally the audienceaudience-

The

audience-

TheThe chant was of generalgenerageneral-
character

!

character usedusedusuallyusually as aa-

lWarmup!warmup song . The drummersdrummers-
slapped

drummers-
slappedslapped their sticks lightlylightly-
against

lightly-
againstagainst their drums in time withwith-
the

with-
thethe chant until the whole songsong-
was

song-
waswas completed . On the secondsecond-
round

second-
roundroundroundofof the chant , the drumdrum-drum-
mers

¬.-
mers suddenly struck a boomingbooming-
roll

booming-
rollroll all at the same time , a

pause andaIIdarid then a steady , loudloudloud-

boom
loud-

boomboom of the drums until 'thethe'the-
song

' thethe-
songsong was over ., >

LeaderLe3der i;i-

TheThe next chantchili'chantvasch nt'' \vasvasWas\ a specialspecial-
song

special-
songsongsong of the elderly man whdwhowho-
had

who-
hadhad called the dance . At thethe-the-
start

the-
start

-
start of the chantcht.", , helie rose from ,

the crowd and1and ', made hishiswaywayway-

to
way-

toloto the dancecJaJJce area . Once on it ,

he started to keep timet IInc withwiwith-
the

thth-
thethe light drummingdrulll11l1l1g and thethe-
chant

the-
chantchant with his feet as he donneddonned-
hW

donned-
hisMs1hWhis: gloves . Helie then commencedcommcncedcommcnced-
to

commenced-
toto , gesticulate casually the basicbasic-
motions

basic-
motionsmotions to his special song .

The chantchanl was about a caribouc ribbll

hunt in the hills casteast ot01of PointPoint-
Hope

Point-
HopeHope . j]

I
The StoryStory-

Thel
;;

TheThe1ThelThelchant
] chant startedst rted 'withwith' with thethe-

hunter
the-

hunterhunter ;walking up a gentle hill ,

lookinglookinlookingaround] around as helie wentW nl.. Helielie-
got

lie-
gotgot up on a knollktwl! and lookedlooked-
around

looked-
aroundaround shading his eyes fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe suijsurtsurf. HeIle saw cariboucatibQu andand-
and

and-
andand quickly ducked behind thethe-
knoll

the-
knollknoll.. Hetiefie began to sneaksn ak up onon-
the

on-
thethe animals and was soon withinwithwithin-
range

nn-
rangerange of., his bow andandarrowarrowarrow-

He
arrow-

He
arrow-

HeHe tooklooklookaimtookaimaim and his arrowarrow-
new

arrow-
flewflewnew . ItI t hithi t thet he markl11ar and thethe-
clFibou

the-
cariboucaribouclFibou:

,
fell to thethc ground .,

.
HelieHe-

Continued

lie-
Continued(ContinuedQntlnued onnitOl pagep ge V'tt' )
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quarteredquartered the carcasscarcass' , loadedload'ed
'

hishis-
pack

his-
packpack bagbagwithwithth '"' meatmemeatandl andan l<, startedststarted-
for

rtedrted-
forfor home liappyhappy wiihwIlhwith, the gamegamegame-
he

'

heh had caught... 1<( '

When the firstfirs stanzastanza of thethe-
chant

the-
chantchant endedcnded , the drummers hithit-
the

hit-
thethe first booming roll.. PreciselyPrecisely-
at, at the same moment , the dancerdancer-
became

dancer-
becamebecame suddenly alive . A pause ,

at which the dencerdencer-dencerstood,- stood up toto-
his

to-
hishis full height , his legs set wide . .".
His armsarrrts rose over his head inin-
a

in-
a

'-
gt.sture

g-

t.sture
g-

tsture
'-
gesture

g-

esture
'

a dramaticdramali gesture. . [:
.

In the next instant1instant'theinstantthe' the heavyheavy-

drum
heavy-

drumdrum beat resumedresumed\resumedTJ1e'\:. ;:; TheTJ1e drumdrum-drum-
ming

drum-
ming

¬-

ming had steady successions ,ccession ofof-
beats

of-
beatsbeats , pauses , ancan4an4off| off beatsbeats-
according

beats-
accordingaccording toJo,

,to what 'the.the,. hunterhunter-
dancer

hunter-
dancer' dancer waswa\wawadoing!\, doing . ,

'ii' ! InterpretationInterpretation-
HisHis ' interpretationinterpretationofof thethe-

hunting
the-

huntinghunting story was 'donedone' withwith-
amazingly

with-
amazinglyamazingly precise timing withwith-
the

with-
thethe beat of theth drums . AlthoughAlthough-
presented

',

presented in semi-abstractsemiabstract- manman-man-
ner

man-
ner

¬-

ner, preceptive audience tooktook-
'in

took-
'in'inin'' the entire story interpretedinterpreted-
byby the skill

.-
and

a-
nd.,
and art of thethe-

dancer
the-

dancerdancer told in two minutes . TheThe-
dancer

The-
dancerdancer had captured the imagin-imaginimagin-
.ation

imagin-
.alion

imagin-
ation

-

, .ationation.alionalion. andandspiritspirit of his audience ,

The dance was on in earnest..

After the elderly man-manmanfin'- finfin-finfin-
ished

fin-
ished

¬-

ished his series of dancesdance's' , otherother-
men

other-
menmen in pairs and threes ,:

' concon-con-
tinueq

con-
tinued

¬-

tinuedtinueq the motions dances .. TheyThey-
were

They-
werewere beautifully coordinated ,

thrilling andandcontagiouscontagious . ThereThere-
were

There-
werewere moments of laughter whenwhen-
some

when-
somesome dancers made a mistake .

General DanceDance-
After

Dance-
AfterAfter the special dancesdance werewere-

completed
were-

completedcompleted , the general dancedance-
began

dance-
beganbegan . This was the dance inin-
which

in-
whichwhich anyoneanyon could participate ,
men , women , and children .

Women bobbed with the bendbend-
of

bend-
ofof their knees in time with thethe-
chant

the-
chantchant and theth drum beat , theirtheir-
arms

their-
armsarms gesturing in their o'wnownown-
feminine

'wn
feminineeminine way of dancing . MenMen-
gesticulated

Men-
gesticulatedgesticulated vigorously , occasionpccasion-pccasionoccasion-pccasion-
aJly

occasion-
ally

¬-
allyaJly issuingissuihg loud , truimphaltruimphal-
sounds

truimphal-
soundssounds out of their mouths ,

their right feet thumping hardhard-
on

hard-
onon the floor .

With the succession of dances ,

the floor became crowded withwith-
happy

with-
happyhappy dancers . ChfldrenChldrenCh :Idren whowho-
were

who-
werewere learning the dance , learnedlearned-
more

learned-
moremore .,

Around midnight , the dancedance-
finally

dance-
finallyfinally came to an end . An

elderJder :
,
ofaf

'-
the

t-

he
'
the

'-

church
c-

hurch
'

church stoodupstood ' upup-

and

up-

andand saidvsaid , "WeWe"WW" will .-now'pray.-
nowpray

n-

owpraynow.now
'-
pray

p-ray'-pray
p-ray'

."
The 'Crowd-'CrowdCrowdtrowdctowd'Crowd'Stood'., : -, 'StoodStood'. up , bowedbbowed-
their

wecjwec-
jtheirtheir Jieads,

heads lodgndand said the lord'slordsLgrd'sLgrdsL rd'srds' '

prayer-prayerprayer . -, "'
," . '. !

prayerThe', The people dispersed ,
: andand-

each
and-

each
,

each
,
familyfamilywendfamilywendedwendddwendedwend d its way toto-

its'itsits
'

iitsIs iglooi oo relaxed and , hajpyhappy) .

WhateverWhatdverWhatd ver tension that had builttuilt9uill9uill-
up

tuilt-
up

?

up duringdringduringthed ring -thethe.the-. the lean timestimesas;was\\asaswas-
gone

\(,as-

gonegone andjnndinandip,, place of itt was fyopeDopeDope-

for
opeope-

forfor a better tomorrow . .' !

SpectacleSpectacle.ButSpectacleBut, . But MuchMt.JchMtJch. MqreMqre-
The

MqreMqre-
The. The Eskimo dancedanceis-isis-' is a .finefine..fine-

spectacle
fine-

spectaclespectacle to beholdb h 1d but to thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople offfIthejheIthethe north it is moremore-

than
more-

thanthan just aa'danceadance':' ' dance . It is a deepdeep-
etpression

eepeep-
expressionexpressionetpression: 'ofof' a waywayofof life tjQfpf> f aa-
people

a-
peoplepeople . UslIsIts rendition is perWr-WrWr-
formed

per-perper-
formed

¬-

formed with emphasis on the ,

light-heartedlightheartedlight-heartelightheartelight heartedheartedside- side.side. of lifelife . IfIi1t isis-

at
is-

atatat once intricate and vigorousvigorous.tvigoroust).';
.

1,'
ItI t is aa'danceadance'dancedance' that has bbeenbeen-

established
beenbeen-

established
< 5en
'

established with subtleties ofof-
psycQology

of-
psychologypsychologypsycQology woven into it andand-
these

and-

thesethese, subtleties are interpretedinterpreted-
through

interpreted-
throughthrough the art and skill of thethe-
performer

the-
performerperformer ,, potJ10t unlike the-krtthekrtthe -,. rtrt-
and

rt-
andand skill pfofofrof rJ great ballet dancerdanc r .

', A great dancer such as ChristChri tt-tt-
opper

¬.-
ophero.pheropper. TingOokTingqokTingbok , interprets tict | ece-
spirit

c-
spiritspirit of hishjhis people . As hehe-

performs
he-

performsperforms , ihtthe;' dance becomes 4n4n-
encouragement

<| nn-
encourageme1tencouragementencourageme1t! and a steadyingsteadying-
force

steadying-
forceforce -- a dance that had beenbeen-
established

been-
establishedestablished to ease the everever-

present
ever-

presentpresent pressurepressure created-createdcreatedbycreated-bycreatedbycr ated-atedatedby- by thethe-
great

the-
greatgreat rigors of the northnorlh countrycount ry .

Dance DiscouragedDiscouraged-
InIn beingb ing the way it is , thethe-

dance
the-

dancedance has been an intricatelyintricately-
woven

intricately-
wovenwoven facet of culture in the lifelife-

of
life-

ofof the Eskimos . It is deeply '

woven into their lives . For thisthis-
reason

this-
reasonreason the dance of the EskimosEskimos-
should

Eskimos-
shouldshould never be discouraged andand-
yet

and-
yetyet it is today .

Some religious denominadenomina-denomina-
tions

denomina-
tions

¬-

tions have discouraged thethe-
Eskimo

the-
EskimoEskimo dance calling it the workwork-
of

work-
ofof the devil.. Some of thesethese-
denominations

these-
denominationsdenominations have successfullysuccessfuJlysuccessfuJly-
banned

successfully-
bannedbanned it., What happens whenwhen-
this

when-
thisthis comes to pass ? ItI t leaves aa-
void

a-
voidvoid in the lives of the Eskimos
- a void that is not easilyeasily-
replaced

easily-
replacedreplaced .

The taking of this cultureculture-
facet

culture-
facetfacet has led to some demorademora-demora-
lization

demora-
lization

¬-

lization of the people . This is a
'

great
.

price to pay by thethe-
Eskimos

the-
EskimosEskimos who have lived inin-
timately

in-inin-
timately

¬-

timately with the dance frownedfrowned-
upon

frowned-
uponupon by people who do notnot-
understand

not-
understandunderstand it ; who do notnot-
fathom

not-
fathomfathom its deep meaning to thethe-
Eskimos

the-
EskimosEskimos who had embraced itit-
as

it-
asas 'oneone''onon',one .,. of the most necessarynecessary-
outlets

necessary-
outletsoutlets of the uplifting of thethe-
soul

the-
soulsoul in their fight for survivalsurvival-
down

survival-
downdown through the ages .


