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quarlcred the cdlCdSS loaded his
pack bag with meat and started
for home happy wilh the game:
he had caught.

When the first stanza of the"

chant ended, the drummers hit
the first booming-roll. Precisely
at the same moment, the dancer
became suddenly alive. A pause,
at which-the dencer:stood up to

his full height, his legs set wide.

His arms rose over his head in
a dramatic gesture.
In the next instant the hcavy

- drum beat resumed: . The drum- -

ming had steady succession of
beats, pauses, = and off beats
according to -what ‘the hunter
dancer was doing, -
Interpretation

His " interpretation.  of the
hunting “story was 'done with
amazingly. . precise timing with

the beat of the drums. Although:

presented in semi-abstract man-
ner, preceptive audience. took.
‘in the entire story interpreted
by the: skill and art of the
dancer told in two minutes. The
dancer had captured ‘the  imagin-
.ation and spirit of his-audience,
The dance was on in earnest.

After the elderly man* fin-
ished his series of dances, other
men_in. pairs and threes,  con-
tinued the motions dances. They
were beautifully” coordinated,
thrilling and contagious. There
were moments of laughter when
some dancers made a mistake.

General Dance

After the special dances were
completed, the general dance
began. This was the dance -in
which anyone could participate,
men,  women, and children.
Women bobbed with: the bend
of their knees in time with the
chant and the drum beat, their
arms gesturing . in -their own
teminine way of dancing. Men
gesticulated vigorously, occasion-
ally issuihg loud, truimphal
sounds out -of their mouths,
their right feet thumping hard
on the floor.

With the succession of dances,
the floor became crowded with
happy dancers. Children who
were learning the dance, learned
more.

Around midnight, the -dance
finally came to an end. An
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Flying fakes- durmg World
War II, mock air. fields in
England ~were - attacked
more often than real ones.

"its ‘igloo

“elder of ‘the church stood up

and said, “We will now pray.”

The < crowd: stood up,. bowed
“their heads and said - the Lqrdq

prayer.. -
The. people dlspcrscd
each family wendéd its way to
relaxed ' and - happy.
Whatéver tension that had built
up durinig ‘the lean times 'was
gone and. in place of it was hope
for a better tomorrow. :
Spectacle, But Much Mqre
The Eskimo dance ‘is a_ fine
spectacle to behold but to the

people of the north it is more

than just a:dance. It'is a.deep
expression of a way of life of'a
people. - “Its - rendition “is- per-

formed ' with ‘emphasis. on - the:
It is

llght-heartcd side of life.
at once intricate and vigorous.

It is a'dance that has beéen
established = with subtleties of
psychology “woven into- it and
these  subtletics are 'interpreted
through .the art and skill of the
performer, pot unlike the ¢n
dnd skill of d great ballet dancer.

A great dancer such as Christ-
opher Tingook, - interprets the
spirit of his people. As hc
performs, thé dance becomes dyn
encouragement and. a steadying
force — a dance that had been
established - to ease the ever
present “pressure created- by the
great rigors of the north country.

Dance Discouraged

In being the way it is, the
dance has been an intricately
woven facet of culture in the life
of the Eskimos.
woven into their lives. For this
reason_the dance of the Eskimos
should never be ‘discouraged and
yet it is today. .

Some religious  denomina-
tions . have discouraged = the
Eskimo dance calling it the work
of the devil. - Some of these
denominations have successfully
banned it. What happens when
this comes to pass? It leaves a
void in the lives of the Eskimos
— a void that is not ecasily
replaced.

The taking: of this culture
facet has led to some demora-
lization of the people. - This is a
great price to pay by -the
Eskimos who have lived in-
timately with the dance frowned
upon by people. who do not
understand it;  who do not
fathom its deep meaning to the
Eskimos who*had embraced it
as -one. of the ‘most. necessary
outlets - of  the uplifting of the
soul in . their fight for survival
down through the ages.
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Spnng Jamborees—

Canadlan Vlllages Hold Carmvals

By LOIb KhATlNG :
- INUVIK — May 5, 1974 —
The sprmg Jamborees hnvc taken
place again this year. The Beaver
Jamboree in Arctic Red River;
The “Fort Good Hope  Easter

Carnival; the Mad Trappers Ren-

dezvous' in Aklavik; the -Peel
River Jamboree;in Fort McPher-
son; and:'the White Fox Jam-

-boree in_Sachs. Harbour." Again,

Inuvik had ‘no special - spring

“festival.

Puddles are appearing on !hc
streets of Inuvik, and there’s lots
of mud. Howeyer, the. ice roads
on the river are.still:being used
although they are no longer of-
ficially open.

The section of the new Demp-
ster. Highway between Inuvik
and Arctic Red River, which'has
been opien for a few months this
winter, has now been closed,
due to thawing condjtions.

All. land use operation in the
Mackenzie Delta region (includ-
ing Tukloydkluk) ended the first
week in May. This means that

all coverland exploration travel -

must stop for the summer,

The only - exception is :at
Sachs Harbour, where brief ex-
tensions have been given, due to
extremely bad weather on the
island, which ‘prevented the
crews from getting off the land

" by April 30.

Early on Palm Sunday morn-

_ing, fire broke out in the historic

All Saints Anglican Church in
Aklavik- When the fire was dis-

‘covered, it was already out of

control and there was a strong
wind  blowing.  Nothing -was
saved. Lost were many irreplac-
able works of art,

A‘preliminary hedring regard~
ing the Mackenzie Valley Pipe-

line inquiries was held April 22

in Inuvik. Justice Thomas R.
Berger presided at the meeting,
which was held mainly to deter-
mine where and when the in-
quiries should be held. It- was
generally agreed that Justice Ber-
ger should hold hearings in each
of the communities which will
ve affected by the pipeline.

The main question now seems
to be when? Some of the groups
wanted them to be as soon as
the -end of this coming summer,
whereas- other groups, particu-
larly ~ C.OP.E., the Indian
Brotherhood - and ‘the [nuit
Tapirisat, all feel that it will take
at least another year to do work
on all the informafion which has
already been collected and to
get - this information to the
people ‘in a form_that they can
understand.

One. hundred - and . nine
Eskimo people from this area
have now begun to receive

" checks -under.the Alaska Native

Claims Settlement. Almost a
thousand  applications had been

“will be going

sent in, but only a smdll number
of those were accepted.
- The Land Use and Occupancy”
study being conducted by the
Inuit Tapirisat:is nearly finished
in the Delta area. Peter Usher
is now putting together all the
information  which he, Bertram
Pokiak of Tuk, Victor Allen of
Univik, and:Peter Thrasher of
Aklavik, collected. |

He is making’ maps to show
the land-use for each commupity.
When these are finished, they.
back into_ the
communities to.show the people
the finished maps and to see if
they are correct.

When the project - is com-
pleted, they will have a true
rcwrd of the land that the Inuit
people have traditionally. used

*for ‘trapping: and’ hunting, be-

cause it will be the people’s
own record. This is the first step
in working toward land claims.

. The ITC is alsq doing the
same kind of work in the central
and-‘eastern arctic and this will
be finished later this year.

A group of senior citizens in
the Delta arca have been given a
grant for $9,438.00' under the
government’s -~ New  Horizens
program, to hold.two workshops
to study and record ‘traditional
Loucheux and Hareskin. Indian
games. At these workshops, the

" games will be talked about and

played and photographs will be
taken.

Afterwards, it is hoped that a
set of posters will be made up
similar  to those which have
already been done for Eskimo
games. Some of the Indian
games hac been forgotten by all

but a few of the older people.
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‘Barter .
“three days each’ ‘way, javeraging

returned home.

FheLouchcu
Games - Group-~ hopes | to . bring
these -~ people together “at the

workshops antl in thi§ way the
games. will be recorded and kept

for future generations.
Alex and Hope Gorllon made
trip by skidoo frbm- their
l\omu in Inuvik to Kaktovik on
Island.. - It ld‘ok them

100 miles pér day. vTQ]cy spent

- several days with relatives and

Alaska ‘and then
Alex and Hope
are. known - -to. many’ Eskimo
Olympics fans, as 'lthcy are
members of the Mackenzie Delta
Drum Dancers. i

The trappers at Sachs Har-
bour " have had:an oxlrcmnlv
good ‘trapping season. 1hm year.
Thousands of white foxes have
been caught. . With the  high
prices which are being obtained

friends. in

- the -average full-time. trapper on

Banks Island = will be. making
moré than $20,000.00 this year.

David Nasogoloak has already
caught “over 1700 white foxes,
which-is more than anybody can
aver remember one person get-
ting in a season, and which will
net him around $67,000.00.

The average price being paid
at ,the auctions for a white fox
pelt is $50.00 and some of the
best furs: are getting more than

We've now got the midnight
sun and twenty-four hour day-
light.
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grade levels,
program.
advisory boards. -

Personnel Office

670 West Fireweed Lane
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

FUNCTIONS 'AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
emphasis - on * curriculum development,’
enrichment program, secundary tutoring and .understanding of environment of students at all
general supervision of cultural heritage program and community 'counseling

Position Vacancy Announcement

Q'UALIFI(’AATIONS: Minimum of Bachelors Degree and eligible for Alaska Teachers Certificate,
with experience in coordinating educational programs.
of Alaska Native affairs and culture are essential.

Knowledge of

elementary teacher aid

Supcrvxse travel teachers; and  special project tutors.
Prepare ull necessary repurls to fill the Federal project guidelines.-
_budgetary procedures and assistance of purchasing supplies and equipment.
SALARY: $23,188.00 to 525‘1‘75.00. (Dcpchding Lipon experience and training.)
CLOSURE DATE: June 19, 1974.
For'applica\lions and or i_nquirieS contact:

Anchorage Borough School District

An Equal Opportumty Employer

Administrative experience and knowledge

Coordinate Indian Education Act proposal with

local school district structure

program, secondary cultural

. Meet regularly with Native
Administer

,'Pagé T

-l lareskin -



