phemo by Bwnars Crane

Fl'uulr.'.-.r:r'_ .‘I-f;md;.l': ln.l-ém.'. gpentt most of s life om St Lawrence Island

Guardsman hopes Native
youth learn traditional ways

by Barbarn Crane
Twrmilim Times ropuerbe

s hard W think ol any plpce i
Adoska mwore remote than the village
of Cnanhedl, Tocated on the nworth
western tip of S0 Lawrenee Island in
the Benmg Sea, 200 mules west ol
Mg

Whilie everyday Tile traveling,
bdhing Tood or just staying warm
requires more elfort than most aity
Fobks conm fougeine, Winlred Motk book
1 huppy e call Gambell s home

“W's oa hard hife, bt | like g,
Matuklook s '

Fhe weather s the most powerful
lorde out there. When | leave
Caambell, 'm never sure when the
wedther will be clear émough for the
prlame 10 get me back. "

Mutuklook recally muny times when
he wis suppesod 10 be gone overmnight
bl ended up o winting many diys Tor
the weather 1o improve

Thiere's nothing vl can div bl
wiall,” " he sard “Gambell s qust like
that. ™’

While Matuklook, a Bering Strils
Native Corp. sharcholder. hos lived all
ol has hile in Gambell, he's currently
O O YeAr s assignment im Mome with
the Aluska Army National Guoard

He accepted the job o partially
because of the limited opporumitics (o
make money ot home

“There's nil much business ot on
Chpbwll, other than some government
o i the Chuard, ™ Muotukbook s

A Lol of people are barely getting
b

ol Mutuklook s discoverimg thal
he necds o Jol more casdh now' that he's
vble ey follow s (eshitional sub

fi Ifcstyle o Ninne

i b 1 didin’t bgve w 4 AR
e b inmey, ather than having o buy

il wodd stove anl,”” e saad

Wikt i | -.|u'|u5ur;.‘ b inaich
ipartment rem,

b pilwrti, water and sewer and Tiphts
P gt sy mmmy bally

YWhen he's home n
Muotuklook savs he loves o watch
Croniteonul dancing. He also énjoys do
PENET SLEe I".'Ifl"r LALE WL . Whll’.h IS nne

Wy i MNedne

bl ],

‘| like to talk in
our own tongue,
but sometimes a
young person will
have to ask me,
‘What do you
mean?’ '

—Winfred Matuklook

ol the lew ways ol earning money on
St Lawrence Island

Mmoot as good as some people,
bul | dio ke W carve,”” he said
Chimetines | waleh those people who
really know how o carve. They don’l
need any plans, they just carve what
5 wp i therr heads, "

Muataklook alvo likes to fish and
hum Tor seals, and he enjoys teaching
the young men how 10 hant

He believes it is important for all the
voung people of Gambell 1w learn
about, understund and practice the
tracitional ways of therr penple, bul
e worries that (hiose ways are being
lowsi

"1 ke to talk o our own angue,
he sawl, ““bul somenimes a young per
son wilhiave jo ask me, "What do you
micun’

“"They are produslly losing  our
Nabve tongue and inlkimg more o
Englwh While they learn 1o read and
write our lnnguage in school, they ure
sl losing the mcaning of wha they
nre gaymg.

Mituklook s year m Nome will be
up the end ol March, and he |s cager
oy retuin 1o his family and the life he
enjioys the most

“Everyone thinks of his birthplace
an his home, " he said, “and Pmoans
s [ pel hisiick tio iy hore. 1 huave
a goowd hife in Gambell ™



