Trawlers pose threat

To the editor:

With the bout explosion in the Gull
of Alaxka to catch all types of fish, i
hus become necessary to put restric-
nons on the efficiency of all gear types
b minimize gear losy, overharvest and
waste on vessels and at shore-based
plants.

No one group at this point in time
ix exempd from this problem. Many

miles of longline, 11;: and coll ends
C

from trawlers ure each year.

Lately the North Pacific Fishery
Mana Council has made over-
ture 1o the longline fleet for one of a
multiple choice limit without mention
ing the escalating problem being posed
by the factory trawler increase now
und in the future.

Twenty percent Aluska cod bycatch
15 an unsccepiably high figure leadin
10 many abuses. | see ways (o dea
with this problem: No bycatch of black

vind, halibut or any other species that
wre considered overharvested by new
entries into the factory trawl feet and
closing areas where large bycatch of
any prohibited species s recorded

The rup sheel proposing limits on
the !uunglﬂlers because of safety didn’y
mention the factory trawl deet. All 1
can soe i continual dwindling stocks
with only the longliners bearing the
brumt of the conservation.

The North Pacific Fishery Manige-
ment Council should more aptly have
named that sheel “the reallocation (o
truwlers issue. "’

Do we cut our throats or do we ask
for i morstorivem on the trawl Nleet and
n reduction of the 20 percent bluck cod
bycatch?

Sincerely,
Ralph Cuthne
Petersburg

APU’s Trotter was wrong

To the editor:

I wus shocked to read in the Nov
20 issue of your that Alnska
Pucific University President Tom

Trotier suggested that his college may
have the highest percentage of Alaska
Native students in the naton at 16
percent.

Sheldon Jackson College's Almika
MNative student percent of enrollment
is consistently between 30 percent 1o
50 percent. In sddition o a higher
perce of enrollment, ours is the
oldest wonal institution in the
state, and the only institution of higher
education | know of in this state w

mission has wways included Aliska
Natives,

As o fellow four-year liberal ans
college, we certainly appreciale,
APU"s recent efforts 1o attract Alaska
Mative students, The announcement of
this recent chunge at APU should not
be allowed 10 hide the 11 1-year history
of serving the educational needs of
Alaskn hgltim that we at Sheldon
Juckson College hold with pride.

Bill Stenberg

Vice Presidemt for Student Services
Sheldon Jackson Culsl_n
i

Let’s stop beach littering

To the editor:

We are il Dew year w;di
spring and summer fishing nol oo far
nj;fr.m%'hiu holds true for the sports

minded a5 well as the commercial
minded.

So | hope during the rest of this year
and the ope coming up each person us-
ing our floats and our waterways puls
their styrofoam cups, sandwich con-
tainers, balt trayx, cups and plastic
wrappings into the bag you get at the
store counter and makes use of the
dumpsters placed in each harbor for
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YOUT COnVEnience.
Despite Marpol 5 and the threat of

a $25,000 fine, there seems to be very
little dimini of this type of waste.
People are ing o lousy garbage

dump out of every beach a person
Wanis tg_l:i:{mr on, The woods are no
better. reward for not linering s
not only yours, it's also o considers-
tion for your neighbors.

Sincerely,
Ralph Guthrie
tersburg

e Stevens discusses housing

coniinwed lrom page Two

Reguoa! AfTwirs last year documented
6,740 units needed acrogy the stale,
angl (hat has indecd heen helpful. The
most receni BIA study indicates thi
Alaska's new Endian housing need s
4 R45 units. At my request, the Indian
housing peograms wlmmistered by
HUD have agreed 1 use the higher
state figure.

Last year (Fiscal Year 19893 Aluskn
received 12.26 percent of the fotal
amount availlable (hased on percertage
of totul need for Indian housing) and
this year it will receive 108 percen
of the totul — for & otal of 18] umis
this year

The reasun that our percemtage of
thee total has been reduced is that our
stnte study , which determined Indian
housing nceds, was  significantly
grester than the BIA amdi- and wns
done iwo years ago. The BIA updates
the national needs nisessment annimlly
and other areas of the country are
determined 1o have o higher need than

the previous Year

The BIA's new national needs
assessment dermonsteates the neal (or
OR, 781 new Indian housing units and

redicts thut this figure i incressing
y 1,006 units per year

In Alaskn, we have u greater pro-
blem, because although the cost cap
hias bieen removed for Alaskan (it wis
previously 374,000 per umtl, it
mire expensive 0 build homes in
Alnska. With Alasks included, the
average unit cost for Indian housing
i SO0, (N0

This means that Aluska, cven with
an increaesd  allocation, cun build
fewer homes than another arca can,

We will continue to momitor this
psue, and | will do all T can 1o rase
the level of new Indian housing in the
FY91 HUD opriation, as well as
through the Housing Improvement
Program which BIA administers

With hest wishes,
Sen. Ted Stevens
Washington, D.C



