Canada, Greenland offer lessons for Alaska

by June Degnan
fim il Tunden Thues

The moml fiber of a mation 15 ol
measured by degrees in Celsius or
Fahrenheut, but by the responsivencess
and treatment by s government. Hay
ing recently returned from the coun
tries of Canbda and Greenland, | cin
reflect on what | saw and experienced .

As a teacher, planner and journalise,
| am deeply interested in the history
of abariginal people of the world —
specifically those who Tive in the
world's North, How those people are
treated, what the living conditions are
und what the future holds lor them s
n fascination o me, | am driven to cx-
amine their plight, for, as a Yupik
fromm Northwestern Alaska, | pm pari
of that group.

In Greenland, the children spoke
Greenlandic, English and  Darsh,
Those lnngunges are supported by the
povernment and reinforeed within th
hvine.

There s no stigma attached o the
speaking of the Native language within
the contres | visited. Tt s respecied
by all the citizeens and spoken by all
the aborigingd people. wcluding he
children

Within the Baftin Islimd regnn ol
Canathin, the Bt Language ol the I
wit is Iouktiont It ds tauglit as the
primary language from Kindergarten
through the secomd  grade, hefore

English s introduced  within the
schools.

Inuktitur as o lungiage is similar 1o
Yupik, i one can attempt 1o compuare
the twir. | do ot speak the languoge,
bt can understand it since it was
spoken by my father and grandmother
during my early childhood. Tnukuinr
ts not only spoken, but also writien in
wymbols that are unigue

Comparing what | have seen ol
thewe  aboriginals in Cansda  amd
Gireenlunel to those Hving here in
Alusku, there seemss 10 be o great
thapanity between them . | con say that
the Canadian and Greenlandic Tnui
hav= a lar gremer chance for suc-
cessful survival, in that they are
respected  cibizens within  their
homeland

-

They have maintined their Native
lunpuuge because it has been tught
within the schools,

The gavernment and leaders respect
the aboriginal stalus of dubsistence
hunting, Oishing and the gathering of
fonel, a5 historieally practiced by their
prople. The laws take into considern-
ton that umigueness, The resources,
bsthy Boueran and notuend, have o wise
use  perspective i planming  and
implementation

-Flli"-. i because the leadership wl
thiwe coumtries takes aglabal perspec
uye They understand we di not Tive
i i vicum, but together witlim one
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wirld.

It was gratilying 1o be within coun-
tnies that held mutual respect for dif-
ferences of idens and lifestyles. It s
that type of respect that 1 find lacking
here within Aleska. This stote has the
capability of becoming more humane
in its teeatment of Alnskn Natives
when It matures and  gains decent
leadership.

Currently there is very limited op
portunity for Alaska Natives to suc
cessfully survive in Alaska.

Many times it 1y who you know that
helps one land that wdeal job, and
Alnska Natives lick that solidarity 1o
help each other out. The negativism
of opgression, mcism and poverty
sefrrates us as it slices nway the ties
thut bind vs together

The poor trepiment we receive in
every aspect of our lives comes frinn
the racism that is campant within this
stifte, hl.*;:lrmlrlg frob the top povern
ment offwnl to the man in the street

That discrimination sets the tone for
the selfdestructive behavior  along
with aleobol and drag nbuse

Respect for us will come i we com

mand it. 1015 up 1o us 10 pave the way
for those changes. 1f we find the treat-
mient deplorsble, et us not condone it

It is done to separate us from our
lnnd. Remember, we are the largest
private-sector lundowners in this state,

The Alaska commussioner of educa-
tion 15 now demanding that Mative
lnnguages be wught within the schools,
This i o step in the right direction,

We must dermand that Alaskia Native
teachers be hired within the system
and not passed over by recruiting from
the Lower 48, as s the practice
currently

Furthermore, Congress should non
fund a two-year siudy on Alaska
Natives. We are not microbes 1o be
serutinized . Comimon sense revealy we
are products of child abuse within the
classrooms,

Our parents were beaten and had
their mouths washed with soap when
they spoke their Native language in
schond

Treatment filled with abwse, noglect
and oppressiom lead to the behavior we
are currently witnessing, 10s time to
stop that pbusive treatment we have
been forced 10 endure hy the schools,
government and the public, Aluska
Mitves need o fighting chance 1o sur-
vive through proper education, job op

wtunitles amd to be respected o

wman beipgs. starfing here at home,
i Adnska vy



