
New. State AntiAnti-

DiscriminationDiscriminationDiscrimi nation
DiscriminationLawEffective

LawLawEffectiveLaw-EffectiveLawEffectiveLawEffectiveANCHORAGEThe

:- EffectiveEffectiveAN-
CHORAdETheANCHORAdE-TheANCHORAdETheANCHORAdE-ANCHORAdETheANCHORAGE-TheANCHORAGE-The AlaskaAlaska-

State
Alaska-

StateState Commission for HumanHuman-
Rights

Human-
RightsRights announced from AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age that tnet11ethe State has a new antilntianti-anti-
discrimination

; ¬.-
discriminationdiscrimin tion law .effectiveeffective. ,. asas-

of
as-

ofof September 25 , 1970 .

The newne statute specificallyspecifically-
Pfovides

specifically-
providesprovidesPfovides thatthaithat the Superior CourtsCourts-
of

Courts-
ofof Alaska shallshaH have jurisdieitonjurisdicitonjurisjurisdiciton-
over

icitoniciton-
overover causes of action arising unun-unun-

der
un-

der
¬-

der the Alaska discriminationdiscrimination-
laws

discrimination-
lawslaws , including collateral issuesIssues-

which
issues-

whichwhich are a part of the discrimdiscnm-discnmdiscrim-discnm-
inatory

discrim-
inatory

¬-

inatory conduct complained of..

In making the announcement ,

Robert Willard ., thethc agency'sagencysagency'sagencys' exex-exex-

ecutiVe
ex-

ecutive
¬-

ecutive director , said that underunder-
the

under-
thethe tiewhew law ,. an aggrieved partyparty-
who

party-
whowho feels helie has been discrimindiscrimin-discrimin-
ated

discrimin-
ated

¬-
ated against may file a lawsuit inin-

a
in-

aa Superior Court of competent ''

jurisdiction as his first cause ofof-
action

of-
actionaction .

Having filed the suit , a copycopy-
of

copy-
ofof the court complaint is servedserved-
on

served-
onon the Human Rights CommisCommis-Commis-
sion

Commis-
sion

¬-

sion ,. which agency may intermter-mterinter-mter-
venc

inter-
vene

¬-

venevenc in the suit as a party ;: or itIlIl-

may
it-

maymay inform theth CourtCo rt that it isI-
Salready

is-

alreadyalready acting on the discrimindiscrimin-discrimin-
atory

discrimin-
atory

¬-

atory act giving rise to the lawlaw-law-

suit
law-

suit

¬-

suit..

In the case of the latter , thethe-

Court
the-

CourtCourt will defer action on thethe-

suit
the-

suitsuit until the Commission hashas-

determined
has-

determineddetermined the issues beforebfore itit..

A limitation of 45 days is inin-inin-

cluded
in-

cluded
¬-

cluded to ensure prompt settlesettle-settle-
ment

settle-
ment

¬-

ment of these issues .

The actct empowersempowers'theempowersthe'thethe' courtcourt-
to

court-
toto enter a preliminary injunctioninjunction-
pending

injunction-
pendingpending the commission'scommissions' acac-acac-

tion
ac-

tion
¬-

tion . The decision of the comcom-com-
mission

com-
mission

¬-

mission is binding to all partiesparties-
inin the lawsuit..

It further provides that thethe-

action
the-

actionaction brought before the courtcourt-
would

court-
wouldwould include a pattern of disdis-dis-
crimination

dis-

crimination
-¬-

crimination which might notnot-
otherwise

not-
otherwiseotherwise be cured if the issuesissues-
were

issues-
werewere limited to specific discrimdiscrim-discrim-

inatoryacts
discrim-

inatory
¬-

inatoryinatoryactsacts .

(Continued on Page 6 . )
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Willard
1)-

Willard
)

WillardWillardgaveWWardWillard ,
-gavegave-', gave

, 'thisthis'
thi $ ., as1-as1as1anasa ' '

-, an .exex.ex-.ex., ex.ex-

ample
¬.-

ample : An individual institutinginstitutjng
MtartinstitutjngMtinstitutingartMtactionan. action Againstgainst a companycompanytojto\toto\; to-

redress
toto-

redressredress racial discrimination cancan-

maintain
can-

maintainmaintain aaaclass'classclass-class',- actionactionan'dactionandandan'd'
,obqb-qbqbt-

ain
qb-

tain
-¬-

tain relief 'asas'.asas.,as , to 'allall' membersmembers ofbfbf-
his

bf-
hishishisclassclass , includingincluding thosethose'

in 0-0o-o-0t-

her
o-

ther
o-oo-

ther
-

ther departments .
,

.' i\i-
This

I-

ThisThis legislation was originallyoriginaI1yoriginaI1-
ydrafted

originally-
draftedServicesdrafted by 'AlaskaAlaska';. AlAlaskaska Legal SerSer-SerSer-

vices
Ser-Ser¬-

vices CorporationCOrPorati n attorneys andanaana-

jointly
and-

jointlyjointly introducedlntrodu ed in the firsififi.rfir.*#session of the sixth state legislalegisla-legisla-
ture

legisla-
ture

¬-

ture by Senators Joe JosephsontJosephsortJosephsonJosephson-
Nick

," <

Nick Begich , Brad Phillipsfhillips andand-

John
anan-

JohnJohn Rader-allRaderallRader'allRaderallRader--all-':-- of Anchorage ;;'and Terry Miller of FairbanksF rbanks ..
It passed the Senate AprilAprit'tApritt'? '

'

1969 , by a vote of 19-119119.1191-. , and thethe-

House
!]\

House on May 1II111 , 1970 by 29-9299299-
tally

-
:
;,

tally .
\
ii-

Willard

j

_ Willard said the ,'' new statutestattltestatute-
serves

,
servesserves three basic functions :

'

(1)1(1)An1An( lAn) ,An individualirtdividual will be freefree-
to

free-
toto pursue his own temedieslemediesremedies rara-rara-

ther
ra-

ther
¬-

ther thantha rely upon CommissionCommission-
action

Commission-
actionaction inin-casesincases"-

cases
c-

ases'-

cases
c-

ases"'- where the ComCom-Com-
mission

Com-
mission

¬-

mission is unable
,

to give .hishishis-
problem

.,
his-

problemproblem promptproI11ptpromptpromptattentionattention ;

(2)2( ) Class actions directed atat-

patterns
at-

patternspatterns or practices will be perper-per-
mitted

per-
mitted

¬-

mitted , rather than requiring enen-enen-

forcement
en-

forcement
¬-

forcement to focus on individindivid-individ-
ual

individ-
ual

¬-
ual or isolated acts ; andand

(3)3( ) The Commission'sCommissions' enforenfor-enfor-
cement

enfor-
cement

¬-
cement powers will be strengthstrength-strength-
ened

strength-
ened

¬-

ened byly the power to interveneintervene-
inin broad scale attacks upon disdis-disdis-

crimination
dis-

crimination
¬-

crimination .
'

Willard said the new legislalegisla-legisla-
tion

legisla-
tion

¬-

tion is "reallyreally" a landmark inin-

dealingdealing with acts of discriminadiscrinlina-discrinlinadiscrimina-discrinlina-
tion

discrimina-
tion

¬-
tion ."

The State Commission exerexer-exer-
cises

exer-
cises

¬-
cises jurisdiction over allaU violaviola-viola-
tions

viola-
tions

¬-
tions of existing State anti-disantidisanti-dis-antidis-antidisantidisc-
rimination

antidis-
crimination

-- -¬-

crimination laws .

SpecificallySpecific Uy ,; its jurisdictionjurisdiction-
relates

jurisdiction-
relatesrelates to discrimination inirt emem-emem-

ployment
em-

ployment
¬-

ployment , whether by an emem-emem-

ployer
em-

ployer
¬-

ployer , labor organization or emem-emem-

ployment
em-

ployment
¬-publicployment agency ; places of pubpub--¬-

lic accommodation ; housing ; fifi-fifi-

nancial
fi-

nancial
¬-

nancial practices and state operoper-oper-
ations

oper-
ations

¬-
ations .

Prior to the implementationimplementation-
ofof the new lawJaw , prime., enforceenforce-enforenforce-
ment

e-ee-

ment
¬-

ment responsibility was vestedvested-
in

vested-
inin the state commission .

The commission , upon rere-rere-

ceipt
re-

ceipt
¬-

ceipt of aacomplaintcomplaint"complaint-complaint"- from anan-

aggrieved
an-

aggrievedaggrieved individual or upon itsits-

own
its-

ownown motion , Would initiate inin-inin-

formal
in-

formal
¬-

formal proceedings to achieveachieve-
conciliationt

achieve-
conciliationsconciliationtconciliationsconciliation ? and it appropriate ,.
issue a cease and desist orderorder-
against

order-
againstagainst the individual or firm .

In such proceedings the comcom-com-
mission

com-
mission

¬-

mission , and not the complaincomplain-complain-
ant

¬-
ant , would exercise control of ,'

the presentationpres nta'ionntaion' . The complaincomplain-complain-
ant

complain-
ant

¬-

ant or the respondent had thethe-

right
the-

rightright tot seek judicialjudi ial review as to(00(0-

the
to-

the
(

the commission'scommissions' action .

The enforcement of thethe'ceasetheceasethe'cease-
and

' ceasecease-
andand desist order may be judicialjudicial-¬-

lyjudiciallyobtained , but only at the inin-inin-

sistence
in-

sistence
¬-

sistence of the commission .
In addition , enforcement hadhad-

to
had-

toto be through criminal prosecuprosecu-prosecu-
tion

prosecu-
tion

¬-

tion of a person who engages inin-

action
in-

actionaction prohibited by 1hethe]jie subsub-sub-

stantive
sub-

4

sub-

stantive
¬-

4<
stantive provisions of the antianti-anti-
discrimination

¬.-
discrimination law .

"NowNow" , with'vithvith' the newoew law ,"
Willard said , "itit"" speeds the propro-pro-
cess

pro-
cess

-¬

cess ofofresolvingresolving a complaint ofof-
discriminatory

of-
discriminatorydiscriminatory conduct and enen-enen-

sures
en-

sures
¬-

sures that it never occurs toto-

lother
to-

'other
..

'otherotherlother' minorities after the case is '

settled ." '
r,r-

WillatdstatingthatWillafdWillatdWillard concluded by stating
that the new law doesdoe $ not disdis-dis-

engage
-¬-

.-
that

t-
hat

'-

engage
e-

ngage
.'dis'engageengage its present powers to rere-rere-

ceive
re-

ceive
¬-

ceive , investigate , and resolveresolve-
complaints

resolve-
complaintscomplaints of discrimination asas-

itit has in the past .
'

He said that further informainforma-informa-
tion

informa-
tion

¬-
tion on thisthi $ or other relatedrelated-
statutesstatutes should be brought totto-

thethe attention of the Alaska StateState-
C

State-
CommissionCommissionC tnmission for Human Rights ,
338 DenaluDenali ,; 520 MacKayMacK y BuildBuild-Build-
ing

Build-
ing

¬-
ing , Anchorage 99501..

.JJ.


