
Land Protection May BeBe-

Major
Be-

MajorMajor Topic ofAFN Meet
By SUSAN TAYLORTTAYLOR-

Staff
A YLQRYLQR-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-
As

Writer-
As

Writer-
AsAs Dec . 31 draws closer andand-

prospects
and-

prospectsprospects for a land claims setset-setset-

tlement
set-

tlement
¬-

'-

grow
g-

row
'-

grow
g-

row'tlement this yearyeat'gro-

w

yeatgro-

w

more rere-rere-
mote

re-

mote
-¬-

mote , native leaders are beginbegin-begin-
ning

begin-
ning

¬-

ning to seriously discuss alternaalterna-alterna-
tives

¬.-
tives for protecting their claimsclaim3claim3-
to

claims-
toto theth land . The topic maymay-
prove

may-
proveprove to be one of majormaj r concon-con-

cern
con-

cern
¬-

cerncernat-atat-
at the AFN conventionconvention-

Oct
convention-

OctOct.. 15-171517- .,

About 500X00 delegates 'areare''are exex-exex-

pect
ex-

pected
¬-

pectedpect d to gather in AnchorageAnchorage-
for, for the three-daythreeday-- event..

On Dec. 31 the land free/.efree.efree.eefreelefreerefreele-
institutedby

freere-
institutedby

/._
instituted-byinstitutedby--- the former SecreSecre-Secre-
tary

Secre-
tary

¬-

tary of the Interior , Stewart U-UU-

dall

U-

dall

U-

dall

-

dall , is scheduled to expire . ThisThis-
frecze

This-
freezefreezefrecze has held unreserved publicpublic-
lands

public-
landslands in the StateSt te in a status quoquo-
position

quo-
positionposition for about four years . It

was designed to protect thethe-

rights
the-

rightsrights of the native Aleuts , EskiEski-Eski-

mos
Eski-

mos
¬-

mos , and Indians of Alaska untiluntil-
Congress

until-
CongressCongress could settle the landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims issue .

NativeNati e leaders have remainedremained-
hopeful

remained-
hopefulhopeful that Congress will actattatt-
on

act-

onon the matter when it reconrecon-recon-
venes

recon-
venes

¬-

venes after the November elecelec-elec-

tions
elec-

tions
¬-

tions . ,

However , SecretarySecr
'
tary of the InIn-InIn-

terior
In-

terior
¬-

terior Walter J . Hi'ckelHickelHickel said TuesTues-Tues-
day

Tues-
day

-¬-
day in Anchorage that chanceschances-
are

chances-
areare slim for such action .

AccordingAccorrJ1gAccori' iig: to a Washington rere-rere-

port
re-

port
¬-

port from ToilTot , . RichardsRi'ihardsRiihards' , JrJr.. ,.

president of the AFN ., Emil Notti ,

statedstaled that it would be desirabledesirable-
from

desirable-
fromfrom the native point ofoviewofview( view toto-

hold
to-

holdhold the land( and freeze ini . its' prespres-pres-
ent

pres-
ent

-¬-

ent form indefinitelyindefnitelyindef nitelyiJ'tsiJts:untilu tiltit thethe-
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landbnd claims issue isis settled ., :
-.

He reemphasizedemphasizedr that 'pp"pos-
etion

'"p6si-p6si"poseposep6si-

tion
si-sisi-

tion
-
,

tion Monday . ,.
"WeWe" wantwanta

,
a total-totaltotal-

freeze
total-

freeze
total-

freeze
,

-

freeze on the whole statestae untiluntil-
thethe problemp'roblem' , is

'- resolved
r- esolved'- resolved
r- esolved'- resolved
r- esolved'

," hehe-

saidfrom
ee-

saidfsaidsaidfsaidfrom,
,fromom Anchorage ..

' ';-.
' :;

He stressed that ' thetheAFNAFN-AFNAFNAFN-

opposes
-

opposes any lifting of the freezefreeiefreeze-
untiluntil1uptilluptilltheuntil ' the natives are dealt withwith-
fairlyincluding

,
fairly-includingfairlyincluding- a partial liftingJiftingJifting-
tentatively

lifting-
tentativelytentatively proposed by HickelRickel.. '

NottiNottiyasN tti \yasyaswas\",as in Washington thethe-
last

the-
lastlast

_
ofpf September withwithanan AFNAFN-

delegation
AFN-

delegationdelegation while the landlanet claimsclaims-
issue

claims-
issue

'-

was
w-as'-

was
w-as'-

was
w-as' '-

consideration
c-

onsideration
'

issue under 'consideration-
by

onsideration'considerationconsiderationonsideration-
byby the House Interior CommitCommit-Commit-
tee

Commit-
tee

¬-
tee . (Tom Richards , Jr . workedworked-
asas a staff-WriterstaffWriterstaff--writer for the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-

TimesTimes in 1968 and 1969 . He isis-

nownowisnownow stationed in Washington , D .
C. with the U.SUS. . Navy . All ofof-

the
of-

thethe following ', comments by nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive
¬-

tive leaders were reported to thethe-

Tundr
the-

TundraTundraTundr Times by him .)
In the event that the AFNAFN-

do
AFN-

doesn'tdoesn'tdoesntdo sn 'tt' succeed in its efforts toto-

maintain
to-

maintainmaintain the freezefeeze{ , Notti indiindi-indi-

cated
indi-

cated

¬-

cated in Washington thatth t a parpar-¬-
' tialpartialextension of the freeze couldcould-

be
.
be implementedimplmentedimpl mented .

If so , "WeWe" would like to havehave-
some

have-
somesome input into the regulationsregulations-
onon how the land freeze is exex-exex-

tended
ex-

tended
¬-

tended in order to minimize thethe-

areas
the-

areas 'areas of conflict before thesetheSe-

rules
these-

rulesrules are implemented . ... .". hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid .

The state has already made itit-

known,_ knownknownthatthat-that-- it plans tot6 have sese-sese-

Jected
se-

lected
¬-

lectedJected a major portion of the re-rere-

maining
re-

maining
re-

maining
-

maining 656S6Smillion65millionmillion acres allottedallotted-
toto it under the Statehood ActAct-
by

Act-
byby the time the land freezersfreeze ' isis-

Jifted
is-

liftedliftedJifted . Some of these selectionsselections-
might

selections-
mightmight well come iniiI'conflictiiIconflictin-conflictinconflict'conflictconflict'- withwith-
native

with-
nativenative claims to the land .

Protection of native interestsinterests.-
in

interests-
in.inin. in the event that the claims isis-isis-

S
is-

sue
-¬-

sueSsue is not settled in CongressCongress-
prior

Congres-
sprior.topriorprior.topriorto.toto. the lifting of the freezefreeze-
was

freeze-
waswas jointly discussed in WashingWashing-Washing-
ton

¬-

ton by the AFN Board of DirecDirec-Direc-
tors

Direc-
tors

¬-
'

tors and Secretary,
HjckelHickel andand-

his
and-

hishis special assistant , MorrisMorris-
Thompson

Morris-
ThompsonThompson .

John Borbridge , firstfirst-firstvice.- vice-vicevice-

president
vice-

president
vice-

president
-

president of the AFN reportedreported-
after

reported-
afterafter the meeting , "IndicationsIndications"Indications-
were

"
were given that the matter ofof-
protecting

of-
protectingprotecting Native Interestsjnterestsinterests whenwhen-
the

when-
thethe freeze expires is being giyengiyen-

consideration
giyen-

considerationconsideration by the SecretarySecretary-
although

Secretary-
althoughalthough no formal draft of aa-

proposal
a-

proposalproposal has been developed asas-

of
as-

ofof this27)Thedate . " (Sept.. 27)27)
The Secretary .agreedagreed.. , BorBor-Bor-

bridge
Bor-

bridge
¬-

bridge added , with a suggestionsuggestion-
that

suggestion-
thatthat it mightmighfmiglif' be in the best in-inin-

toiests
in-

t
in-

tarests
-

toiests.restsreststarestst. of all concerned if thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesNatives werewere to have an opporoppor-oppor-
tunity

oppor-
tunity

¬-

tunity to make some suggestionssuggestions-
that

suggestions-
thatthat might be incorporated inin-

the
in-

thethe freeze .:
'

Visiting in Anchorage Oct . 7 ,
Hickel said that if the freeze isis-

lifted
is-

liftedlifted partiallyp-artiallypartially- ,;' thetile federal gov-govgov-

.ernment
gov-

ernment
gov-gov--

ernmentgovernmentwould maintain a com-comcom-
plete

cdm-cdmcdm-

plete
com-

plete
--

plete freeze on about 40 millionmillion-
acresacres surrounding nativef\ativefativenative\ villagesviIlages ..
This action would be designedleslgned'designed:' '

to protect the land that the In-InIn-

terior
In-

terior
In-

terior
-

terior Department feels the nana-nana-

tives
na-

tives
¬-

tives are entitledmtitledartitled to under .thethethe-
administration's

.the-
adm

.

administration'sadministrationsadm: nistration'snistrations' bill .

The freeze Would be in ef-efef-
feet

ef-
fect

ef-
fect

--
feetfectI until native villages com-comcom-
plete

com-
plete

com-
plete

--
pleteI their land selectionselec'tion' underunderl-
egislation

underl-
egislationlegislationI passed by Congress, .

The Interior Department isis-

supportingsupporting! a settlement of $500500$500-
million

$
millionJ in cash andnd

'*
10 to 1212-

millionmillion] acres of land . The na-na--

.

,
-

.

livestives have requested a land settlesettle-settle-
ment

¬.-
ment of 40 million acresacres'andacresandacres'andt-
here

, 'andand' and-
there.therethere.,

have been some reportsreports-
thatthatreportsthatthetheHousethe'House-HouseHouse-,' Interior Comit-ComitComit-
tee

Comit-
tee

Comit-
tee

-
teetee is seriouslySerio sly considering suchsuch-
art

',

passedSenateanart award ., TheTh recently passed
Senate bill providesprovide! only 10 milmil-milmil-

lion
mil-

lion
¬-

lion acres of land . > :;

Also speaking in Anchorage ,
Hickel , implied that he believedbelieved-
the

believed-
thethe partial freeze would give nana-nana-

t
na-

e
na-

tive
¬-

, protectiontotivet\ee\:
* , claims'claims'claimsclaims' sufficient protection

toto allow a federal court to liftlift-

an
lift-

anan injunction obtained by SteSte-Ste-

vens
¬.-

vens Village barring constructionconstruction-
ofof the pipeline and the haulhaul-
road

haul-
roadroad over land claimed by thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage .

The pipeline project is alsoalso-

blocked
also-

blockedblocked by a federal injunctioninjunction-
obtained

injunction-
obtainedobtained by conservationists .

Hickel,, said that he expected to(00(0-

recetve
to-

receive
(

receiverecetve within 60 to 90 days aa-

new
a-

newnew application to build thethe-

pipeline
the-

pipelinepipeline from the newly organorgan-organ-
ized

organ-
ized

¬-

ized Alyeska Pipeline ServiceService-
Company

Service-
CompanyCompany .

expectsthisHe added that he expects
this new application to have thethe-

necessary
the-

necessarynecessary information to conCOri-COricon-conCOr-
ivin

con-
vince

¬-

vincevin e the conservationists thatthat-
the

that-
thethe pipeline ,. will.viIIviIIwill;. not harm thethttht-
environment

the-

environmentenvironment and to enable thethe-

lnteliior
the-

lnteKiorInteriorlnteliiorlnteKior Department to issue aa-

construction
a-

constructionconstruction permit..

Notti said that if the nativesnatives-
did

natives-
diddid not feel their claims werewere-
being

were-
beingbeing protected under a parpar-par-
tial

par-
tial

¬-

tial freeze , a final alternativealternative-
would,;. wouldWQuld be to seek legal stoppagestoppage-
ofof actionactionction to dispose ofofnativenativenative-
claimed

native-
claimedclaimed land .

"AccordingAccording"AccordingAccording" to legal opinion ,

because of the 9th Circuit CourtCourt-
decision

Court-
decisiondecision and because of the propro-prot-
ests

prot-
ests

-¬

tests thattha t are on file in the Secre-SecreSlcre-SlcreSecre-
tary's

Slcre-
tary's

Secre-
tary's

: -
tary'starys' office , we would at leastleast-
be

least-
bebe entitled to a hearing to deterdeter-deter-
mine

deter-
mine

¬-
mine the facts(acts before land isis-

given
is-

givengiven to those people who havehave-
filed

have-
filedfiled on it and that includes thethe-

State
the-

StateState of Alaska ."

The Ninth Circuit Court inin-

San
in-

SanSan Francisco ruled that nativesnatives-
have

natives-
havehave a right to be heard on thethe-

extent
the-

extentextent of use and occupancy ofof-
land

of-
landland as a basisbasi for claiming ownown-own-
ership

own-
ership

¬-
ership of it before1beforebefore-beforedwnership'- Ownershipwnershipdwnership ofof-
the

of-
thethe land can be determined byby-

a
44-

aa court..

When Native leaders discussdiscuss-
this

discuss-
thisthis issue in Anchorage OctOtt . 15-1515-

1

IS15-

17
-. f,

1177 , chances are fairly strongtrong$ thatthat-
aa freeze off 40 million acres willwill-

not
JJ-

notnot be acceptable to them as aa-

meansmeans of protecting the 40 mil-milmil-

lion
mil-

lion
- (

lion acres they are requestingrequesting-

from
requesting-

fromfrom Congress . 5

Also on the agenda of thethetthe-

convention
the-

convention

t\
convention is the election of ofof-of-

fieers
of-

ficers
¬-

ficersfieers . EmilEmiliEmiliNoWEmil'NottiEmilNotti'

NottiNoW said MondayMonday-

that
MondayIIMonday-

that

III-

Ithatthat he is 99.99999999.999999. percent suresure-

that
ff-

that
f-

thatthat helie will not run for reelec-reelecreelecrreelec-
tiort

reelec-

tion
-. r111-

1tiOritiorttiOrition1 . Likely candidatescandi ates , he add-addaddIaadd-

ed
d-ddIi- IIiI-

ied

;

candidates
ed , are John BorbridgeaorbrldgeBorbr dge , Jr ..., nownow-

first
now-

first
now-

firstfirstI vice president'' of the AFN , VV-

and

V-

andand: Willie Hensley , former exec-execexec-

utive
exec-

utive
exec-

utive
--- *

utive1 director of the AFN andandaand-

candidate
and-

candidate
?

candidateI for the State Senate .
il"

NojttiNotti- added that the conven-convenconveneconven-

tion
conven-

tion
- e

liontiont delegatesdelega tes will also discussdiscuss-

strengthening
A/A-

sstrengtheningrehgthenings the Alaska NativeNativeisisis-

Political
, ss-

Political

SlS-

lPoliticalPoliticalI Education Committee .
.- si51

A51Athousand copies of thethescssc

OctsOctscOct( . 14 issue of the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes1 has been purchased byby-

the
tltl-

the
tl-

thethet AFN for distribution at thethe-

convention
uu-

convention
u-

conventionconventionc . aal

" ...


