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Sooner the Better

The nafive laond cloims settlement will not come
hithﬂhthbﬂ ﬂih-llt
its solution is very much ot ' ime.
Although it may, or may not, sccelerate.
ing toword the solving of it are
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ions, the settlement could come in not to distant future.
If it does, the relating foctors, if not done in an expe-
ditious maonner, could delay theimplementation of the
final solution ond one of these is the enrdiment of the
native people involved.

The Alaske Federation of Natives is now under-
taking the enroliment of the nati ve people of Aloska.
This is going to be a big job,-if not a monumental one,
and slow response by our people at the initial stages
could delay the implementation of, soy, the distribution
of the mon ey reclized from the kond claims settlement .
Whatever final deliberations will decide, there could be
possibilities that some of the revenues might be dis-
tributed on per capita basis or based on eoch person
enrclled. At any rate, the roll will play on Emportont
part in determining whot persons will qualify os recip-
ients.

We should, perhaps, toke note end leam from the ex-
perience of the Tlingit ond Haida people in their enmli-
ment effort for the judgment money expected through
compensation for extinguished lands resulting from the
creation of the Tongass National Forest in South-
eastern Alaska. Although we stand 1o be corrected, we
believe the Southeastern Indians started the job two o
three yeors ogo with a deadline set but this had to be
extended once or twice. We olso recall that they ex-
pected to enroll nine to 12,000 people but the list has
now exceeded 17,000. Those responsible for the enroll-
ment found that the work wos a: hord one as well as
time consuming. |

Correspondingly, the AFN effort to enroll the major
portion of the n ative population of Alaska is going
be a difficult one. If we may hazard a guess, the number
could exceed 50,000. There could be seweral thousands
more living ovtside of the state ond this number could
swell the total to 70,000. Anywoy one looks ‘at the
undertoking, it will be o huge job.

- The native leaders in eoch community in Alaske
should urge their people to enroll os soon as possible.
to its every nook and cranny with enroliments thon 1o
~ have it waste time waiting for nemes fo work on
" We don’t even give a hoot whether AFN President Emil

Notti luiminu-llunhpunhuln& He'll
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