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SUBJECT: Nome, Alaska

““the worst slum orec

in the past all other govemment men and pliﬂﬂ“mu
n_-hn:h :”mi tions of nﬂ: hnﬁ:&hh
living conditions. come and were whisked away
to a hotel. Mmmﬂ the Chamber of Commerce
and then they leave. : £ 4

Finally, after a hundred years, somecne sees our frue con -
ditions. The radio peopls, the city fothers, and others ore
hollering about your statements. Some of these people live
in Nome for years and do not know that these condifions-
exist less thon a mile from them. They live in their own
lintle world and try to run the local community, Many are here
for only one or two years and then are gone again.

The Nome sewer system is set up so that it will inever
serve the majority of people who live inthe Native sections.
The city dump is located 300 yards from King | slond Village
(on outskirts of Nome) at the east end of the city. This dump
is in use in winter for oll woste ond crectes o terrible rot
problem there. Since the villagers have no refrigerators food is
stored in easy access fo rots. Many of the villagers cannot

afford the ““honey-wagon'' services and disposal of human
waste outside the houses makes this condition even worse.

Almost all of the homes are one and two room frome shacks
without insulation, ony interior or exterier finishing, and
single loyer rough boord floors. Usually four to twelve
people live in each place. It is too bad that we were forced
to move out of cur sod houses because it was said that they
are unsaonitary. They were snug ond warm. Now we must
live in @ cold frame house which cannot be heated. Two feet
from the old oil-barrel stove, or something of that type, we
can see our breath in the air. Many of thepeople cook os
Coléman gascline comp stoves. Most 6f them beach — comb
in any kind of weather and in icy winds to get drift wood to
burn for heat.

It seems that the only thing that was ever thought of about
us was “‘welfare—ism’’'. We are hoping that some kind of
training progrom will be earmarked for Western Alaska. This

place has mostly 80% unemployed or underemployed among
the Native people.

We.hove sought meny avenues for home loans for low in-
come Natives. There are none, believe it or not. We are re-
stricted from some gronts such as E.D.A. for community
halls because we live in a town over 2000 inhabitants —2800

Here, where many construction materials do not weather the
same as in the Lower 48, many fimes things like siding
change or pointing seems 1o be done when it is not really




