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Subsistence outcome still in doubt
by Bob Koweluk-
Tundra

KowelukKoweluk-
T

KowelukT-

undraTTundrand. TimTime-
sSpring

TimesTime-
sSpring

.
Spring subsistsubsistencenco humshunts rang-

ing
rang-

ing
rangrang--¬-

ing from whale and seal hunts to-

fishing
toto-

fishingfishing have begunbeglln in Villages-

scattered
VillagesVillages-

scatteredscattered throughout the sc4estatescstate4e.. But-

Natives
ButBut-

NativesNatives living inin the larglargelargo urbanurbllllurban-

areas
urbllll-

areasareas may not even have the-

privilege
thethe-

privilegeprivilege of going sport fishing-

this
fiShing-

this
fishing

this summer .,

For people living inil\ililthe\ the-

villages
thethe-

villagesvillages , there are few jobs and-
few

andand-

fewfew stores with limitedInnited goods .

The subsistencesabslstence economy is more-

important
moremore-

ImportantthllfimportantImportantthllf/ImportantthllfImportantthllfthethaifthan'/ the cash economy ,,

The subsistence activitiesactivilles in those-

villages
thosethose-

VVvillagesIllages is perhaps for many-

families
manymany-

familiesfamilies what feeds and clothes-
them

clothestlothestlothes-
themthem .

This spring ,, the subsidencesubslbtentesubsistence law-

which
lawlaw-

whkhwhichwhkh favored tthee people living-

in
hving-

In
livinghving

in the villages has beenpeeneen changedellanged: .,

The '''AlAl'AlaskAlask'AlaskaAlaskakI!* Supreme Court'sCourtsCourt's-
Madison

Court's-
Madison

'
Madison decisiondeclsiQn has opened up-

the
upup-

thethe subsistencesubsistente issue onceonte again-
As

againagamagam-

AsAs the law stands now , anyone-
can

anyoneanyone-
tancantan ""gogo subsistencequbsistenceubslstence hunting and-

fishing
andand-

fishingfishing . " That includesIndudes people-

living
peoplepeople-

livingliving in the ruralI1Iral areas as well as-

urban
asas-

urbanurban areas such as Anchorage or-

Fairbanks
oror-

FairbanksFairbanks
FairbanksFor

For whatever reason , the-

various
thethe-

vanousvariousvanous groups in favor of open-

ing
openopen--¬.

ingmg up their version of subsistencesubslstentesubsistence-

hunting
subslstente-

huntllJghuntinghuntllJg and fishingfibhing seem to have-

put
havehave-

putput themselves into a box .. The-

decision
TheThe-

deciblondecisiondeciblon gives preference to sub ¬.

sistenceslstence fishermen taking a large-

catch
largelarge-

catchccatchtch,, sports fishermen and bom-

mercial
cornCombom-bom*.-

mercial fishermenfibhermen will be the first-

to
firstfirst-

toto be excludedexduded from the fishing in-

order
inin-

orderorder to give subsistencef-

ishermen
subsistencesubsistentesubsistentef-

ishermenfishermen first preference ., And-

for
AndAnd-

forfor large urban areas such as An-

chorage
AnAn-

chorage
An-An¬-

chorage , this couldoould mean no sport-
fishing

sportsport-
fishingfishing for Native fishermentisl1ermen and-

for
ami-

for
andami

for some one-quurtcronequurtcrone-quarterquarter-- of a million-

nonNative
millionmillion-

nonNativenon-NativenonNative- people who flockflopkfiok to-

the
toto-

thethe major rivers and fishing areas-

offshore
areas-

offshore
areas

offshore . The commercial fishing-

Industry
fishingfishing-

Industryindustry could collapse in areas-

open
areasareas-

openopen ,. only to subsistencef-
ishermen

subsistencesubslsteotesubslsteotef-
ishermenfishermen ,

Many leaders statewide , both-

Native
bothboth-

NativeNative and nonon-NativenonNative>-Nutlve , do not see-

this
seesee-

thisthis to be a problem for people in-

these
In-

those
in

thpsethosethese rural areas whichwhith have acat *.,

cesstesS to theIbe state1state'sstatesstate ''8! roadroadsystemsystem .

'CopleInpeopleinA food resourceresourte whichwhich'Cople\'people\'Cople'CopleCople
In rural areas and villages have-

depended
havehave-

dependeddependeddependeduponupon for generatipns-
could

generatipnsgeneratlpnsgeneratlpns-
touldcouldtould be In jeopardy ,. Thousands-
of

Thousands
. of people who generallyeneral\yeneraly\ do not-

depend
notrlOIrlO-

Idependdepend upon a subsistence-
economy

subsistencesubsistence-

etonomreconomyetonomretonomrforfor their livelihoodlivelihood-
threaten

livelihood-
threatenthreaten misthis food resource with-

depletion
withwith-

depletiondepletion by their useUbe of a Iiml1e-
drenewable

limitedIiml1edlimited-

renewablerenewable resource .,.

For targelarge cities suchsuth as Fuir-

banks
FairFuir-Fuir¬-.

banks and AnchorageAnthorage , there are-

many
arc-

many
arearc

many people ,, both NiltivqNativeNlltlv } and ''

nonnon-NativenonNativenonNativevho-.Native \\vhovhoWho have farfor yearjiyeursyearsyears-
peen

yeurs-

beenbeenpeen happyhuppy withwithport\sport\portport huntinghuntingoror

I ,
,

,

I1 "IIIIll

fishing to get the wild game they-

wanted
theythey-

wantedwanted to eat... The bag limits forfor-

such
for-

suchsuch animals such as salmon ,.

trout , greygreylmggreylingling ,. pike , moose ,.

cariboucanbou , ducks , ptaramigan and-

others
andand-

othersothers have been fairlyfll1rly distributed-
by

distributeddistributed-
byby consideringeonsldermg the ratiorallo ofof-

hunters
of-

huntershunters to available wildlife-
within

wildlifewildlifew-

l1l:1inregionThesewithinwl1l:1inwl1l1in: a given geographicgeogrnphic regionregion-

TheseThese bag limits have also taken-
Into

takentaken-
intoInto considerationonslderation that the species-

maintain
speciesspecies-

maintainmaintain large enough popula-
tions

populapopula-'*-

threatenednotthreatenedthreatenedwithlionstions $00so$o that they are notnllt threaten-
ed

threatenthreaten- ¬-

ed with extinctionextinction-
AA 1978 statestatl! law gave sub-

sistence
sub-subsub-

sistence
subsub-¬-

sistence preference to those liv-

ing
liv-livlivIiv-Iiv, ¬-IivInging in ruralrutal areas and in Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

villages
Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

villages

''

villages This law took into con-

sideration
con-

sideration
concon-¬--

sideration people'speoples' access8ttess to jobs ,,

their shippingsl1ippmg costs for food and-

goods
andand-

goodsgoodflgoods , and the local availabilityavailability-
ofof food ,. whether from stores , or-

by
oror-

byby hunting ,, fishingfishtns: andandrnd
'.

other-
food

olher-
food

otherolher
food-foodfoodgathering-. gathering activitiesatllvilles .

,.

This law also took intomto con-

sideration
con-concon-

sideration
concon--¬-

sideration the differing nutritional-
needs

nutntlonal-
needs

nutritionalnutntlonal
needs of people livingIIvmg in urban-

areas
urbanurban-

areasareas ,, and those who livehve in rural-

areas
IUral-

areas
ruralIUral

areas and villages whichwhkh do not-

have
notnot-

havehave accessaccess to the cities .

In 1978 the people of this state-

and
statestate-

andand the state government decid-
ed

decid-

ed
deciddecid-¬-

ed in10 favor of settling the sub-

sistence
sub-subsub-

slbtence
subsub-¬-

sistenceslbtence disputedlbpute by deferringdeferrmg to-

people
toto-

peoplepeople livingIIvmg in rural areas and-

villages
andand-

villagesvillages becausebetause the urban areas-

had
areasareas-

hadhadhadallall the advantagesadvanli1ge :: many foodfood-

outlets
food-

outletsoutlets ,. lower costs for foods ,

goods and services ;;; a strongerstronger-
cash

stronger-
cashcash economy because of larger-
population

largerlarger-
populationpopulation bases for taxationwxatlon and-

a
andand-

aa variety of other things that sup-

port
sup-supsup-

port
supsup-¬-

port cash economiesetonoh1les of com-

munities
com-comeom-

h1unities
comeom-eom¬-

munitiesh1unities such as sea ports ,, railtailtail-

hubs
rail-

hubshubs , being near a !militaryllilitary basebaloCbare ,.,

etc .

At a news conference last-

week
lat-

week
lustla\tlatlast\

week ,, Alaska Federation of-

Natives
Of-

Nallves
of

NativesNallves ,. Inc .. , clarifieddanfied Its posi-

tion
posi-

tion
posi-posiposiposi-¬-

tion on legislation presently penpen-

ding
pen-

dmg
pen-pen¬-

dingdmg in the Alaska legislature to-

reverse
toto-

reversereverse the Alaska Supreme-
Court's

SupremeSupreme-
Court'sCourt'sCourts' Madison decision , and-

said
andand-

saisaisaid that several outdoor groups-
must

groupsgroups-
mustmust takelake responsibility for their-

actlpns
theirtheir-

actlpnsactionsactlpns ifJf "(!restrictionststrictlons affect this-

summer's
thisthis-

summer'ssummer'ssummers'' Cook Inlet sport-
fishing

sportsport-
fishingfishing activitiesatllvitles .

""YouYou"VouVou see ,, what happens under-

the
underunder-

thethe Madison decisiondedSlon in areasareas-
where

areas-

where
areas-

wherewhere there is conflicttonnlct ( is that )
. . .

subsistence lakestakestakesprecedence
j

precedencerecedente
<

over-

everything
pveroverpver-

everythingeverything else ,,
'*' ' Johnson saidSQld ,

""TheThe law thatthllt was passedpased, 1Iif )978-

and
')1978)978978978978-

andand the subsistencesubsi\tencesubsitence\ act was wide-

ly
widewide-¬.-

lyIy supported by the voters Off An-

chorage
An-AnAn ¬.-

choragechol1lge andandallall011 of AlaskaAla\kaAlaka\ . We-

feel
WeWe-

feelfeel that the MadiMadisonon decisiondedslon is-

contrary
isis-

tontrarycontrarytontrary to those two bills ;; we are-

letting
areare-

lettmglettinglettmg itII be known that the Alaska-

federation
AlaskaAlu\kaAlukaAlukaf-

ederUtion
\

FederationfederUtion pfQf NativesNllhves isIi vveryry bUpsupssups-

portive
surv"

portiveportlve \>pff the billblll the Governordovcmordovernordovcmor-
Is

dovernor-
isis Httcriipltiigattel\1p1lngattel1p1lngatteiiallliiig\ to huVehlivelittle pl\plpassedplcd\' cd

1'
I

I

The immediate effect , accor-
ding

accorattoraccor-¬.-

dingdmg to Johnson , will hit the-

residents
thethe-

residentsresidents of the Anchorage areaarea-

and
area-

andandandIrl\ur\IrlIrlprban;>an areas whose peoplepeople-

hve
people-

livelivehve nearncar areas where there is aa-

heavy

a-

heavyheavy influxinn\lxinnlx\ of fisfishermenermen ., Ac-

cording
Ac-AcAcAt ¬.-

cordingtordlngtordlng0\to\00 Johnson ,, the fishing-

Issue
fibhlng-

Issue
fishingfibhlng

issue does not presently affectaffett the-

villages
thethe-

villagesvillages whichwhith are notnol readily acac-

cessible
ac-ac¬'-

cessiblecesslble to people from the urban-

areas
urbanurban-

areasareas ..

""AndAnd if there is no fishing inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnthorageAnchorageAnthorage and In Southcentral-
Alaska

Southcentralouthtentralouthtentral-

AlaskaAlaska this summer ,, w6we have to-

blame
toto-

blameblame it squarely onpn the peoplepeople-

that
people-

thatthat arearc responsible ! for stoppingstopping-
itIt and tthat'sthatsat'sats' the AlaskaAlabka Outdoor-
Council

OutdoorOutdoor-
CouncilCouncil ,. They'reTheyre' the ones that are-

blocking
areare-

blockmgblockingblockmg the subsistence legisla-

tion
legisla-

tion
legislalegisla-¬-

tion , and I think they are the ones-

that
onesones-

thatthat have to be held responsibleresponsible-
forfor the actionsaClions they are now tak-

ing
taktak-

Ing
tak-tak¬-

ing ,, t't'*' Johnson saidsOld ..

WheWhen askedabked by reporters why-

the
whywhy-

thethe Senateenute doedoesn'tdoesntn '''tt want to actactonon-

the
onon-

thethe legllegislationlutlon ,, Johnson repliedreplled ,

""II think probably tomesome*

of the-

people

thethe-

peoplepeople in the SenateSenute don'tdont' unders *,
landtund the featreal effectetfect in the delaydeluy ofof-

the
of-

thethe passagepa.sagepasage. of thisthib legislationlegl\latlonlegllatlon\ ,, andand-

II thinkthmk the effect IUk reuliyreullyreally going-

to
gOll1g-

to
goinggOll1g

to behe felt in AnchorageAnchorl\geAnchorlge\ 't' ,}-'
,,

lamejameIonic LeuskLeakLeask, ,, askedasCed( the 'samti'limelimejamb'lime-
I

'lime-

QlCtUlnI'''questionquestionQ\lC\tUlnQlCtUlnQiiestion,\ \ ,*, repeatedrepeuted iftuchn\uchnuchmuch\ of whdt-

a

whAlwh\twhtwhdt.\

. \, \ \ .

a

--
Johnson said and added ,. ""II"I-

beheve
"I-

believe

1

believebeheve there is an ulterior motivemotive-

by
motive-

byby the Outdoor CouncilCoundl in parpar-

ticular
par-par¬.-

ticulartic\llarticllar\ ; they would like to see ef-

forts
efeftef-eft-

forts

-¬

forts to keep the subsistence lawlaw-

passed

law-

passedpassed In 19821982thw, thwartedrted . If theirtheir-

will
their-

willwiltwill was taken inm the state , thenthen-

they
then-

theythey Would take this toto-

Washington
to-

WashingtonWashington D.CDC. to try toto-

eliminate
to-

ellmmateeliminateellmmate the subsistencesubsistence-
preference

subsistence-
preferentepreferencepreferente entirely "

Johnson also §saidaid , ""BasicallyBasically ,.

ApNAfN is very supportive of thethe-

legislation
the-

legislationlegislation the governbfgovernotgovernor has putput-

into
put-

intointo the HouHoueHouse>:;se The bill retainsretamsretains-
subsistence

retams-
subslstentesubsistencesubslstenteturningItregulations by turning
it ihfoIntoinfo lowlaw . rheThesee are the sub *',
sistenceslstence regulations which thethe-

sport
the-

sportsportsportibhlng/fishing/ibhlngibhlng group is opposingopposmg .,

The real effect of that oppositionopposItion-
isIs that the people of AnchorageAnchorage-
may

Anchorage-
maymay not be able to go sportsport-

fishing
sport-

fishmgfishingfishmg this comingcommg summer , andand-

we
and-

wewdwe woulwould not like to see thatthat-

Thd
that-

The
that-

TheThdThe legilegislationluhluhn<\\nn the Governor-
has

GovernotGovernorGovernot-
hashas Introduced Into the HouHousdHousee isIs-

bQlcally
Is-

basicallybasicallybQ\lcallybQlcally\ the same as the Board ofof-

Fish
of-

FishFish pabpasseded a couple ofofyearsyears ago ;

that would allow sport fishingfishmg fOr-

nil
forforfor-

all
,

allnil peoplepeopleI I' ststatewidetcwlde Includinginclul1mgincluding-
thtse

inclul1mg-

thosethpsethosethtse: inm the Anchorage and KenaiKena-
iPenlnulu

Kenai-
peninsulaPeninsulaPenln\uluPenlnulu\ areasarcu\arcuarcuand\ amiand allow subsub-

tistehce
sub-sub¬.-

,sistencesltencetistehce, fishingfhhmg for peoplepconle fromfrllllfrtyipfrtyip-

outlaying
!

outlayinguuthlylnguuthlylnglreUbureaslreUbareas!

,

,

\,
f f

-- -
.""WeWe'We' would likehke tp secsee that billbill-

that's
bill-

thut'bthat'sthatsthut'bthutb'' min the HouseHouS become lawlaw-

Johnson
law-

JohnsonJohnson said ""WhatWhat the Gover-
nor's

GoverGover-¬.-
nor'snors' bill does is define the sub-

sistence
subsub-¬.-

sistenceslstence areas as the traditionaltraditional-
sub

traditional-
subsistencesubsubsistencelstente areas This is wherewhere-

the
,

tl1the subslsubsistencesubslencesubsivlcnce\\enceence preferenceprefetence by lawlaw-

wlll

'

willwlll be , " Johnson saidsaidAA

""IfIf|joft! areas where therethcre arcare concon--con-
flicts

¬.
flictstllttb over the fisheryflbhery resoUrce-

between
resourceresource-

betweenbetween sports fishermen , com-

mercial
comcom-¬.-

mercialmertial fishermen and subsub-

sistence
sub-sub¬.-

sistenceSlstence fishermen , " JohnsonJohnson-
said

Johnson-
saidsaid , the interpretationInterpretalion ofof-

Madison

of-

MadisonMadison was that whether it hap.¬,

pens in an urban arearea* )orIr not , thethe-

subslstente
the-

subsistencesubsistencesubslstente fishermen will taketake-

prionty
take-

prioritypriorityprionty , and after the sportsport-

fishenes
sport-

fisheriesfisheriesfishenes ,. and after tthatatathe\\hehethehe com-

mercial
com-

met
comcom-¬-

metmerciallaJ fisheriesfishenes . "

In other 'Vords'wordswords *., thatthut subblstence-

preference
subsistencesubblstencesubsistence-

preferencepreference would not apply toto-

Anchnragc
to-

Anchorage
to-

AnchorageAnchorageAnchnragc becausebecaujC, AnchorageAnLhorl\geAnLhorlge\ IS-

n(1
isis-

notnotn(1\n(1n1n(1a(\ a subsistenceUbbl\tenceUbbltence\ area . In areasareusareas-

not
areus-

notnot traditionally or presentlyresenllypresently-
reliant

resenlly-

TehantreliantTehant On subsistenceu"I\tenceu"IuItence!" \ fishingfibhmg thethe-

Governor's
the-

Oovel'1)or'sGovernor'sGovernorsOovel'1)or'sOovel1ors') ' bill would allow ur *.' '
.

bunban sportspotfhhermensportfishcrmcn[ fishermen to ccontinuecnIhucctmtiitue\\nIh\ucnIhuc\ "

fishingfishmg ,, "

A point pflitof' interestinterN ,. ftotthe A11Ail '. .

{

vhoragdQhoragcehoragd areaareaoerl"helnutlgly, otoVerwhelmifigty1\oerl"helnutlglyoerl"helnutlglyoerlhelnutlglycry'heimingycryheimingy\oerl"helnutlgly-
MupptJrtad

oerl"helnutlglyI+ cry'heimingy-
supported

"' (
I

supportedMupptJrtad ththtfthl{ jfufalsfeneekuhsisfencekuhsisfenceVuuIence\\I\enceIence\ ,
V
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