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ANCHORAGE john bor-
bridge jr president of the cen-
tral council of the tlingit and
haida indians of alaska sent
lettersletters lastwccklast week toabetoaheto the secretary
of agriculture clifford ahardmhardM hard-
in and the secretary of the in-
terior walter J hickel calling
attention to the fact that while
travellingvellingtra around southeasternsoutheasterriSoutheasterri
alaska recently he has received
several expressions of concern
from native leaders about timber
cutting on lands in the vicinity
of certain native villages that are
proposed for grant to the natives
in the settlement bills now being
considered by congress includ-
ing the bill sponsored by the
administration

in these letters mr borbridge
pointed out that if the merchan-
table timber has been stripped
from the lands prior to their
transfer to the villages the value
of the lands in the hands of the
natives will be greatly reduced

he asked both secretaries to
advise him with respect to tim-
bering and other exploitive oper-
ations in progress or in contem-
plation on lands within any town-
ship in which a native village is
located or on lands within any
township which shares a border
or comer with such a township
and to take such steps as are
necessary to prevent such actiaati

vitiescities in the future
commenting on his action

borbridge said if the exploita-
tion of lands being considered
for transfer of full title to the

villages is allowed to go on while
congress is acting 9onn the claims
settsettlementsettlemenlemen

i t legislation thenativesthe natives
may find themselves the owners
of little but stumps and tailingsiailingsfailings


