
Emergency closure announced
By MARY DOWIMESDOWNESDOWIMES-

An
DOWNES-

An
DOWNES-

AnAn emergencyemergenty closure orderorder-
on

order-
onon cariboucaribQu hunting 'inin'' thethe'wester-

n

the-

western
'-

western
w-

estern' western arctic was announcedannounced-
last

announced-
lastlast week by , the DeptDeptof. -ofof-, Fishfish-
and

Fish-
andand Game . According totoRobertto'RoberttoRobert-
Rausch

to'Robert-
Rausch

-RobertRobert-,'

Rausch , Game Division director ,
the closure willw ll 'bebe' be effectiveeffective-
Aug

effective-
AugAug . 14 and Willwil.! expire Oct.. 1I ,

or when supersededsupers'edcdsupersedcd' by;, emeremer-emer-
gency

¬.-
gencylgatedbypromulgatedbyregulations promulgatedpronl lgated
by the BoardBoardofGameofvGameofGame, . ;

InvolvedInvolved
'

inn the closureclosuteclosue} arere :

unitsunits 26A( ) and 26(126126(13)2613( * ) ,, byby-

the
by-

thethe western and centralc ntral portionsPGrtionsptrtionsPGrtions-
of

ptrtions-
ofof the North Slope ; unitsun ts ', 23

and 24 , the ICobukKobuk and NoatakNoatak-

River
Noatak-

RiverRiver drainages ; and the upperupper-
Koyukuk

(

KoyukukK yukuk River drainage , southsouth-

ofof the Brooks Range .
II-

RauschRausch said the closure waswasjwas-

only
was-

only

j

only a temporary measuremeasure-
designed

I

designed to prevent any over-overover-
harvest

over-
h

over-
harvest

- ,

harvesth ryest of the western arcticarctic-
caribou

arctic-
caribou

(
caribou herd until the BoardBoardofofof-
GameGame can consider andandadoptadoptadopt-
amended

adopt-
amendedamended regulations in a meetmeet-meetrmeet-
ing

meet-
ing

¬- r

ing next month . tt-

TheThe emergency order statedstated-
that

ff-
thathattha t "itit" is obvious that concon-con11con-concon-
tinued

¬-
111-

1tinuedtinued use of this resourceresource-

Continued

resourcecresource-

Continued

c
( Continued on page 12)12) d
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at the present rate{ate will resultresult-
in

result-
inin furtherfurttierfurt er decline and possiblepossible-

extirpation
possible-

extirpationextirpation of the herd , whichwhich-
isis of paramount importance toto-

rund
to-

ruralruralrund residents of northwesternnorthwestern-
Alaska

northwestern-
AlaskaAlaska as a major food source ."

"WeWe" realize that this actionactionaction-
will

'

will present a real hardshiphardship-
onon arctic ., residentsr sidents ,;'"' RauschRausch-

said
Rausch-

said
''

said , "butbut" the long-rangelongrange- imporimpor-impor-

tance
impor-

tance
¬-

tance of this herdherdasas a foodfood-

source
food-

sourcesource to these people makesmaesITlamaes-
it

$ eses-

itit necessary that we take allaUaU-

possible
all-

possiblepossible .actionaction., to protect thethe-

resOUrce

the-

resourceresource ,. "

The Dept.. of Fish and Game-GameGame-

does
-,.

does not know all the factorsfactors-
l

factors-
leadingleadingl ading to the decline ', of thethe ,

caribou-cariboucaribouherd-.' herd , Rausch said .. TJieTJleTheTJle-

closure
The-

closureclosure and proposedproposednewnew reguregu-regu-
lations

¬.-

lations ateare 'designeddesigned''' to permitpermit-
the

permit-
thethe herd to regain Usits formerfannerfanner-
status

former-

statusstatus by reducing theth mortalitymortality-
rate

mortality-
raterate . The purpose of increasingincreasing-
the

increasing-
thethe herd is to allow it to becomebecome-
once

become-
onceonce againagail). a significantsignifical'ltsignificallt' factorfactor-
in

factor-
inin the sustenance

,
ofofnorthwestnorthwest

Alaskans .

The Board of GameCame , in aa-

meeting
a-

meetingmeeting last ApriltApril\AprilAprilpassed\, passed reguregu-regu-
lations

¬.-

lations that restricted the hunthunt-hunt-
ing

'-.
ing of the herd to a minorminor-
degree

minor-
degreedegree , based on 19751975estimatesestimatesestimates-
which

estimates-
whichwhich showed the herd toto-

number
to-

numbernumber aboutab ut 100,000100000, animals .studythisBiologists , in an extensive study
this past spring andandsu'mmerandsummersummersu'mmersummer'

,
have estimated the 1976 popupopu-¬-

lationpopulationof the herd to numbernllmbernllmber-
.about

number-
aboutabout.about-about.- 50,00050000, , including calves .

The report by' the biologistsbiologists-
states

biologists-
statesstates over 40,00040000, caribou may
havemayhavebeen killed in a combinedcombined-
take

combined-
taketake by humans andandwolveswolveswolves-
in

wolves-
inin the 1975-761975761975.76197576-. season .

A series ofofregulationregulation propro-pro-
posals

pro-
posals

¬-

posals , the result of public
hearingspublichearingsin Barrow , KotzebueKotzebue-
hnd

Kotzebue-
andandhndpresentedforFairbanks , will be presented
for public commentc mment at a BoardBoard-
of

Board-
ofof Game meeting scheduledsch duled forfotfot-
Sept

for-

SeptSept . 20-21202120.212021-. in Fairbanks . TheThe-
purpose

The-
purposepurpose of the meeting is toto-

consider
to-

considerconsider proposed changes in the

.- . . .uu. u from'VIIIVIII"' page" lU! 1)1! )/
affected hunting regulations ,.

stated that the regulationsgulationsr , ifif-

adopted
if-

adoptedadopted , "willwillhw" l greatlygrea tly curtailcurtail-
hunter

curtail-
hunterhunter harvest in these units ."

regulationsThe new proposed regularegula-¬-
tions includeim'ludeimlude' a bag limit ofof-
one

of-
oneone bullbull., the banning of thethe-
barter

the-
barterbarter of caribou and theirtheir-
use

their-
useuse as dog food , restricting thethe-
area

the-
areaarea open to hunting and seasonseason-
restrictions

season-
restrictionsrestrictions . In addition to thethe-
western

the-

westernwestern arctic caribou herdherd-
regulations

herd-
regulationsregulations , proposals for reguregu-¬--
latingregulatingthe eastern arctic PorcuPorcu-Porcu-
pine

¬.-
pine cariboucariQou herd will be disdis-dis-

cussed
¬.-

cussed .

The board is inviting publicpublic-
comment

public-
commentcomment on-onOrontheor}) -', the proposedproposed-
changes

proposed-
changeschanges inirlit ,, the hunting regularegula-regula-
tions

¬.-
tions . TheTlw hearing , slated toto-

begin
to-

beginbegiabegin.
'
, atatt0I)t ) a.mam. . , Sept.. 20 , at .

Alask'aland'sAlaskalandsAlasKaland's' CivicCivio Center , isis-

open
is-

openopen to bothb'JthbJthb'ithbith'' oral and writtenwritten-
comments

written-
commentscomments from the public . TheThThe-
boardboard requestsrequlsts} that written comcom-com-
ments

com-
ments

¬--

ments be submitted to themthem-
on

them-
onon or before Sept.. 14 to assure
boardassureboardmembersmefnbcrs of sufficientsufficient-
time

sufficient-
timetime for theth { ' study ofofcommentscommentscomm-

entsSUBSCRIBE

comm-

entsSUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBESUE SCRIBESCRIB-

EAL
SUBSCRIBEALASKA

ALALASKA)! SKASKA-
CEf'ITRAL
ALASKACENTRAL
CEf'ITRALCEfITRALCENTRAL
CEf'ITRALAIRCENTRALA1FJA. 'AIRA1FJA-A1FJAA1FJAformerlly,

,-, -.---_-.-
formerllyTananaformerlyformerllyrlyAi
Tanana Airr TaxiTnxi11lXI( -

456-44tl45644tl456-44114411-- or 452-47974524797452.4797452479745247-

97i

452.4797A-

LA&VA

-.-
/ii/@ ALA&fAALAfAALA&VAALAVA

q ,.
L;:', f ,

&
1IYw;' CENTRAL"N7RALN7RAL";Or Mr

AIRAIR-
q N : .

. . . . _so more
' consideration of themthem-

may
them-

maymay beb'cbc given ..

Copies of the proposed reguregu-¬.-
lationsregulationsmay be requested fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe Board ' of Game , Subport

'-

Game
G-

ame'
Bldg-Bldg,- ,",, Attn : GariieGanle Division ,
Juneau , AlaskaAltska: 9980199801.. WrittenWritten-
comments

Written-
commentscomments concerning them may
bemaybesubmittedsubmittedatat the aboveabove-
address

above-
addrescaddressaddresc ._


