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ByBETSr&RENNEMANByBETSrRENNEMANBVBy BETSY BRENN13RENNEMAN13RENNEMAN-

Staff
& MANMAN-

StaffStaff WriterWrite-
rPredicting

Write-
rPredicting

Write-
rPredictingPredicting that in three yearsyears-

Inuit
years-

InuitInuit Eskimos Will ,:'makemake' upup'. 6060-

per
60-

perper centcent'' of the labor force inin-

northern
in-

northernnorthern Canada ;, , DonD'onbon' BissettBissett-
of

Bissett-
ofof the Department off IndianJndianJndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs and Northern DevelopDevelop-Develop-
ment

¬.-

ment spokes oke on resourceresource-
development

resource-
developmentdevelopment in CanadaCarada in anan-

address

'

address to the opening session ofof-
the

of-
thethe 27th Annual Alaska ScienceScience-
Convention

Science-
ConventionConvention held Aug . 4-7474.747-. .

He stated that the big issuesissues-
in

issues-
inin Canadian ' northern ., developdevelop-develop-
ment

¬.-

ment are energy/mineralenergymineralenergymineral-
development

energymineral-
development

/
development and native landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims . Reporting that

'

complecOmp1ecomple-comple-
tion

,

¬.-
tion of the public hearings-hearingshearingson-. ondndn-

the
on-

thethe Mackenzie ValleyVa11ey PipelinePipeline-
Inquiry

Pipeline-
InquiryInquiry is expected this fall ,

Bissett said that young andandoldoldold-

natives
old-

nativesnatives have appeared to speakspeak-
atat the "inin"intensivesessiintensivesessi"intensive.sessionsintensive.sessionsintensivesessions" tensive ".sessionssessions., ns .

Bissett , who isiLheadis.headishead. .headhead. of thethe-
Pipeline

the-
PipelinePipeline Coordination DevelopDevelop-
ment

¬

ment Section of the NorthernNorthern-
Program

Northern-
ProgramProgram for the CanadianCanadian-
government

Canadian-
governmentgovernment , spoke to thethe-
Tundra

.,'
Tundra Times later about thethe-

statusstatus of Canadian native landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims .

Having already told thosethose-
gathered

those-
gatheredgathered for the conference ,
which focused on resourceresource-
development

resource-
developmentdevelopment , that land claimsclaims-
raise

claims-
raiseraise the issue of "politicalpolitical"political-
development

" '

development ," Bissett reportedreported-
that

reported-
thatthat as always , there is a probprob-prob-
lem

rob-robrob-
lem

¬-

lem ofofcommunicaofcommunicationcommunicationcommunica tion in thethe-
issue

the-
issueissue . It is difficult for both thethe-
government

the-
governmentgovernment and the nativenative-
groups

native-
groupsgroups to make native communicommuni-communi-
tics

communi-
ties

¬-

tiestics cognizant.cognizant. and familiar withwith-

what
with-

whatwhat it goinggoingon-onon-' enon in terms ofof-
development

of-
developmentdevelopment of the land . ,

Inuit Taparisat , a group ofof-
central

of-
centralcentralcentralaridcentralandandarid eastern Eskimos ,

and COPE (Committee for OriOri-Ori-

ginal
Ori-

ginal
¬-

ginal Peoples '
., Entitlement)

representing western Eskimos ,

formally submitted , land claimsclaims-
in

claims-
inin February of this year . Bissett

says ,. they have asked for aa-

response
a-

responseresponse from the governmentgovernment-
within

government-
withinwithin six months and-andandthatand -. thatthat-
the

that-
thethe government hopes thatthat-
settlement

that-
settlementsettlement cantan be achieved "inin"in-
the

"in-
the

"
the context of pipeline applica-applicaapplica-
tions

applica-
tions

applica-
tions

-
', tions . "

Meanwhile , negotiations withwith-
Yukon

with-
YukonYukon peoplepeCiple have been goinggoing-
on

going-
onon for two years . They are nownow-
stalemated

now-
stalematedstalemated , according to Bissettllissett ,

because off an internal wishwishononon-

the
on-

thethe part of the people to reviewreview .,

their position on landlandclaimsclaims .:

In addition , the DeneDene-
Declaration

,
Declaration , was made in MayMay-

by
May-

byby the Indian Brotherhood ofof-

the
of-

thethe Northwest Territory whichwhich-
n

which-

notnotn f only claims land rightstights ,

but includes concepts for self-selfself-
government

self-

goverp.ment
self-

government
-

'-

and
a-

nd
'-

and
a-

nd'

governmentgoverp.mentgoverpment. and resourceresource-
development

resource-
developmentdevelopment .. .

Bissett provided a copy of aa-

comprehensive
a-

comprehensivecomprehensive report on thethe-
M

the-

MackenzieMackenzieM ckenzie Valley PipelinePipeline-

Inquiry
Pipeline-

InquiryInquiry , headed by JusticeJustice-

Thomas
Justice-

ThomasThomas R. . Berger of the BritishBritish-
Columbia

British-
ColumbiaColumbia Supreme Court.. TheThe-
inquiry

The-
inquiryinquiry has been conductedconducted-
from

conducted-
fromfrom MarchMatch of 1974 until the

present at a cost of $3,041,0003041000$3,041,000-
and

$ , ,

and ._ is divideddi ided into four phases :

IJJengineeringIengineeringengineering and construction ,

II11 physical environment , III111Ill '

living environment , and IVIV-

human
IV-

humanhuman environmentenvironment..

The report ' on the inquiryinquiry-

stated
inquiry-

statedstated' "aa" constant theme waswas-

the
was-

thethe need for a settlement ofof-

native
of-

nativenative land claims before anyanyany-

decisions
any-

decisionsdecisions was made on thethe-
pipeline

the-
pipelinepipeline . Natives expressed concon-con-
cern

con-
cern

¬-

cern for their land , their liveHvc-Hvclive-Hv-
clihood

live-

lihood
¬-

lihood basedbasedonon hunting , fishingfishing-
and

fishing-
andand trappingtrIpping: , the future ofof.theiroftheirof.their-
society

of.their-
society

..theirtheir.

society and the breakdown off 4\4-

nativenative culture in southernsouthern-
Canada

southern-
CanadaCanada .

Now it its fourthfourthandand finalfinal-
phase

final-
phasephase which , began in April ,

1976I 76 , the inquiry has mostI11qstI11qs-

trecently
most-

recentlyrecently travelled to southernsouthern-
Canadian

southernsouthern-
CanadianCanadian cities from VancouverVancouver-
and

Vancouver-
andand

'
Calgary to Montreal andand-

Halifax
and-

HalifaxHalifax . Bissett reports thatthat-
many

that-
manymany of the southern-basedsouthernbasedsouthernbased-
interest

southernbased-
interest

-

interest groups supported aa-

land
a-

landland claims settlement and aa-

moratorium
a-

moratoriummoratorium on development ..

A tentative schedule issued

last month indicates that thethe-
inquiry

the-
inquiryinquiry willwiwillcomplete!( complete its hearhear-hear-
ings

'-,
ings by October of this year..

Bissett refusedrGfuedr fused$ to( o make any
furtheranyfurtherpredictions on the coursecourse-
the

course-
thethe settlement will take saying
althoughsayingalthoughCanada has learnedlearned-
some

learned-
somesome things from AlaskaAJask , thethe-

concept
the-

conceptconcept of landland"ownership"ownershipownership" " isis-

so
is-

soso varied everywhere andand"as"asas"

all good bureaucrats , II., can'tcantcan't-
ma

can't-
make

'

makema ke very astute commentscommcnts onon-
land

on-
landland claimscJalI\1scJalI1s\ . "

Howeverllowever , liehe diddidconcludeconcludeconclude-
his

conclude-
hishis address to the conferenceconfcrenccconference-
by

; , .

by statingsta ting , amidst all the diffidiffi-diffi-
cult

diffi-
cult

¬-

cult issues involved in CanadianCanadian-
developmcnt

Canadian-
developmentdevelopmentdevelopmcnt andnd land[and claims ,

"itit"ii" t is clearly a time for wisdomwisdwisdom-
and

) m
andnd goodgoodwillwillwill..

"


