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Williams Tlingittli1.git'st1.gitst1gitst
.

" 'storytellerrYfeUer: for :

Alaska State MuseumMuseu.m
.

Walter Babe ' Williams , TlingitTlingit-

sUnyteller
Tlingit-

MbrytellerStory-tellerStorytellersUny-tellersUnyMbry-tellerMbry- , strode back-backbackandack -. andand-

forth
and-

forthforth before the .enraptenrapt.,

'

onlookersonlpokers , gesturing
,
emphaticmphatiemphati-emphati-

cally
¬.-

callycally<:ally and delivering a dramaticdranlatidramatic-
monologuemonologue in both Tlingit andand-

English
and-

EnglishEnglish .
,

Behind himhimin, -inin-, in a corner olofof-

the

of-

thethe main lobby of the AlaskaAlaska-

State
Alaska-

StateState Museum at Juneau , stoodstood-

three
stood-

threethreethree totems and a tree qftQhoh <'

Whose limbs sat several stuffedstuffed-
eagles

stuffed-
eagleseagles . Visitors lined thet he railingrailing-

of
railing-

ofof a spiral walkaway which ledled-

up

led-

upup to the secondsecMdsec6nd floornopr andand-

listened
and-

listenedlistened as\asasWilliamsasWVillianmsasas-\'- , WilliamsWVillianms , thethe-

museum's
the-

museum'smuseum'smuseums' chief tqurtour guide forfor-

the

for-

thethe summer , told them aboutabout-

totems
about-

totemstotems .

"WeWe" have legendary ancestorsancestors-
going

ancestors-
goinggoing backba k beyond the rangerange-

of
range-

ofof memory ,,"" he told the group .

"' 'AndAnd"And'And we have legendary totemtotem-
poles

totem-
polespolespolesshowingshowing-showing- ' superhuman '

effortseffortslike, like folk tales ,. myths . "

Williams pointed to the firstfirst-

totem
first-

totemtotem ,.

"HereHere"" we have a TlingitTlingit-
superman

Tlingit-
supermansuperman killing a giant octoocto-octo-
pus

octo-
pus

¬-

pus that had been destroyingdestroying-
people

destroying-
peoplepeople hunting on the water ,

and another legendary pole overover-
here

over-
herehere showing another supersuper-super-
human

super-
human

¬-

human choking a monster11onster! thatthat-

had
that-

hadhad been killing people ."
He pointed to the third pole ,.

which showedshowedaa superhumansuperhuman-
tearing

superhuman-
tearingtearing a sea lionliot1 in half..

"TheThe" one here is identifiedidentified-
wIth

identified-
withwith a group south of us atat-

Klawock
at-

KlawockKlawockKlawockonon PrincePrin e of WalesWales-
Island

Wales-
IslandIsland-IslandIslandAIsland -. A maternal uncle waswas-

killed
was-

killedkilled by a sea lion . The otherother-
brothers

other-
brothersbrothers upon hearing whatwhat-

happened
what-

happenedhappened to their beloved uncleuncle-

got
uncle-

gotgot together and decided that allillIill-
Iof

all-

ofof their nephews should bebe-

disciplined
be-

disciplineddisciplined and trained . TheyThey-

wanted
They-

wantedwanted revenge .

"SoSo" they felt if they trainedtrained-
all

trained-
allall their nephews , then one ofof-

them
of-

themthem would be strong enoughenough-

toto complete the assignment ofof-

ripping
of-

rippingripping a live sea lion in halfhalf-

to
half-

toto save face for them . If theythey-
made

they-
mademade no attempt to save faceface-
for

face-
forfor themselves , other later Wouldwould-
make

would-
makemake fun of their children .

"SoSo" they decided to traintrain-
all

train-
allall of their nephews ._ In thethe-

winter
the-

winterWinter time the maternal uncleuncle-
would

uncle-
wouldwould go through the house

,: and say , 'getget'get up , get up ..'' (WilWil-WilWil-

liams
Wil-

liams
¬-

liams repeated this in loud ,.

brusk Tlingit ) . Salt water bathbath-bath-

ing
bath-

ing
¬-

ing . They'dTheyd' sit in the(he salt waterwater-
and

water-
andand shjver-shjvershivershjverWilliams-.. (WilliamsWilliamsVrapseWilliamsvrapswrapSr\VrapseVrapse\vrapsvrapsVrapsehis\\ , hishis-

arms
his-

arms

"

arms aroundarQund himself and shiverssbivers ) .

Others Standingtanding by with cedarcedar-
and

cedar-
andand alderaldhaldbr branches . One at aa-

time
a-

timetime th'eytheyt/'ieyt'ieyiey/'' would be calledcalled-
ashore

called-
ashoreashore . I:'

" 'YouYou'YduYdu' are a future spokesspokes-spspokes-
man

kes ¬.-

man , a 'leaderleader'IeaderIeader' in our househouse-
group

house-
groupgroup ,. tI ,' am not going to bebe-

around
be-

aroundaround allafll the time ,,'' a maternalmaternal-
uncle

maternal-
uncleuncle wouldwduld say . Then they'dtheydtheyd-
be

they'd-
be

;'
be whippedw iped . Punishment ?'! No .

Discipline to keep the circulacircula-circula-
tion

circula-
tion

¬-

tion going '

,.

"AnytimeAnytime" anyone fell down ,

they didn'ididnididn'jdidnjdidn'tdidnt' pick him up to taketake-
him

take-
himhim to a nice warm fire . TheyThey-
threw

They-
threwthrew him back in . AHAll becausebccausebccause-
his

because-
hishis body'sbodys' aching .

"AllAll" the time , one sonson-
belonged

'

belongedbelongedto:'toto-to'- to the Raven Clan ,
'

sitting closecJo e to the fire all"IIII" the i(\i-

timetime , his bronze skin startedstartedIstarted-
turning

I'

turning black , too close to thethe-
charcoal

'"

charcoal.. They called him thethe-
darkskinned

!

. dark-skinneddarkskinned- one and mademad funfun-
of

II-

ofof him when he didn'tdidnt' g'etget' up (

inupinthe morning ,. They ridiculedridiculed-
him

\

him ,. They threw fish at him1him.. ,

"AndAnd" at night , when it waswasIwas-
coldest

was-
coldest

Ih

coldest in the winterwinter'hewinterhe,
,''hehe' wouldwould-

sneaksneak out..
'

He would ' hearhearlear thethe-
others

,'

others groaninggroahing . He would sneaksneak-
out

sneak-
outout and discipline himselfhimselfwithhimselfhimselfwithwith aa-

lot
a-

lotlot of perseverance , :.patiencepatience. ,
selftconfidenceself.confidenccselfconfidenccself-confidenceselfconfidence.- , initiativeinitiatjve . ButBut-

no
But-

nono one knew about itit.. And '

before the ravenlvenr made hishis-

sound
his-

soundsound in the morning helye' wouldwould-
tet

would-
ieturnreturnieturntet urn ._ All

'
activitiesactivitiesIJlave'havehaveIJlave' toto-

cea
to-

cease
.

ceasecea e before thethc "' raven makesmakes-
his

makes-
hishis sound . Otherwise ,. ifyouif you are

. caughtc ught at the'the' time thetile ravenraven-
mad

raven-
inad6the

,
'-

the
t-

he'
hiademadinad6thethe sounds und in theth morning ,

bad luck
.,

for the restrest of youryour-
life

your-
lifelifelife-

'lie
.

"HeHe-'lie'lielie"IleIle"'-' would sleepsleeg 'closeclose' totQ thethe-
fire. fire and insteadinsteadofof going o'UtoUt'

forfor-

bodily
for-

bodilybodily eliminationlimination he wouldwould-

urirate
would-

urinate.,Everybody.urjnateurjnateurirateurinate closfcclosec1os to ihethe fire . EveryEvery-¬-

body wouldwoulll throw things at him '

and curse him . Helie wouldwbuld get upup-

night
up-

nightnight after night and train .

'TheThe"The"I'heIhe'"" ' day jiameeanteal11c ., AllAllofof thethe-
canoes

the-
canoescanoes were lined up . All thethe-
young

the-
youngyoung men were going withwith-
their

with-
theirtheir favorite uricleulicleuncle '

. He saidsaid-

Let
,

/LetLetlet/, 'LL' t
'-

Ole
O-

le
'

me go ,,'' but they said ,

'WeWe'We ' don'tdont' want yoityouyo , . staytay ,

behind ..'*' No one knew what hehe-

went

'

went throughthroughduring-duringduring-' the night ,.

Maybe onePIlC of the uncles didd d .

"FinallyFinally"" an olderoldcr maternalmaternal-
uncle

maternal-
uncleuncle said , 'ComeCome' here , mymy-

beloved
my-

belovedbeloved nephew . You arearc goinggoing-
inin my caiioecaI1oecanoe ..''

"EverywhereEverywhere"EverywhEverywh" re they went theythey-
had

heyhey-
hadhad chants to concentrate onon-

what
on-

whatwhat they were doing , to staystay-
in

stay-
inin tune ,. ,. $staytay in time together .

(Williams chanted andandmademade aa-

rowing
a-

rowingrowing motion111 <) tlon with his arms ) .

They traveled fast , came up toto-

sea
to-

seasea lion rock . Sea lions all OverOver-

the
over-

thethe place ,. all aroundarollnd themthem-
everywhere

them-
everywhereeverywhere . They picked upup-

the
up-

thethe chanting to keep therrtheir mindmind-
on

mind-
onon what thqytheyth y were doing ..

"TheThe" assignment of the dayday-
has

day-
hashas to be completed . Here comescomes-
the

comes-
thethe firstfir1it nephew and grabs aa-

sea

a-

seasea lion , who flingsmngs him off..

His skull cracks . AnybodyAnybodv looklook-

at
look-

atat him to see if he'shes' aljveaUvealive?

Too late . They don'tdont' look atat-

him
at-

himhim . They keep up the chanthant..

Another nephew comes by andand-
the

and-
thethe

.
sea lion flips him off..

"OneOne'One"' of the older maternalmaternal-
uncles

maternal-
unclesuncles in the back lets out aa-

wail
a-

wailwail while the chanting is goinggoing-
on

going-
onon ,. (Williams lets out a wail andand-

Silys

and-
sayssaysSilys something in Tlingit ) . TheThe-
youth

The-
youthyouth (who has been ostracized )
stands up , takes his jacket offoff-
and

off-
andand says , 'HereHere' I am , my belovedbeloved-
uncle

beloved-
uncleuncle ..'' InsteadInste d of stepping overover-
the

over-
thethe seats , which are made ofof-
thick

of-
thickthickthickcedarcedar in the canoe , he justjust-
walks

just-
walkswalks right through . The seatsseats-
make

seats-
makemake contact with his shins ,

breaking . (Williams stomps hishis-

feet
his-

feetfeet loudly ) .

"HeHe" . gets up the the bow ofof-
the

of-
thethe canoe , ready to kick himhim-him-
self

¬.-

self off and underestimates thethe-
power

the-
power

'-

The
T-

he'
power of his legs . The bowbow-

crackstrackscracks,racks in half.. The uncles seesee-

it
see-

itit and pick up the chant.. (WilWil-Wil-

liams
¬.-

liamsIiams chants Jouderlouder) . MomentMoment-
ofof truth is gettinggett ng near . HeHe-

the
He-

the(the youth ) looks around and aa-

sea
a-

seasea lion makes a pass at him .

He doubles his fist and pow !

Hits it on the side of the faceface-
aod

face-
andandaod smashes itit.. He goes aroundaround-
looking

around-
lookinglooking for another one , findsfinds-
one

finds-
oneone and kicks its face , pickspicks-
that

picks-
thatthat one up and the unclesuoclesuocles-
ke

uncles-
keepkeepke p up the 'chant-'chantchantIchant'chantTheychant-TheychantThey') .. -, They can.can.can-

see
.can-

seesee he'shes' concentrating . He'sHesHe's-
got

He's-
got

'
got hjshiS. mind on what he'sheshe's-
doing

he's-
doing

'
doing .

L'HeLHe_'He finally sees a sea lionlion-
he

lion-
hehe wants to tackle . Give it aa-

try
a-

trytry . He grabs it by thehe flippersflippers-
and

flippers-
andand holds on . The sea lionlion-
tries

lion-
triestries to throw him off but hehhe-

won't
(;

won'twont' let go . The sea lionlion-

couldn't
lion-

couldn'tcouldn'tcouldnt' throw him off withwith-
its

with-
itsits tailtaiL.

.'

."ThenThen.Then"' he (the youth ) sdyssayssys ,

'II' I am the oneon Who isi going toto-

complete
to-

completecomplete the assignment for the

'
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WALTER BABE WILLIAMSWI LliAMS,, noted Tlingit teacherteachl1r and story-tellerstorytellertory-tellertory! - , is pictured above in action at the AlaskaAlaska-

State
Alaska-

StateState Museum in Juneau . Williams is chiefc/tiefctief/ guide at thathet e museum for the summer . He is telling the story of thethe-

totem
the-

totemtotem which , shows the superhuman tearing a sea lion inn half.. Williams ' comprehensive , entertaining tours havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen very popular at the museummuseum-
photo

museum-
photo

museum-
photo

.

-photophoto- by CANOACECANDACE PYGOTT ,. Alaska Department of Education

day ..'' (Williams repeats thethe-
phrase

the-
phrasephrase in Tlingit ) . The youthyouth-
rips

youth-
ripsrips the ' sea lion in half .

(Williams makesm kes a great rippingripping-
motion

ripping-
motionmotion with his arms ) . TheThe-
uncles

The-
unclesuncles are happy , chanting andand-
filing

and-
filingfiling back to their canoes .

(Williams chants happily ) . NoNo-

one
No-

oneone is going to make fun . . .

success , personal accomplishaccomplish-accomplish-
ment

accomplish-
ment

¬-

ment , that'sthats'' the moral of thethe-
pole

the-
polepole . "

The story ends , the tourtour-
concludes

tour-
concludesconcludes and the audienceaudience-
applauds

audience-
applaudsapplauds Williams warmly . ManyMany-
come

Many-
comecome up to chat with himhim-
before

him-
beforebefore leaving thetht) museum .

"You'reYoure" ' a wonderful storystory-story-
teller

story-
teller

¬-

teller , " says one admireradm {er.. WilWil-Wil-

liams
¬.-

liams nods , smiles . During thethe-
tour

the-
tourtour through the museum he hashas-
told

has-
toldtold them enough about thethe-
past

the-
pastpast and present culture andand-
history

and-
historyhistory of Alaska and woven inin-

enough
in-

enoughenough stories to fill a smallsmall-
book

small-
bookbook .

Williams ' story-tellingstorytelling- abilityability-
isis no secret in Alaska . He alreadyalready-
has

already-
hashas established a state-widestatewidestatewide-
reputation

statewide-
reputation

-

reputation for being a giftedgifted-

storyteller
gifted-

storytellerstory-tellerstoryteller- and teacher . For thethe-

State
the-

StateState MuseumMuseu , JuneauJjJneauJpneauJpneaurSchool. SchooJSchoorSchoolrSchool-
District

,( )

District and many other groups ,.
he is a primary "resourceresource"TesourcTesourc" perper-per-

son
per-

son
¬-

son " on IndianndianI culturecult ure , historyhJstory ,

art and legend ,.
"II" like this work meetingmmeeting-

people
etingeting-

peoplepeople here ," he said of hishis-

museum
his-

museummuseum duties . "ComparedCompared" toto-

the
to-

thethe twelvetwelvehourtwelve-hourtwelvehour-hourhour- cab driving II-

used
I-

usedused to do . I1 used to drive aa-

Gab

a-

cabcabGab in the summer after I1 gotgot-
through

got-
throughthrough teaching ."

Williams , 57 ," , .waswas.was borrtborn onOn-

May
on-

MayMay 24 , 1919 , at Sitka artdandarid waswas-
raised

was-
raisedraised in the Tlingit village1Jagev ofof-
Hoonah

of-
HoonahHoonah some 70 miles south ofof-
Juneau

of-
JuneauJuneau on Chichagof Island .

From 1936-391936391936.39193639-. he attended thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of Indian Affairs (BIA )
boarding school iat.atat. at Wrangell ,

then went southsuth to studystudy-
arc

study-
arcarc welding at another BIABIA-

school
BIA-

schoolschool at RiversideRiversid , California .

In
,
1942 he enlisted in the NavyNavy-

and
Navy-

andandandandservedserved in the Pacific beforebefore-

getting
before-

gettinggetting hisis discharge in 1946 .

Once out of the service hehe-

returned
he-

returnedengagedinreturned to Alaska and engaged
in commercial fishing . His fatherfather-
tal

father-
talkedtalkedtal ed him into going back toto-

school
to-

schoolschoolschool , and he earned somesome-
credits

some-
creditscredits at Riverside College inin-

California
in-

CaliforniaCalifornia before transferring toto-

Gonzaga
to-

GonzagaGonzaga UniversityUnivers'ity'

in WashingWashing-WWashing-
ton

shing-shingshing-
ton

¬-

ton wherewhcre he received his B.ABA. .

in Education in 1954 .

After leaving college , WilliamsWilJiamsWilJiam-
staught

Williams-
taughttaught and coached athletics forfor-

five

for-

fivefive years at a Catholic boardingboarding-
high

boarding-
highhigh school for NorthernNorthern-
Cheyenne

Northern-
CheyenneCheyenne children in Montana .

He then taught for three yearsyears-
at

years-
atat a BIA school at Salem ,

Oregon . He returned to AlaskaAlaska-

to
Alaska-

toto teach in 1962 . He is currenltycurrenlty-
aa bi-culturalbicultural- specialist in thethe-
Juneau

the-
JuneauJuneau School District , is aa-

certified
a-

certifiedcertified secondary teacher , andand-
has

and-
hashas been involved in many otherother-
education

other-
educationeducation projects with the locallocal-

district
local-

districtdistrict , the Alaska DepartmentDepartment-
ofof Education and the UniversityUniversUniversity-
of

tyty-
ofof Alaska , Southeast .. ' .

Williams has been asked toto-

speak
to-

speakspeak on many occasions

throughout Alaska to impart InsI11ShisI11-

Sconsiderable
his-

considerableconsiderable knowledgekno\VledgeknoVledge\, ofof-

Indian
of-

IndianIndian culture and legend .

He has nearly completedcompleted-
courst

completed-
coursecoursecourst) work for a Master'sMastersMaster's-
Degree

Master's-
Degree

'

Degree in Education from thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity of Alaska . SoutheastSoutheast-
and

Southeast-
andand has completed nine chapchap-chap-

ters

¬.-
.

ters of a book entitled , "TheThe.The"The-

Tlingit
"' .The-

TlingitTlingit Gent Above Suspicion .
"

"MorallyMorally" right , never wrong ,

the maternal uncle ," WilliamsWilliams-
said

Williams-
saidsaid , describing the book . "TheThe"The-

main
"The-

main

"

main purpose of my critiquecritIque-
isis to create a character sketchsketch-

oror image of a maternal uncleuncle-

and
uncle-

andand simply describe the kindkmdkmd-

of
kind-

ofof training that he offered .

Whatever he considered of valuevalue-
in

value-
inin the past , disciplines , values
. . . I'veIve'' got a legendary perper-perper-

spective
per-

spective
¬-

spective on Tlingit education ."

The master ofofaa TlingitTling t househouse-
w

house-
waswasw S the maternal uncle , not thethe-

father
the-

fatherfather , Williams explained duringduring-
the

during-
thethe tour . There was no chief ,

as such . The maternalma ernal uncleuncle-

was
uncle-

waswas the spokesman , the leader..

. (Continued on page 9)9)
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