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More Moose Calves
.

DepartmentDeparbnent of Fish andand-

Game
and-

GameGame moose surveyorssurveyon recentlyrecently-

recorded
recently-

recordedrecorded near record moose calf-

survival
calfcalf-

survivalsurvival in Game ManagementManagement-

Unit
Management-

UnitUnit 20A and a departmentdepartment-
spokesman

department-
spokesmartspokesmanspokesmart attributes the suc-

cess
sucsuc-¬.-

cess to a mfldmild winter and low-

"predator
lowlow-

"predator""predatorpredator density ..':'
Department moose researchresearch-

biologist
research-

biologistbiologist Dr . WilliamWil1am! Gasaway-

said
GasawayGasaway-

saidsaid 38 calves per 100 cows-

survived
cowscows-

sunivedsurvivedsunived this past winter ,. a fig ¬.

ure surpassed onleyooley in 1961-

when
19611961-

whenwhen 49 calvescalve. per 100 cows-

came
cowscows-

camecame through the winter . TheThe-

number
The-

numbernumber oof( calvescaJves per 100-

cows
100100-

cowscows is an index commonlycommonly-
used

commonly-
usedused by Fish and Game toto-

express
to-

expressexpress survivalsurvivaJ of calvescaJves over-

winter
overover-

winterwinter .

Gasaway said the two fa-
ctor

fac-facFac ¬.-

torstontor that were probably mostmost-

important
most-

importantimportant in the highhighcountscounts-

were

countscounts-

werewere a mild winter and a lowlow-

predator

low-

predatorpredator density on the TananaTanana-

Aats
Tanana-

FlatsFlatsAats during calvingcaJving . The-

Tanana
TheThe-

TananaTanana RatsFlatsFiats make up a large-

portion
largelarge-

portionportion of Unit 20A-

"The

20A20A-

"The""TheThe greatest loss of moosemoose-
calves

moose-
calvescalves to predators inan UnitUnit-

20A
Unit-

WA20AWA20A occurs duringdunng the summer ,.
"

he said ..
""IfIfIf they can makemake-

Itit through that periodpenod ,. they-

appear

theythey-

appearappear them to be less sussuscept-

i1e
suscep-

tue
suscep-suscepep-

tile
ep-ep-

tuetileti1e to predationpredatJon ,. at least dunngduringdunng-
mild

during-
mildmild winterswmters .,

"

StateSute biologists last winter-
took

winterwmterwmter-
tooktook 2727wolveswolves inm UnitUrnt 20A20A-

and
20A-

andand an adjacent partpan of 20C-

as
20C20-

Cuasu partput ofofanan ongoing wolfwolf-
reduction

wolf-
reductionreduction program , and depart-
ment

departdepart-¬.-
ment records indicate trappers-
took

trappen-
took

trapperstrappen
took an additional 24 wolveswolves-
for

wolves-
forfor aI total of SSISlI . In the win ¬.
ter of 1975-761975761975.76197576-. department per-

sonnel
perper-¬-.

sonnelsonnet and trapperstrappen took 13513S135-

wolves 13S'J''JJ'-

Jwolveswolves . Department biologistsbtologtstsbiologists-
believe

btologtsts-
believebelieve there are now about pv

40 to 50SO wolves remainIng-
In

remaining-
to

remaining
into the area .

""ItIt looks as ifIfwewe are apap-

proaching aprr;
proaching the ratio ofwulvt'sofwolvesof wolveswulvt'swulvtswulvt's-

and ' 11-

andand moose that willwill3110wwillallow3110w-

the
allow3110wallow-

thethe moose populationpopuutlon to10nn in-

grease
in I

creasegrease.; rease atal a rresonableonable rateralt' ,,. at-

least
at

,

JJ-

leastleast duringdunng as mild as winters-
as

winterswuUerswuUersIIIIII-

asas this past one ,.

"' GasawayGna'A'3YGnaA3Y'' ;
\

saidUJd .
l

In recent yearsyurs ,. moose calf-

survival
calfLaIr \

survivalsumvaJ has been relativelyrdatlvely poor-

because
poorplXlr \because of severe winterswmters andand-

probably
( dd-

probablyprobably predation ., biologists-
say

biologistsblolopsts " \
say . The early I1970's1970sQ70'sQ70s' havehave-
generally

\
. '\

generally seen some of thetheII

..

.' '\poorest survivalsurvlVaJ recordedrecorded-

Last
.

III
;
ii-

Last
I

Last winterwmter Fish and Game-
reported

GameGame-
reportedreported a threefold increaseincrease-

in

II-

Inin (calfaJfSUrvlVaJcalfsurvivalaJf survivalSUrvlVaJ into 20A from latelate-

tall

'

tall I1976Q76 over the previous-
tall

previousprrnousprrnousf-
allfalltall( all Gasaway said the most-

recent
mllst-

rt'Lenl
mostmllst

recentrt'LenlrtLenl' figures corroborate thethtthe-

earlier
tht-

earlierearlier figures and pointedpomted tII< i>'i-

aa low lossIou ofofcalvescalves from 141-

efall

I.te-
fail

LteI.teIte141e,.
fallfail to earlvearlye3r1 summer


