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'
; A scenic lake located 200

44milesmiles north of Fairbanks andand-

just
"

just east of Wiseman was recent-
ly

recentrecent-¬.-

,

" ly renamed Bob Johnsonlohnson Lake

by the USU.s. . Board of GeographicGeographicNamesNameslandmarkfor. A long-timelongtime- landmark
for pilots , the lake was formerlyformerly-
named

formerly-
named .named Big Lake .

The renaming was the cul-
mination

cul-
mination

culcul-cul-cul-¬-
mination of two year'syears' effortsefforts-
by

efforts-
byby sponsoring to commemoratecommemorate-
thethe late Robert R .. (Bob )
Johnson , a long time pilot andand-
Fairbanks

and-
FairbanksFairbanks resident .

A timetime-honoredtimehonored-honored member ofof-
Alaskan

of-
AlaskanAlaskan bushbushaviationaviation , JohnsonJohnson-
was

Johnson-
waswas lost while flying withwith-
three

with-
threethree other on a mission overover-
the

over-
thethe Gulf of Alaska in 1974 .

Born in Sebeka , Minn ,.
Johnson initially worked forfor-
United

for-
UnitedUnited Airlines , as an aircraftaircraft-
mechanic

aircraft-
mechanicmechanic . DuringDunng World War II" ,

he flew B-24B248.24824-. bombers , spent

over a year in a German Prison-
er

PrisonPrison-¬-
er of War Camp and earnedearned-
both

earned-
bothboth the Purple Heart andand-

Distinguished
and-

DistinguishedDistinguished HyingFlying Cross .,

Following the war , he studiedstudied-
atat the University of Minnesota ,

married the former Pat Shep-
pard

Shep-
pard

Shep-
pard

Shep-Shep--
pard and moved to Alaska into
1949 .. After short flying stintsstint-
sI

stints-
ininI Anchorage and McGrathMcGrath-
the

McGrath-
thethe JohnsonsJohnson moved to Fau-
banks

Fair-

banks
FairFau-FauFair-¬-

banks to begin a long career-
with

careercareer-
withwith the Bureau of Land-

Management
LandLand-

ManagementManagement (BLM ) . At the-

tune
the-

tune
the

timetune of his death , he was-

semor
was-

senior
was

seniorsemor pilot of the InInteriorInterior-
Department's

tenortenor-
Department'sDepartment'sDepartments' Office of Air Ser-

VIce
SerSer-¬-

vice for Alaska Johnson'sJohnsonsJohnson's-
wife

Johnson's-
wife

'

wife and three children continuecontmuecontmue-
to

continu-
ehhto) live mIn Fairbanksb1fhank


