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MECHANICS EXPLAINED-AsEXPLAINEDAs-- Tanana Chiefs president AlAIAtA-
IKetzler'looks

At-

KetzlerKetzlerKetzler'looksKetzlerlooks' looks on , attorney Barry Jackson explains the ramifiramifi-ramramifi-
cations

" 1-11-

cations
¬-

cations of land claims legislation .

. KE1HRKETZLERKEIZLER SURVIVES CHALLENGE

Strong Bid to OustOust-
Ketzler

Oust-
KetzlerKetzler as President ofof-
T

of-
allana

of-
TananaTaiianaTananaTallana Chiefs FailsFailsB-

yBy MADELYN SHULMANSHULMAN-
Staff

SHULMAN-
StaffStaff Writer

Nine years ago , Alfred Ketzler of Nenana joinedjoinedthethethe-
land

the-
landlandlandclaimsclaims Tightfight . In the earlyearly1960s1960s , he organized thethe-
Tanana

the-
TananaTanana Chiefs Conference and became its president .

Later , he was part ofofthethe early leadershipleadershipofofofthethe AlaskanAlaskan-

Federation

Alaskan-

FederationFederation of Natives .

For almost a decade , Ketzler ,

LikeUkeWee a host of other native lealea-lealea-

ders
lea-

ders
¬-

ders ,., often sacrificedsacnficed jobslobs '
,, perper-per-

sonal
per-

sonal
¬-

sonal life and security to oror-oror-
gamze

or-
ganize

¬-

ganizegamze a politicalpohtlcal movement thatthat-
could

that-
couldcould accomplish the changeschange-
se

changes-
wewe\\ee\ see today-nativetodaynative- power ,.

politicalpoIlLlcillOl1uencepoliticalinfluence, influence ,. settlement ofof-
nJtlve

of-
nativenativenJtlve land claimsclaims-

Last
claIms-

Last
claims-

LastLastLasteekendweekend\\eekendeekend\ ,. after servingservmgservmg-

JS

serving-
asasJS president of the Tanana ChiefsChlefChiefs-
fortortlrfor) most otatof the yearsyears since hehe-

flunded
he-

foundedfoundedflundedflundedItfoundedit) it , KetzlerKetzl r had to fightffight-
for

gh tt-

forfor his officel1fflce The TananaTanana-
ChIefs

Tanana-
ChiefsChiefs met in10 Fairbanks SeptemSeptem-Septem-
ber

¬.-

ber 101010andand 1III1i to consider reorreor-reor-
gamzlng

reor-
ganizing

¬-

ganizinggamzlng theirtheJf boardboardasas a regionalreglOnaJreglOna-
JcorporalJon

regiona-
lcorporationcorporationcorporalJon under theth laws;aws gogo-go¬-

verningvernmg nonprofit corporationscorporatIOns-
m

corporations-
ininm the State of Alaska .

The onceunce almost meaninglessmeamnglessmeamngless-
post

meaningless-
postpost of headheadofof the TananaTanana-
Chiefs

Tanana-
ChiefsChiefs has become a powerfulpov.erfulpoverfulpov.erful-
office

powerful-
office

.
office Forf-orfor- yearsvearsyears

'
,. the TananaTanana-

Chlds
Tanana-

ChiefsChiefsChlds was a regionalreglunal organizaorganlla-organllaorganiza-organlla-
tllln

organiza-
tion

¬-

tiontllln of destitute Athabascan vilvil-vilvil-

lage

vil-

lages

¬-

lageslage <; withoutI.lthoutIlthout'. powerpav.erpaver. ,. withoutwithout-
monc

without-
moneymonevmoncmoncIthoulmoney! . without\\IthoulIthoul\ amanany! thingthmgthinghut"butbut-huthut".- blltbllt-
hope

hut-
hopehope anddnd torfor mammanmans! villages ,.

there wawas\ J >

> not muchmuchofof thatthat-
either

that-
eithereither
eitherNoweitherOv

Now\OvOv\ . ., with funds from AFNAF\iAFi\ .

federalfederJI grants and extensiveextel1 IVe DIAlABIAlAc-
ontracts

BIA-

contractscontracts ,. it is becomingbecommg add-

powerful
a-

powerfulpowerful regionalregJOnal organizationorganizatIOn-
ContnLJec

organization-
Cont( ContnLJecCont , need on page 5)5)
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DEFEATED CHALLENGER-RalphCHALLENGERRalph-- Perdue of Fairbanks made aa-
strong

a-
strongstrong bid to wrest the chief post in the(,

the new Tanana ChiefsChiefs-
conference

Chiefs-
conferenceconference from AlAI Ketzler last week ,. Fred StickmanStick man is1 $ shownshown-
in

shown-
inin the background at the meeting .

Survives ChallengeChallengeConti-
nued

. . .
(Continued from page 1)1)

Among its new assets areMe paneledpaneled-
offices

paneled-
officesoffices in the new Fairbanks-
Native

Fairbanks-
Native

Fairbanks
Native Community Center andand-
access

and-
accessaccess to the Center'sCenters' staff ofof-
exp

of-
expertsexpertsexp rts on employment ,. educaeduca-educa-
tion

¬-.
tion , housing and a host of otherother-
native

other-
nativenative concerns..

AsM the Tanana Chiefs met toto-
consider

to-
considerconsider their problems , forefore-fore-
most

¬-.
most among their concerns waswas-
land

was-
landland claims. . Next came theirtheir-
reorganizationto

their-
reorganizationtoreorganizationreorganization-toreorganizationto-to create a nonnon-norinon-
profit

¬.-
profit corporation which willwill-
administer

will-
administeradminister money and programs..
The corporation , which waswas-
approved

was-
approvedapproved , will be known as DenaDnaDDena-
'Nena'Henash

nana-
'Nena'Henash'NenaHenashNenaHenash'Nena'Henash' '' and will includeinclude-
the

include-
thethe member villages of the TaTa-TaTa-
nana

Ta-
nana

¬-

nana Chiefs .

Along with the reorganizareorganiza-reorreorganiza-
tion

¬-

tion Cametamecame a newnew slate of officersofficers-
for

officers-
forfor the newly forming organizaorganiza-organiza-
tion

¬-.
tion . A powerful move devedeve-deve-
loped

deve-
loped

¬-

loped to replace AlAI Ketzler asas-
president

as-
presidentpresident . Ralph Perdue of Fair-FairFair-
banks

-.,
banks made a strong bid for thethe-
presidency

the-
presidencypresidency of the new corpora ¬.

tionlion , which will administer hun¬.
dreds of thousands of dollarsdollars-
worth

dollars-
worthworth ofofmoneymoney and programs .

The men of Interior AlaskaAlaska-
who

Alaska-
whowho met to vote on officersofficers-
were

officers-
werewere mostly part of the olderolder-
generationmany

older-
generationmanygeneration-manygenerationmany- of them imim-imim-
bued

im-
bued

¬-

bued in the old ways and tradi ¬..

tionslions tryingtryiItryiIgtryingg valiantly to solvesolve-
pressing

solve-
pressingpressing problems of poverty ,

health , sanitation and housing..
They know AlAI Ketzler as aa-

vocal
a-

vocalvocal , articulate , experiencedexperienced-
fighter

experienced-
fighterfighter . He won the presidentialpresidential-
post

presidential-
postpost by a vote of 13 to-toto9.-. 9 . TheThe-
time

The-
timetime has not comeCOttle when aa-
fighter

a-
fighterfighter is no longer needed .

Ketzler himself ,. and he says itit-
often

it-
oftenoften , is not a bureaucrat.. HeHe-
recognizes

He-
recognizesrecognizes

,
that someone else willwill-

have
will-

havehave to administer the settlesettle-settle-
ment

settle-
ment

¬-
ment when it comes .

The old ways are swiftlyswiftly-
changing

swiftly-
changingchanging . Many young peoplepeople-
are

people-
areare tired of giving lip service toto-
the

to-
thethe old ways when they see soso-
many

so-
manymany new ways to tackle propro-pro-
blems

pro-
blems

-¬-

blems . They want to voice .
They want leadershipleadersl p.

Near the end of the two dayday-
Tanana

day-
TananaTanana Chiefs conference MitMit-Mit-
chen

Mit-
chell

¬-

chellchen Dementieff ,. a young FairFair-Fair-
banks

Fair-
banks

¬-

banks native , addressed thethe-
Chiefs

the-
ChiefsChiefs to ask for their supportsupport-
for

support-
forfor a new youth organizationrganization-rganizationorganization-organization-
the

rganization-
the

-
the Native Youth Movement'Movement'

.
He , and the more than 50 youngyounyoung-
peoplepeople who are founding thethe-
group

the-
groupgroup ,. want to combine the oldold-
and

old-
andand the new-notnewnotnew-notnewnot- '' talk aboutaboutaabout-
return

about-
return

a
return to the 'oldold' ways ' of theirtheir-
people

their-
peoplepeople . They want to work withwith-
their

with-
theirtheir elders-buteldersbut- separately .

Many of the older chiefs propro-prot-
ested

pro-
tested

-¬-

tested . How , they insisted ,. cancan-
these

can-
thesethese young people form theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown movements so ,blithely ..
Why don'tdont' they take part in thethe-
native

the-
nativenative associations'associations

'
," , the TananaTanana-

Chiefs
Tanana-

ChiefsChiefs , the other regional groups ?
Native politics is no longerlonger-

revolutionary
longer-

revolutionaryrevolutionary . Native youth ,.
brought up in a political age ,.
want .;>, to chart theireir own '° direcdirec-direcrdirec-
tions

direcr-
lions

-¬

tionslionstions..,
Today , the leadersleader $ ofr''

thethe-
Tanana

the-
TananaTanana Chiefs , and of ', otherother-
regional

other-
regionalregional organizations'organizations

.' , are . theCleCle-
respected

the-
respectedrespected elders'elders' of their villages.. >

Tomorrow ,, their sons and daugh-daughdaugh-
ters'wfll

daugh-
ters'will

-.
.
,

ters'wfllterswfllters'willterswillters 'willwill' demanddemandaa voice . TheyThey-
will

They-
willwfllwill demanddenand leadership becausebecause-
the

because-
theirtheirthe r parents have

,
sent them to-toto-

the
toto-

the
-:,

the white man'smans'
,
schools'schools' '

andand-
they

and-
theythey understand the complexcomplex-complex-
ities

complex-
ities

¬-

ities of organizational managemanage-man-manman-
mCl

manage-
ment

.¬--
mentmCl t ,.

: power
,

politics andandlegalandlegal-
marieuvers'as

,
legalle

maneuversmarieuvers'asmarieuversasoftendo'
as their parents oftenoften-

do
often

I

do notlnotnot::
.

. notlWhen
When that day comescomes,, and it ,.

has already begun in the AFN ,.
i ,

an , epoch will be over . It willwill-
leave

will-
leaveleave its bitter memoriesmoriesm as wellwell-
as

well-
asas its proud ones..


