
Nenana Busing Flap-FlapFlapT-
hirty

FlapT-
hirty

FlapT-
hirty

--
Thirty StudentsSlllllents Reassigned to10 Healy

As school began last Thurs-ThursThurs-
day

TThurs-ThursThurs-
day

,
urs-ursurs-

day
-

day inm the Nenanaenana HighIlIgh SchoolSchool-
the

School-
thethe high school was missingmlssmg anan-
estimated

an-
estimatedestimated 20 to 30 students ._ AtAt-
the

At-
thethe last minutemmute , they were reasrereas-reasreas-
signed

s¬.-

signed to the high schoolschoolininIn-

Healy
in-

MealyHealyMealy (6060( miles south ) or rete-tere-rete-
ma

re-

mained
¬-

mainedma ned in Anderson (3030( rules'llieslliesmilesmiles-
away

['llies-
away

'

away )) to attend 9th grade .

Why so many high schoolsschools-
Inin such a smallsman area of Alaska ,.

asked State Rep . Mike Bradner .,

chairmanchalTman of , the State Budget

and Audit Committee .

Natives inan the Nenana areaarea-
suggest

area-
suggestsuggest that the proliferation ofof-
high

of-
highhigh schoolssclDolsscbols may be due toto-
racial

to-
racialracial problems . There appearsaipearsllaipears-
to

; carscars-
toto be resistance in the hiamlytnamlyhiainlytnamly-
v.hltc

hiainly-
whitewhitev.hltcvhltc. Anderson and ClearCleaT areasareas-
to

areas-
toto their highhighschoolschool studentsstudents-
gomg

students-

goinggoinggomg to school inm Nenana-NenanaNenana-
where

Nenana-
where

Nenana-
where

-
where attendance is aboutaboul 5050-
per

50-
perper cent native .

Less than two weeks beforebefore-
Continued

before-

Cont'fuea

before-

Continued(( ContinuedCont'f\ueaCont'fContfuea'\ on pageoage 7)7))



Nenana BusingBusine . .
( ContinuedContlnu f from page 1)11)-

school

1)-

school

1)-

school

)

school began , the State OperatedOperated-
School

Operated-
SchoolSchool Board , with jurisdictionjurisdiction-
overover the students along the highhigh-high-
way

high-
way

¬-

way , reclassified the attendanceattendance-
center

attendance-
centercenter for students in AndersonAnderson-
and

Anderson-
andand Clear from NenanaNenan toto-
Healy

to-
HealyHealy .

Five years ago, there was nono-
high

no-
highhigh school in the valley . THenTlien ,.
with a high state subsidy (closeclose-
to

close-
toto 100 per cent ) the city ofof-
Nenana

of-
NenanaNenana started one . The schoolschool-
isis 20 miles from Anderson andand-
Clear

and-
ClearClear , a short bus distance inin-
Alaska

in-
AlaskaAlaska , according to BradnerBradner-
and

Bradner-
andand other knowledgeableknowledg able offioffi-offi-
cials

¬.-
cials..

When the SOS Board changedchanged-
itsits attendance center , NenanaNenana-
school

Nenana-
schoolschool protested . Each studentstudent-
lost

student-
lostlost meant a loss in state revereve-reve-

nues
reve-

nues
¬-

nues... Then , Anderson decideddecided-
toto keep its ninth grade studentsstudents-
inin town , rather thantllan send themthem-
to

them-
toto high school in Nenana .

"It'sIts" ' a sticky set of humanhuman-
problems

human-
problemsproblems with racial overtones ,"
commented an observer .

As students started the schoolschool-
year

school-
yearyear last week a tentativetentaJive corn-corncorn-
promise

ccom-comcom-
promise

m-mm-
promise

-

promise had been worked out .

Bus routes wouldwouldnotnot change ,
according to Nenana schoolschool-
superintendent

school-
superintendentsuperintendent Richard Leath .

Students who wished to attendattend-
other

attend-
otherotherotherotherschools'

schools than those servedserved-
by

served-
byby the bus route in theirtlteir areaarea-
would

area-
wouldwould have to provide their ownown-
transportation

own-
transportationtransportation .

Attorney General Havelock ,

jurisdictionaIin an opinion on the jurisdiction-jurisdictionjurisdiction-
al

-
- alaI dispute last week , decideddecided-

that
decided-

thatthat the Alaska Statutes appearappear-
to

appear-
toto give the board of the StateState-
Operated

State-
OperatedOperated SchoolSchoof finalfmal authorityauthority-
over

authority-
overover the students in the highwayhighway-
area

highway-
area.. .area , A"A-

As iff'As ,busing disputes go onon-
acr

on-
acrossacrossacr ss the /,

' nation the'the' one in"4in4inin-
Nenana

"' "

Nenana stands out ifjjasas extraorextraof-extraofextraor-extraof-
dinary

extraor-
dinary

¬-
dinary . Alaskans , with vast disdis-disdist-
ances

dis-
tances

-¬-
tances between populationsopulation ',, ,

must tolerate an amount ., ofofs-

chQOI
of-

schoolschoolschQOI busing ' whichwhi h would bebe-
intolerable

be-
intolerableintolerable in most other states .

Hundreds of native studentsstudents-
must

students-
mustmustmust attend boarding , schoolsschools-
and

schools-
andand programs due to lack ' ofof-
facilities

of-
facilitiesfacilities closeclo enough toto.theirtotheirto.their-
homes

''., theirtheir-
homeshomes.. *!-

Thus , when a busingbusbusngng disputediSpute-
I'tquires

dispute-
requiresrequiresI'tquiresItquires' more mileage per schoolschool-
child

school-
childchildexpensivefor, maymamay be moremore-moreinoremoreexpensive'- expensive
forkthefor the state and does not seem *'

to , provideprovide 'anyany' any better education ' ',

for the
,

children-peoplechildrenpeople- wonder .


