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By TOM RICHARDS JR.. ANDAND-

RICHARD
AND-

RICHARDRICHARD LA COURSECOURSE-

WASHINGTON

COURSE-

WASHINGTONWASHINGTONWASIIINGTON , D . C-AI-CAIC-Al-AlCAI-
PAThe

CAIP-
A

CAlP-
AThe

. - ( -

PA-ThePAThePAThePA-PA)-The possibility ofofaa .-meet-.-meet.meetmeet-.meet-

109

meet-
ing

¬-

ing109 between Presidentresldent Nixon anda.tldatlda.tld-

the
and-

the
.

the(he nation'snations' major Indian lealea-lea-
ders

¬.-

ders was left open after privateprivate-
consuHatlon

private-
consultationconsultationconsuHatlon between the NatioNatio-Natio-
nal

Natio-
nal

¬-

nal Congress of AmericanAmencan IndiIndi-Indi-
ans

Indi-
ans

¬-

ans and a special White HouseHouse-
3Slstant

House-
assistantassistant3Slstant$ here September 2.

The private consultation , heldheld-
at

held-
atat the request of White Houselouse(

special assistant Bradley PatterPatter-Patter-
son

Patter-
son

¬-

son , was inm response to a letterletter-
from

letter-
fromfrom NCAI and tentcn other prinpnn-pnnprin-pnn-
dpal

prin-
cipal

¬-

cipaldpal Indian organizationsorgamzatlQns acrossacross-
the

across-
thethe country whichwhch stated thatthat-
thelf

that-
theirtheirthelf confidence inm th0thoth adminiadmini-admini-
stration

¬.-

stration had been severelysev rey! shasha-sha-
ken

sha-
ken

¬-

ken by recent events Within thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of Indian Affairs .

JoiningJoming NCAI in the writtenwritten-
request

written-
requestrequest were the National TribalTribal-
ChalTmen's

Tribal-
Chairmen's' ' the AffiMfjAffi-Affi-
hated

:-Chairmen'sChairmensChalTmen'sChalTmens Association ;,, ¬

liatedhated Tribes of the Northwest ,
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Alaska Federation of Natives ,.
All Indian Pueblo Council , AriAri-Ari-
zona

¬.-
zona Intertribal Council , InterInter-Inter-
tribal

¬.-
tribal Council of California ,

IntertribalInte ribaJ Council of Nevada ,

MinnesotaMinpesota Chippewa Tribes ',, Na-NaNa-
vajoi

NNa-
vajo

-.
vajoivajo Tribe ,. Small Tribes of WesWes-Wes-
tern

Wes-

tern
-¬-

tern Washington .

Observers here viewed extraextra-extra-
ordinarily

extra-
ordinarily

-¬-

ordinarily rare alliance of nationnation-nation-
al

¬.-
al and regional Indian groupsgroups-
both

groups-
bothboth as a gauge of the impact ofof-
recent

of-
recentrecent Bureau personnel changeschanges-
and

changes-
andand policy changes concerningconcerning-
contracting

concerning-
contractingcontracting and a sharp escalaescala-escala-
tion

¬.-
tion in the combined powerpower-
of

power-
ofof tribal groups and organizaorganiza-organiza-
tions

¬.-
tions nationwide .

Meanwhile ,. other significantsignificant-
developments

significant-
developmentsdevelopments were occurring :

- Indian Commissioner LouisLoui-
sR

Louis-
RR.R. BruceBrucetBrucercut; cut his vacationvacationshoffvvacation-
to

-shoffvshoffv-

to attendatten4 the meeting of thethe-
Tribal

the-
TribalTribal Chairmen'sChairmensChairinen'sChairinens ' AssociationASSQCiationASSQCiatio-
nmeeting

Association-
meetingmeeting in Window Rock ,. Ariz . ,

Sept . 9-109109.10910--. . ,

- Water rightstights authority WilWil-Wil-

liam
Wil-

liam
¬-

liam H . Veeder refused his Orderorder-
to

order-
totototransfer-transfertransfer.transfer-. to PhoenixPhoPholiix , Ariz . ,.
August 30 , andandstatedstated he wouldwould-
"not

would-
"not"notnot" participate in the destrucdestruc-destruc-
tion

¬.-
tion of the Indian Tribes occupyoccupy-occupy-
ing

occupy-
ing

¬-

ing those Reservations " whichwhich-
rely

which-
relyrely on Southwest waterways forfor-
their

for-
theirtheir existence .

Deputy Commissioner JohnJohn-
O

John-
OO. Crow replied to Veeder thatthat-
he

that-
hehe was "shockedshocked"shockedat" at your distor-distordistor-
tion

distor-
tion

-.

tion.tion. of the issues,." and statedstated-
that

stated-
thatthat he expected Veeder to be inin-
Phoenix

in-
PhoenixPhoenix by Sept . 19;
- Two militant groups ,. thethe-
American

the-
AmericanAmerican Indian Movement andand-
the

and-
thethe National Indian Youth CounCoun-Coun-
cil

Coun-
cil

¬-

cil,. joined in support of tribaltribal-
concern

tribal-
concernconcern over the recent BIABIA-
administrative

BIA-
administrativeadministrative and policy chanchan-chan-
ges

¬.-
ges , and threatened demonstrademonstra-demonstra-
tions

demonstra-
tions

¬-

tions on CapitolCa itol Hill Sept.. 2020-
and

20-
andand harassment of Interior afWamafitlam-
BureaQ

afitl-
BureauBureauBureaQ officials when they tratra-tra-
velled

¬.-
velledvelledaroundaround the country .

The multiple-signaturemultiplesignaturemultiple.signaturemultiplesignature-. letterletter-
to

letter-
toto the President listed six.eventssixeventssix.events-
which

six.events-
which

.

'manyIndianmanyIndianwhich hadhadrecentlyrecently
'
causedaused 'manymany'

many
Indian leaders tot fear the adminadmin-admin-
istration

¬.-
istration was quietly backingbacking-
away

backing-
awayaway fromfroin its announcedannouncd policypolicy-
of

policy-
ofof selfdeterminationself-determinationselfdeterminationself-determinationselfdetermination-- and

'
quietlyquietly-

tolerating
quietly-

toleratingtolerating back-steppingbacksteppingback.steppingbackstepping-. \
", by InIn-InIn-

terior
In-

terior
¬-

terior administratorsadministr tors on the PresPres-Pres-
ident's

Pres-
ident's

-¬-

ident'sidents' Indian Doctrine of July
8 ,. 1970 .

The six events consideredconsidered-
flashpoints

considered-
flashpointsflashpoints in the letter were asas-
follows

as-
followsfollows :- Appointment of anart InteriorInterior-
Secretary

Interior-
SecretarySecretary (RogersR gers C.BCB. . MortonMorton-
who

Morton-
whowho replaced the dismissed WalWal-Wal-

ter
Wal-

ter
¬-

ter HickelHickel)) who disagrees withwith-
the

with-
thethe President'sPresidents'' announced ln-lnIn-Inln-
dian

In-
dian

-
>= dianthan polciy and who "practi-"practipracti"practi-

cally
"practi-

1
"practi-

cally
" -

1 cally 'dismisseddismissed'- it as politicalpotiticaJpolitical-
rhetoric*

, rhetoric ";:;'
' ;,

t| - i' Tribal governmentsgo rnments werewerewere'noti-were'notiwerenotiwere'noti-
fed

hoti-hoti'notinotihoti-
jfied

'
--

jfiedi fiedfed theytheywould, would!,ould no longer beberere-rere-
'garded

re -'
+
*\'gardedgarded'gradedgraded', ' asas ,. the

,
"solesole" qualifiedquaJifte4qualified-

iIsupplier "' in contracting with thethe-
cc\BureauBureau/andBureauand;/and the re-lettingrelettingre.lettingreletting-. of con-concon-
tracts

con-
tracts

-

BractsconBractstracts competitivelycompetidveJy"wouJdcompetidveJywouJdcompetitively'wouldcompetitivelywould"" 'would take ,

ttheirItheir,
,
their place ; ,\

v.--- Appointmentsppointments., of Miss Wilma
,,

Victor ' as '-special
s-pecial' special assistant toto-

Morton
to-

MortonMorton and JohnJOM 0O ,. Crow asas-
BIA

as-
BIABIA deputydeputy'comrnissionerdeputycomrnissioner"commissionercommissioner

"' with-withwith-
out

with-
but

-.
, outbut .-consulting

c-onsulting.,consulting tribes or organiza ¬.
tions , regardedregardedasas "old-line"oldoldline" - andand-
non.progressive

and'nonprogressiv-

e

non-progressivenonprogressivenon.progressivenonprogressive-. bureaucrats " byby-

the
,

'-
non-progressive

'-nonn-onp-

rogressive
('

"thethe" thethe signatoriessignatQriessignatorie-
sr

.., ,

-rr-.;: ' "RegressionRegression'Regression"' "' of , the BIA intointo-
"old

intointo-
"old"oldold" patterns of paternalism andand-
stagnation

and-
stagnationstagnation " byby'thebythe'thethe' replacementreplareplacemen-
tof

ementement-
ofof Leon F . Cook in , thethe.econo-

-

the.econ-

o,. econoeco o-o-¬-

mic developmentdev lopment division , otherother-
personnel

other-
personnelpersonnel reshufflingreshuff1i g ,. andand"reinoand"rein"remoremo"reinoreino"reinrein"reino-
v

"rein-
val

"
vval of certain important programprogram-
areas

program-
areasareas from the control of thethe-
dynamic

the-
dynamicdynamic Indian leadersleadeIS, broughtbrought-
inin by Commissioner Bruce " ;

- Contradiction between rere-rere-
marks

re-
marks

¬-

marks by Harrison Loesch ,. assisassis-assis-
tant

assis-
tant

-¬-

tant Interior secretary in thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of Land Management ,

and presidential statements ..
(Loesch in a letter to Sen .

Eugene Burdick-BurdickBurdicksaid-' said ,.
', "UnforUnfor'Unfor-'Unfor"Unfor-"Unfor-

tunately
""'Unfor-

tunately
' ¬-

tunately , many tribal groups andand-
Indian

and-
IndianIndian organizations have interinter-inter-
preted

inter-
preted

¬-

preted tribal involvement in thethe-
selection

the-
selectionselection of Bureau personnel toto-
mean

to-
meanmean that they have the authorauthor-author-
ity

author-
ity

¬-

ity to participate in managementmanagement-
and

management-
andandandorganizationorganization decisions concon-con-
cerning

con-
cerning

¬-

cerning establishment of posi-posiposi-
tions

posi-
tions

posi-posiposi-
tions

-

) tions and appointment thereto ."
Nixon had stated ,. "ItIt" is essenessen-essen-

tial
essen-

tial
¬-

tial that the Indian people concon-con-
tinue

¬.-
tinue to lead the way by parti-partiparti-
pating

parti-
pating

parti-
pating

-

pating in policy development toto-
the

to-
thethe greatest possible degree ."''))- A "resignationresignation" ultimatumultimatum-
given

ultimatum-
givengiven to BIA water rights authoautho-autho-
rity

¬.-
rity William Veeder ,. and lack ofof-
evidence

of-
evidenceevidence to. prove the adminiadmini-admini-
stration's

¬.-
stration'sstrations' "sinceritysincerity'sincerity"' " in protecprotec-protec-
ting

¬.-
ting Indian water and land rereore-rereo-
sources

re-
sources

¬-

sources ..
"WeWe'We"' feel the seriousness ofof-

the
of-

thethe aboveaoove actions warrants youryour-
meeting

your-
meetingmeetingmeetingwithwith us to restore ourour-
confidence

our-
confidenceconfidence in this administraadministra-administra-
tion

¬.-

tion ,.". the letter concluded .,

Speculation mounted here ,

meanwhile ,; as Indian CommisCommis-Commis-
sioner

Commis-
sioner

-¬-

sioner Bruce cut short his vacavaca-vaca-
tion

¬.-

tion for the Window Rock concon-con-
ference

¬.-
ference with the tribal chairmen ,

who are,. by their constitution ,
the direct voice into the BureauBureau-

from
Bureau-

fromfrom Indian country . Only lastlast-
week

last-
weekweek , Navajo thairmenLhamnenLhairmen feierYeterYelerYeter-
Maco'onaid

Yeler-
MacDonald., MacQonaldMaco'onaidMacoonaidMacDonald' said after a heatedheated-
exchange

heated-
exchangeexchange with the White House :

"TheThe"" timetime-timefor- for letters andand-
resolutions

and-
resolutionsresolutions is over'. What we asas-
chainnen

as-
chairmenchairmenchainnen must do nown w is devedeve-deve-
lop

deve-
lop'a

¬-

loplop'alopa"' a war plan ..""


