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Musklusk Ox Easily Tamed , Stays Tame
By PAUL F . WILKINSON
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In order to decide ifIfItit wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe possible to domesticate thethe-
musk

the-
muskmusk ox on a large scalescaJe , thethe-
followmg

the-
followingfollowingfollowmg questions had to bebe-
answered

be-
answeredanswered : Could musk oxox-
calves

ox-
calvescalves be tamed easily , andand-
would

and-
wouldwould they remain tame eveneven-
when

even-
whenwhen fuljyfully grown ? Would muskmusk-
Jxen

musk-
oxenoxenJxen adaptadaIt to the restrictionsrestrictions-
ofof farm life , and would theythey-
breed

they-
breedbreed successfully under thesethese-
conditIons

these-
conditionsconditions ?

Was there a good way toto-
collect

to-
collectcollect aridand process their qiviut?
What was the quality of qiviutqiviut-
textiles

qiviut-
textilestextiles ? Would raising domesdomes-domes-
ticated

domes-
ticated

¬-

ticated musk oxen fit in withwith-
sociaJ

with-
socialsocialsociaJ and economic structurestructure-
of

structure-
ofof life in thet-hethetrhe- Arctic ?

Between 1954 and 1964 aa-

sefJ

a-

serif'sseriesserif'sserifssefJ 'S of experiments was concancon-con-
ducted

¬.-

ducted inn Vermont to answer

these questions .

TamingTammgTammg musk ox calvescalves-
proved

calves-
provedprovedprovedeasyeasy , as I describeddescnbeddescnbed-
above

described-
aboveabove , and it became clear thatthat-

Continued

that-
Continued

that-
Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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musk oxen remained tame andand-
trus1ing

and-
trustingtrustingtrus1ing even as adults ,. whenwhen-
bullt'weigh

when-
bullsbullsbullt'weighbulltweigh*' weigh up to 900 Iblb . andand-
cowscowsOWs(: from 500-650500650SOO-6S0SOO6S0--- Iblb .

Musk oxen are apparentlyapparently-
intelligent

apparently-
intelligentintelligent animals,, and theythey-
quickly

they-
quicklyquickly learned the routine ofof-
farm

of-
farmfarm life ; indeed ,. some of themthem-
even

them-
eveneven learned their names andand-
would

and-
wouldwouldwouldcomecome running across thethe-
pastures

the-
pasturespastures when they were called .

AllAU the animals soon becamebecame-
accustomed

became-
accustomedaccustomed to entering thethe-
bam

the-
barnbarnbam to be weighed ,. and theythey-
tDlerated

they-
toleratedtoleratedtDlerated thet frequent physicalphysical-
examinations

physical-
examinationsexaminations and scientific exex-exex-
periments

ex-
periments

¬-

periments to which they werewere-
subjected

were-
subjectedsubjected..

Fortunately ,. it was discovdiscov-discov-
ered

¬-.
ered that sick musk oxen resres-res-
ponded

res-
ponded

-¬-

ponded well &;;)> i drugs and treattreat-treat-
ments

treat-
ments

¬-
ments developeddevelo d for sheep andand-
cattle

and-
cattlecattle ,. although one advantageadvantage-
ofof the harsh Arctic climate isis-
that

is-
thatthat many types of diseases areare-
much

are-
muchmuch rarer than further South.
Because' muskmusic oxen thrive onon-
a

on-
aa diet of grasses and browsebrowse-
species

browse-
speciesspecies ,. aSat well as on hay ,.
feeding them is easy .

As far as we know ,. mostmost-
musk

most-
muskmusk ox cows do not breedbreed-
until

breed-
untiluntil they are 4 yearyears*. oldlIdbid?: ,. andand-
bulls

and-
bullsbulls may not breed until laterlater-
than

later-
thanthan thisthis.McethisMce,. .sincesince.. the older bullsbulls-
are

bulls-
areare often the best fighters andand-
take

and-
taketake all the females for themthem-them-
selves

¬.-
selves .

Because domesticated muskmusk-
oxen

musk-
oxenoxen are so well fed , they growgrow-
very

grow-
veryvery rapidly , and most cows cancan-
be

can-
bebe bred whenwhe.n. they are just overover-
two

over-
twotwo years oldold.. Wild musk oxox-
cows

ox-
cowscows normallynonnally have only oneone-
baby

one-
babybaby every two years , for theythey-
suckle

they-
sucklesuckle their calves for up to
12 months after birth ,. and therethere-there-
fore

¬.-
fore they do not come into heatheat-
ininl the same years that they calve .

On a farm , in contrast ,. calvescalves-
can

calves-
cancan be 'weanedweaned' when they areare-
four

are-
fourfour months old , and theirtheir-
mothers

their-
mothersmothers can be bred every year .

Twinning is unknown for wildwild-
musk

wild-
muskmusk oxen ,. but domesticateddomesticated-
musk

domesticated-
muskmusk-muskmuskoxen.-. oxen have already propro-pro-
duced

-¬.
duced oneoneet' set;; t of twins..

All these points are obviouslyobviously-
important

obviously-
importantimportant for someone whowho-
is

,

is raising musk oxen commercommer-
pally

¬.

ciallypally,
.

Since domestication meansmeans-
principally

means-
principallyprincipally that animals areare-
bred

are-
bredbred selectively ,. great attentionattention-
was

attention-
waswas paid in the early days toto-
working

to-
workingworking out a program of selsel-selsel-
ective

¬.-
ective breeding .

This program , which is Stillstill-
operating

still-
operatingoperating ,. is designed to increaseincrease-
the

increase-
thethe qualityqwdity , and quantity of thethe-
annual

the-
annualannual qiviutgiviut yield ,. to makemake-
musk

make-
muskmusk oxen as tame as possible ,.
to create aa hornless animal ,. andand-
to

and-
toto encourage twinning..

When'When
'

, the Musk Ox ProjectProject-
Itarted

Project-
dartedstartedItarteddarted , some people said that itit-
would

it-
wouldwould bebeibeimpossiblei,'. impossible to collectCollcollect-
the

tt-
thethe qiviut . They believed thatthat-
it

that-
BftitB 'wouldwould'.wouldwould.,

w uld ,. have , to be shearedsheared-
like'sheep.s

sheared-
licelicelike'sheep.slikesheep.slikesheeps'-sheep's

s-heeps' sheep'ssheeps'. woolwoo ), andandithatthe11thatthat , theth-
erWtrWtfjviutvut.; and the coarse outer hairshairs-
would'wouldwould'. become ., inextricablyinextricably-

'ted
inextricably-

mix
inextricably-

mixed-'ted'tedtedmixedmix- ' .,
ShearingShering ., is, however t; unnecunnec-unneunnec-

essary
.¬-

essarytssary ; for muskmusmusic oxen shed theirtheir-
qiviut

their-
giviut'everyqiviuteverygiviut'everygiviuteveryqiviut /everyevery/., :,'every spring ,. 'butbutIbutI' they ,

keepieep ,
the ' outer hairs all the yearyearl-

DunCl
year-

MoundroundlDunClMound asas protection from thethe-
sarisonIIUlsari and insects in summersummer .

.
'

Because domesticated ,
muskmusk-

oXen
musk-

oxenoXenoxen are
,
tame , collecting , theirtheir-

qiviut'is
their-

giviut'isqiviut'isqiviutisgiviut'isgiviutisqiviut''is an easy task . When'When' thethe-
qiviut

th-
er

the-
tqiviutr t starts to fall off , usuallyusually-
aykI Mayay , the musk ' oxen are putput-

iilto
pu tt-

intointoiilto small stalls once everyeve fewfew-
'it

" "'itit'

daysys , anaand,, inethe herder gets intointo-
the

into-
thethe stall with the animal andand-
pulls

and-

handhandoffpulls off the loose qiviut byby-
hand

by-

Adult
handhand-hand

.-

Adult bullsbuDs give from 5 1/2-71271/2-1-1/2-7-121l-
b

127-
lb

/ ---

Iblb . annually , females and younyoun-youn-
ger

youn-
ger

¬-

ger, animals proportionately less...
Musk oxen ' probably live forfor-
more

for-
moremore thantltan 20 years ,. and theirtheir-
qiviut

their-
qiviutqiviut can be collected each year .
The estimatedestimatedvaluevalue of rawraw-
qiviut

raw-
qiviutqiviut is $50.0050.005000$ SO.OOSOOO. per Iblb . ,. although ,
as I shall explain later ,. the valuevalue-
of

value-
ofofhigherthanqiviut textiles is far higherhigher-
thanthan this..

Technically , natural fibres areare-
graded

are-
gradedgraded according to the lengthlength-
and

length-
andand diameter of individual fibreslbres..
By these standardstandards$ ,. qiviut fibresfibres-
are

fibres-
areare on average both longer andand-
fmer

and-
finerfinerfmer than those of cashmere .

ProcessingProcessingnatural' natural fibres inin-inin-
volves

in-
volves

¬-

volves in the firstftrst stages sepasepa-sepa-
rating

sepa-
rating

¬-

rating the wool from the outerouter-
baitS

outer-
hairshairsbaitS,, cleaning the wool by washwash-wash-
ing

¬.-
ing itit,, and spinning it into yarnyam.
Happily ,. it turned out thatthat-
machinery

that-
machinerymachinery designed to processprocess-
cashmerecashmereprocesscashmereand other exotic fibersfibers-
was

fibers-
waswas admirably suited for propro-proc-
essing

pro-
cessing

-¬-

cessing qiviutgiviut..

Sample.,, garments and piecespieces-
of

pieces-
ofof yam were sent to experts inin-
the

in-
thethe fields of fashion and textiles ,.
and they were deeply impressed ,
stating confidently that thereiliereiliere-
would

there-
wouldwould bebe'abea__, 'aa'a good market fcrfeefee-
such

fcr-
suchsuch products once they werewere-
available

were-
availableavailable .

AllAU the evidence suggestedsuggested-
that

suggested-
thatthat raising musk oxen in thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic would not conflictcontlict withwith-
the

with-
thethe existing social and economiceconomic-
structure

economic-
structurestructure of village life . SinceSince-
musk

Since-
muskmusk oxen require little atten ¬.
tionLion and can be handled withwith-
ease

with-
easeease , the burden on herdersherders-
would

herders-
wouldwould not be too great , and thethe-
antic.ipated

the-
anticipatedanticipatedantic.ipated. profits would bebe-
great

be-
greatgreat enough to pay these menmen-
well

men-
wellwell ; nor would there be anan-
important

an-
importantimportant clash with other actiactioacti-actio-
vities

acti-
vities

¬-

vities such as hunting , fishing ,
or cash-laborcashlaborcash.laborcashlabor-. .

Unlike the reindeer , the muskmusk-
ox

musk-
oxoxox-

Unlike
Unlikenot
'isis
'
is not migratory , and herdersherders-

would
herders-

wouldwould not have to leave then-thentheirthen-
homes

their-
hoines"and

their-
homes'and

-

homeshoines"andhoinesandhomes'andhomesand'" 'and families in Order toto-
look

to-
looklook after the ' animalsannals.. ProPro-Pro-
ducing

.¬-

ducing the textiles would be anan-
activity

an-
activityactivity to be carried out by thethe-
women

the-
womenwomen in their spare time ,. andand-
it

and-
itit would not interfere ,

with theirtheir-
other

their-
otherother activities associated withwith-
their

with-
theirtheir homes ' and families.:;:

Because musk oxen eat difdif-dif-
ferent

dif-
ferent

¬-

ferent foods from reindeer andand-
caribou

and-
cariboucaribougivedifferent, and because they give
differentdifferent-differentproducts,- products ,. domesticateddomesticated-
musk

domesticated-
muskmusk oxen would not interfereinterfere-
with

interfere-
withwith either of these.

By 1964 , it waswas clear thatthat-
commercial

tt-
commercialcommercial muskmusk-muskox'- ox fanningfarming inin-
the

in-
thethe Arctichctic ,: was feasible . ,' WithWith-
the

With-
thethe ' assistanceassistanCeassistance'of' '-of

o-f'-of
o-f'of the WJCW.KWK.. ., Kel-KelKel-

log
Kel-

og
Kel-

log
-

logog'*

Foundation '
:
,

andand.theandthe' .thethe., Uni-UniUni-
yersity

Uni-
yersity

Uni-
versity

- .,

yersityversity of Alaska ,. the firstrust large-largelarge-
.scale

ltge-:= ,.

.scalescale.
:,scale musk ox ' breeding stationstationIstation-
was

I'

was establishedestablishednearnear the Univer-UniverUniver-
sity

Univer-
sity

Univer-
sity

--
;

sity with 23 female andnd 10 male"

musk , ox-oxoxcarvesox
'

-,. carvescalVes capturedaptured onon-
Nunivak

on-
NunivakNuiuvakNunivak ' Island in ' 1964 and

,

1965 .
'-
that-
'-that
t-

hat'-thattine' '-Since that'that tinetl.netlne. ," , tvot\tJttJ\t4|, moremore-
breeding

more-
breedingbreeding

,

stationstatioMstations
,

j have beenbeen-
established

been-
establishedestablished : at Old

,
Fort Chimo ,.

" , Quebec ,. Canada ;', and at Bardu ,.
in ' the

(, NorthNorthofof Norway . IfIf-
plans

If-
plansplans work outQut well ; more suchsuch-
stations

such-
stationsstations will be started in CanadaCanada-
and

Canada-
andand Greenland . ,

In the next article , I , shallshall-
describe

shall-
describedescribe life on a* breedingbre ding farmfann.


