Goveyes lawmakers on subsistence

BY NANCY HARVEY

It’s a quiet Saturday after-
noon in Juneau. On the third
floor of the State Capitol Gov-
ernor Jay Hammond prepares to
leave for Washington, D.C.; in
some circles now referred to as
the Eastern Front.

Armed only with two com-
missioners, one for fish and
game and one for natural re-
sources, Hammond will once
again wage battle with Congress
in an attempt to convince law-
makers the State is capable of
managing fish and game re-
sources in the best interests of
all Alaskans. A point some beg
to differ with.

But Washington isn’t the only
place concerned with the state’s
ability to manage fish and game
resources. On the home front,
the issue has become a volatile
one as state officials search for
a consensus position to satisfy
both subsistence user and sports-
man alike.

Cupping his hand to his
ear as if to listen very carefully,
the governor motions towards
the legislative chambers and says
he’s waiting for a sign from the
legislature before implementing
any plans to decentralize state
fish and game management, a
concept fiercely advocated by
rural Alaskans.

In an exclusive interview with
the Tundra Times 'Hammond
said he’s willing to throw his
support around the regional
council proposal being “floated”
by state fish and game officials--
unless somebody can show him
something better.

The proposal Hammond re-
fers to (although he repeatedly
stresses it is not the ‘“Ham-
mond” proposal) made its debut
last December when the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game began
a series of workshops to discuss
the future of state fish and
game management. The propos-
al, which many assumed Ham-
mond supported, involves the
creation of five regional coun-
cils which would have no more
than advisory powers in making
recommendations to the state
fish and game boards. All final
decision authority would remain
with the statewide boards of
fish and game. Since the pro-
posal requires no statutory
changes, it could be implement-
ed through executive order of
the governor without legislative
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approval, although the legisla-
ture must appropriate funds to
insure the proposal’s success.

State officials, including the
govemnor, have readily admitted

such a way as to upgrade local
input has become increasingly
attractive when faced with fed-

way

Committee and bound for floor
action in mid-May, calls for
more participation at the region-
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people of the State aren’t sup-
portive, it’s going to be very
difficult to implenent effective-
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The Legislature’s; Interim
Commiittee on Subsistence last
week completed four days of
public teleconference hearings in
Juneau, Bethel, Anchorage,
Nome, Ketchikan and Fairbanks
on subsistence legislation, in-



