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and
joy-

andand celebration A day in JuneJuncJunc-
to

June-
toto commemorate a successfulsuccessful-
whalIng

successful-
whalingwhaling season At the traditradltradi-tradi-

tional
¬'-

tional place in111 the village , the

menmcn laylayoutout a walrus skinskin-

Actually
skin-

ActuallyActually ,. it is severalseveralskinsskinsskins-
sewnsewnewn togethertogcther A stout rope isI-
Slooped

is-

loopedloopedlooped.Iroundloopedaroundaround.IroundIround. the skinskm FourFour-
anchors

Four-
anchorsanchors are dug to hold ropesropes-
to

ropes-
toto thethc lourfour corners of01 the skin ,

crossedaossed polespole on the ropes liftlift-

It

lift-

itit to about four feet TheThe-

rope
The-

ropesropesrope\roperope.Ire\ are.IreIre. tightenedI1gh tened ,. stretchingststretching-
the

re tchlngtchlng-
thethethe.mskin, \.m.m\. Three1 hrce unnatunuatumiat are.lrclrc. placedplaced-
end

placed-
endend to end , arearc tippedtippedonon theirtheir-
Side

their-
sidessidesSide , asa windbreakswmdbreaks for thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople The flagsfl.lgsfllgs. of the sucsuc-suc-

cessful
uc-ucuc-

cessful
¬-

cessful whaling captains are raisrais-rais-

ed
rais-

ed
¬-

ed on polespolc\polcpolcnext\ next to the boatsboats-
While

boats-
While

boats-
WhileWhile the villagers are assemassem-assem-

bling
¬.-

blingblmg ,. the children climbclImbonon thethe-

skll1

the-

skinskinskll1 , jump on it , playing . InIn-

front
In-

frontfront of thethc center umiak , sevsev-sev-

er
sev-

eral
¬-

eraler .1111. men sit on reindeerrem deer skins ,

singingsmgmg and beatingbeatmg their drumsdrums-
slowly

drums-
slowlyslowly TheyTIley will provide thethe-

smgll1g
the-

singingsingingsmgll1g forfo r the first part of thethe-

festivities
the-

festivitiesfestivities . When everything isI-
Sready

is-

readyready , the young people taketake-
places

take-
placesplaces around the skinsian , one handhand-
grasps

hand-
graspsgrasps the rope handles , thethe-

free
the-

freefree arm is around the next perper-per-

son
¬.-

son Everybody is wearingweanng newnew-

cloth
new-

clothcloth parkas and new summersummer-
boots

summer-
hootsbootshoots It is a big dayday-

The
day-

The
day-

TheThe young people move thethes-

.111
the-

skinskins\.111s.111s.111111\. up and down , testingtestmg it ItIt-

IS

It-

isis just rightnght The tension on thethe-
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ropes
ON-

Eropts
ONE-

ropesropesropts makes ittt finefinfinefineandand bouncy .

One at-atata-. a-aatimea -. time , a Jewfew of thethe-

young
the-

youngyoung people get onononand'

andandareareare-

tossed
are-

tossedtossed into the air . Some manman-man-
age

man-
age

¬-

age to staysQlY on their feet a fewfew-

times
few-

timestimes , they soon lose their balbal-balbal-

ance
¬.-

ance and fall . A
°' pretty andand-

p
and-

popularpopularp pular young woman is helpedhelped-
onto

helped-
ontoonto the skin . Everyone knowsknows-
she

knows-
sheshe is one of the best in thisthis-

game
this-

gamegame . After two small tosses ,
the young peoplepeople'pullpeoplepullpull"pull*'" hard onon-

the
on-

thethe skinkin$ , sending the girl highhigh-

in
high-

inin the air . Her new parka isis-

so
is-

soso colorful in the sunlight asas-

she
as-

sheshe goes up . She moves herher-

legs
her-

legslegs like she is running throughthrough-
the

through-
thestntightaheadthe air . She looks straightstntightstraight-
aheadahead . She easily lands on herher-

feet
her-

feetfeet , is immediately thrown upup-

again
up-

againagain . The people are pleasedpleased-
with

pleased-
withwith her performance , thosethose-
around

those-
aroundaround the skin are cheeringcheerfngcheerfng-
as

cheering-
asas they begin to put real efforteffort-
into

effort-
intointo sending her higher withwith-
each

with-
eacheach tos.stossto4sto .

s ; she keeps landing onon-

her
on-

herher feet . The skin is making aa-

rhythmic
a-

rhythmicrhythmic sound . The peoplepeople-
say

people-
saysay to each other , this is the way

skin tossing shouldshould bebe-donebedone-done .

She is so good , when she 'landslands', lands-
on

lands-
onon the skin , it is almost at thethe-

same
the-

samesame spot each time . Finally ,

the girl says that is enough , sheshe-

is
she-

isis let off.

(Following this dayay , thethe-

younger
the-

youngeryoungeryounger girls of the villagevjllage willwill-

practice
will-

practicepractice earnestly onon the teeterteeter-
totter

teeter-
tottertotter boards they will putglut up.fupfup.TupTup.f-

More
upup.T-

More
.)"

More of the people , try theirtheir-
skill

their-
skillskill on the skin . Anyone whowho-
wants

who-
wantswants to try is given a chance ,

as this Is thethertheonlyr*, only day a skinskin-

like
skin-

likelike this is set up .

The young people make wayway-

for
way-

forfor an older man . He was veryvery-
good

very-
goodgood at the skin in his youth .

Today , he will put on a showshow-
for

show-
forfor the people . He is up therethere-
pretending

there-
pretendingpretending to be very scared .

His knees shake , his eyes roll ,

and he seems to be having a lotlot-

of
lot-

ofof trouble staying on his feet .

He is tossed in the air , hollerholler-holler-
ing

holler-
ing

¬-

ing and frantically waving hislhis-

arms
ss-

armsarms . He comes down flat ono-
nl

on-

hishisls back , but is immediatelyimmediately-
thrown

immediately-
thrownthrown again . Some of thethe-

young
the-

youngyoung people are giving advice
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to himlm . It is all good naturednatured-
banter

natured-
banterbanter , of course . SometimesSometimes-
itit looks like he is going to fallfall-

on
fall-

onon hisls head , however he knowsknows-
how

knows-
howhow to fall without getting hurt..

A couple of times , he showsshows-
some

shows-
somesome of his old ability and staysstays-
on

stays-
onon his feet . At the top of oneon-
el

one-

highhighlgh toss , he pretends to seese-
esometl

see-

somethingsomethingsometl ng way out over the ice ,

shades his eyes . Some of thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople look that wayWJ; too , withwith-with-
out

with-
out

¬-

out thinking . They are laughinglaughing-
sosoflowingfromhard , the tears are flowing
from their eyes . His fake clumsiclumsi-clumsi-
ness

clumsi-
ness

¬-

ness is so cleverly done .:' He isis-

let
is-

letlet off to much laughter andand-

cheering
and-

cheeringcheering .

As expected , a young man isis-

on
is-

onon the skin . He is an all aroundaround-
athelete

around-
atheleteathelete , a good runner , goodgoo-
dl

good-
highhighlgh kicker , good everything .

All can see himlm up there , his newnew-

parka
new-

parkaparka brightly trimmed . HisHis-

pants
His-

pantspants are tucked into new blackblack-
and

black-
andand whitewl te summer boots . HisHis-

mother
His-

mothermother has spent many hourshours-
creating

hours-
creatingcreating those intricate designsdesigns-
onon the bottom of his parka , andand-

on
and-

onon the top of his boots . A hushhush-
falls

hush-
fallsfalls over the people , expectaexpecta-expecta-
tion

expecta-
tion

¬-

tion is in the air . The singerssingers-
sitsit up straighter , rub their drumsdrums-
with

drums-
withwith water to make them moremore-
resonant

more-
resonantresonant.. The young peoplepeople-
toss

people-
tosstoss him into the air , he landslands-
solidly

lands-
solidlysolidly and confidently on thethe-

skin
the-

skinskin , which gives a loud thump .

The singers are into a new songsong-
and

song-
andand the drum beat is steady ,.

the next high toss , the youngyoung-
man

young-
manman slowly and expertly turnsturns-
aa somersault and lands on hishis-

feet
his-

feetfeet.. Thump . He calls for anan-

inflated
an-

inflatedinflated seal skin float , one thatthat-
had

that-
hadhad been used during the whalwhal-whal-
ing

whal-
ing

¬-

ing season . He takes hold ofof-

the
of-

thethe ends , his hands are aboutabout-
three

about-
threethree feet apart.. He is tossedtossed-
in

tossed-
inin the air , while holding thethe-

float
the-

floatfloat.. At the top , he pulls hishis-

knees
his-

kneesknees close to his chest , thethe-

float
the-

floatfloat is behind him when hehe-

lands
he-

landslands . He is still holding on toto-

it
to-

itit with both hands . A few moremore-
times

more-
timestimes he uses the float like aa-

jumping
a-

jumpingjumping rope , passing it comcom-com-
pletely

com-
pletely

¬-

pletely around his body beforebefore-
coming

before-
comingcoming down on the skin . TheThe-

cheering
The-

cheeringcheering is loud and unrestrainunrestrain-unrestrain-
ed

¬-

ed . When he is finished , the skinskin-

is
skin-

isis taken down and spread in

front of the singers .

It is time to eat.. The womenwomen-
have

women-
havehave brought their best specialspecial-special-
ties

special-
ties

¬-

ties . The whale flukes thatthat-

were
that-

werewere savedsav.edsav. d for this occasionoccasion-
have

occasion-
havehave been sliced , cut to the propro-pro-

per
pro-

per
¬-

per size , placed in tubs and largelarge-

pots
large-

potspots . These are brought to thethe-

5kin
the-

skinskin5kin along with all the otherother-
food

other-
foodfood . One of the elders of thethe-

church
the-

churchchurch stands beforebefoe(, the foodfood-
asks

,

-asksaskslsks-, the blessing . He thanksthanks-
God

thanks-
GodGod for the bountiful supply ofof-

food
of-

foodfood . The families are sittingsitting-
together

sitting-
togethertogether , and as the youngestyoungest-
whalers

youngest-
whalerswhalers come around carryingcarrying-
the

carrying-
thethe pots of flukes , oneone of themthem-
asks

them-
asksasks the mother how many inin-

her
in-

herher family . She tells them thethe-

number
the-

numbernumber , she also counts thethe-

baby
the-

babybaby asleep inside her parka .

The young men reach in the pot ,

put the right numbers of piecespieces-
inin10 the pan in front of thethe-

mother
the-

mothermother.. After the people havehave-

eaten
have-

eateneaten , there is a break . This isIS-

to
is-

toto allow the families to take thethe-

left
the-

leftleft over food to their homes .

If the family is large , and therethere-
was

there-
waswas more than one whalewhale-
caught

whale-
caughtcaught , there is quite a lot toto-

take
to-

taketake homehome-
When

home-
When

home-
WhenWhen the villagersvIHagers assembleassemble-

again
assemble-

againagain , it is time for the dance .

The best singerssmgers now sit in frontfronfront-
of

tt-

ofof the center umiak . WomenWomen-
with

Women-
withwith good voices seat themselvesthemselves-
behind

themselves-
behindbehind the men . They sit onon-

low
on-

lowlow sleds . The walrus skinskm hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen cleared and swept.. SomeSome-
of

Some-
ofof the people have composedcomposed-
songs

composed-
songssongs for this day . Many ofof-

these
of-

thesethese will be memorized , sungsung-

today
sung-

todaytoday and at other celebrations .

At first , the singing and thethe-

drums
the-

drumsdrums are low , as the singerssingers-
learn

singers-
learnlearn the new songs . Then ,

there is a change in the singing .

It is the song of the whalingwhalmgwhalmg-
captain

whaling-
captaincaptain , the one who caught thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst whale that spring . He goesggoesgoes-

to
eses-

toto the skin , followed by hishis-

wife
his-

wifewife and his whaling crew EachEach-

song
Each-

songsong is sung twice , the firsffrfirstfirst-

time
r > tt-

tImetime slowly withwithsoftsoft drums ,,

there is a slight pause ,. BOOM ,

the singers straighten theirthenthen-
drums

their-

drumsdrums , the beat is steady , insisInSlS-InSlSinsis-InSlS-

ten
insis-

tent
¬-

tentten t.. The women'swomens' high voicesvOIces-

Join
voices-

loinjoinloin in the song . The captaincaptalOcaptalO-
and

captain-
andand his crew are whooping asas-

they
as-

theythey dance . The woman dances

in one spot , eyes toward thethe-
ground

the-
groundground , as is proper . The menmen-
dance

men-
dancedance vigorously and joyously ,

they dance around the woman ,

they stamp one foot in perfectperfect-
time

perfect-
timetime with thetbe drums . WhenWhen-
this

When-
thisthis first group is finishedfinihed$ , theythey-
are

they-
areare replaced by the secondsecond-
whaling

second-
whalingwhaling captain , his wife andand-
crewcrewrew . A different song is sungsung-
for

sung-
forfor each group . After the sucsuc-suc-

cessful
suc-

cessful
¬-

cessfulcessfulwhalerswhalers have danceddanc d ,

general dancing followsfoHows . As itit-

was
it-

waswas in the skin toss , there areare-

good
are-

goodgood dancers , and there areare-

those
are-

thosethose who need moremote practice .

There are special dances , likelike-

two
like-

twotwo or three women dance toto-toto-
gether

to-
gether

-¬

gether , each one making thethe-

same
the-

samesame motions as her partners .

There are children'schildrens' dances .

There are dances where the songsong-

leader
song-

leaderleader will call out two or threethree-
words

three-
wordswords of the song , to be rere-rere-

peated
re-

peated
¬-

peated in10 ,. song by the singerssmgers ,

all through the dance .

A man walks to the skin ,

announces he will attempt toto-

dance
to-

dancedance likehke someone else , oneone-

who
one-

whowho has executed a perfectperfect-
dance

perfect-
dancedance earlier He asked for thethe-

same
the-

samesame song to be used At thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst slow part of the song , hehe-

slowly
he-

slowlyslowly and dramatically puts onon-

Ius
on-

hishisIus gloves ,. while lightly stampstamp-stamp-
Ing

stamp-
ing

¬-

ing firstfrstf rst one foot , then thethe-

other
the-

otherother.. Helie does not look at thethe-

man
the-

manman he willwIllImItateimitate , instead hehe-

IS

he-

isis lookinglookmg at the sky ,. as if he isI-
Strymg

is-

tryingtryingtrymg to remember how thethe-

dance
the-

dancedance was made Boom Helie isI-
Sdoing

is-

doingdoing the same dance ,. but in10 aa-

comical
a-

comicalcomical way . It is hilarioushIlarious-
The

hilarious-
TheThe people beginbegm to laugh , it isIS-

so
is-

soso unexpected ,. some of themthem-
glance

them-
glanceglance at the man beingbemg imitatImitat-Imitat-
ed

imitat-
ed

¬-

ed , they can see helie is laughinglaughmglaughmg-
harder

laughing-
harderharder than anyone elseelse-

Late
else-

Late
else-

LateLate in the eveningeven mg ,. the dancedanceI-

Sis over ,. thetbe people start forfor-

then
for-

theirtheirthen homes For several days ,.

even weeks ,. theyIhey will discussdIscuss-

the
discuss-

thethe celebration ,. as they recallrecall-

how
recall-

howhow aJ certain person danced ,.

or how another wasWJ tossedtossedononon-

the
on-

thethe skinskm
skinThisskmThIs

This is the NalukatakNaJukatJ" ,. asJSis itIIII-

has
it-

hashas been celebrated for many ,

many yearsyears-

Copyright

years-
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