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TAKINGT AKI NG A BREAK - LargeLal'geLalge' herds of cariboucaribou-
are

caribou-
areare often seen on the move , biibl1bt'tbtt' this herd ,

spotted approximately 50 miles east of SettlesBettlesBetties ,

settled down to enjoy a feast of lichen The

large herd , which coveredcoverednostcoveredHost-nostnost-HostHost--- of one mountainmountain-
and

mountain-
andand two neighboring ridges , was hardly disdlsdldls-

turbedturbed by the sound of a passing airplane- Tundra Times staff photo

By Thomas RichardsRlchard ,. JrJr-

Managmg
Jr-

ManagingManagingManagmg EditorEditor-

In

Editor-

InIn this age of jet commutercommuter-
service

commuter-
serviceservice among Alaskan commucommu-commu-
mtles

commu-
nities

¬-

nitiesmtles , 1IIoftenoften findtndtfindmyselfndndmyselmyselfmyselmyselfatfatfatt-
wenty

atat-

twentytwenty thousand feet staringstanng atat-

small
at-

smallsmall foil bags of cocktailcock taJI peapea-pepea-

nuts
a-aa-

nuts
¬-

nuts , squintingsqullltmg my eyes to catchcatch-
aa glimpse of the earth below ,.

and remembering how much funfun-

It

fun-

itit used to be to fly inIII Alaska .

TalcingTaking A Slow Plane foto Analcfuv/lcAnalcfuvlcAnaktuvik/
AnymoreAnimore) these days , flyingflYlllgflYlllg-

seems
flying-

seemsseems to bebeaboutabout asa much tunfuntun-

as

fun-

asas ridingndmg a New York subwaysubway-
I1I was entertainingenterta1l111lg thistl1l5

thought ononJewNew\JewJew\ Year'sYearsYear\YearYeareve'\ eve asas-

I

as-

was
as-

I

as-

wasI was talkingtalklllgtalklllgwithtalkingwithwith Johnny AnAn-AnAn-

derson
An-

derson
¬-

derson ,. the Fairbanksalfbanks. busmess-busmessbuslness-buslnessbusiness-businessbuslness-

Continued

business-

Continued

-

( Continued on Page 6)6)



Taking A SlowSloYl Plane . . .
( Continued from page 1)11-

)man

1-

)man

)

man who owns and-
t

andandoper.ltesandoperatesoperatesoper.ltesoperltesoper.ltes-
Johnny's

operates-
Johnny's

.
'Johnny'sJohnnys' Express .

Johnny recently bought aa-

new
a-

newnew Champion Citabria , a two-twotwo-

seater
two-

seater
two-

seater
-

seater with dual controls , powpow-pow-

ered
pow-

ered
¬-

ered by a Lycoming 150ISO horsehorse-

engine
horse-

engineengine . He invited me to joinjoin-

him
join-

himhim on a flight sometime .
II-

suggested

I-

suggestedsuggested we go out on the folfol-folfol-

lowing
¬.-

lowing Wednesday .

Johnny filed a flight plan forfor-

Bettles
for-

BettiesBettlesBetties and Anaktuvik Pass , andand-

we
and-

wewe set out for the fieldfieldearlyearly onon-

Wednesday
on-

WednesdayWednesday morning . He warmwarm-warm-

ed
warm-

ed
¬-

ed the engine , kicked the skisskis-

loose
skis-

looseloose of the ground , and wewe-

lfted
we-

liftedliftedlfted! offoffininIII the dark in lessless-

runway
less-

runwayrunway than one can find inIII thethe-

average
the-

averageaverage backyard .

Dawn broke as we crossedcrossed-
the

crossed-
thethe Yukon and we got a goodgood-

view
good-

viewview of the ice bridge the oil01101-

1companies

oil-

companiescompanies are buildingbudding for thethe-

winter
the-

winterwinter roadroadnearnear Stevens VillageVillage-

The
Village-

The
Village-

TheThe view is much betterbetter-
when

better-
whenwhen one can figure his altitudeallitudeallitude-
in

altitude-
inin hundreds of feet , rather thanthan-

thousands
than-

thousandsthousands , and when your airair-airair-

plane

¬.-

plane churns away at a pleaspleas-pleas-
ant

pleas-

ant
-¬-

ant 110 miles an hour .

We didn'tdidnt' have any cocktailcocktail-
peanuts

cocktail-
peanutspeanuts , bufburbut Johnny'sJohnnys'' wife ,

Olive , had packed coffee , cookcook-cook-

ies
cook-

ies

¬-

ies and sandwiches , which werewere-

aa whole lot more filling,.
.''Other than speed , 'thethethe onlyonly-

disadvantage
only-

disadvantagedisadvantage to this methodmethodofofof-

transportation
of-

transportationtransportation is that ChampionChampion-
does

Champion-
doesdoes not build toilets in theirtheir-

Citabrias
their-

CitabriasCitabrias .

But after a brief stop at Bet-Bet-

ties , we wereWl'reWlre' readyre.ldyreldy. to ContinueontmueLOntinueLOntinue-

our
ontmue-

ourour trip
CrawlingCrawlll1g
tripCrawlingtripCrawlll1g

at.ItIt. a comfortablecomfortahlecomfortahle-
speed

comfortable-
speedspeed up the John River , pastpapast-

Gunsight

11-

GunslghtGunsightGunslght MountainMountalO and CreviceCrevice-

CreeI
Crevice-

CreekCreekCreeI-CreeICreeIup-. , up toward AnaktuvikAnaklUvlkAnaklUvlkatAnaktuvikatatat-

a

at-

aa height ofofaa couple of hundredhundred-
feet

hundred-
feetfeet , 1I rememberedrememberrememberedwhatddwhatwhat soso-

many

so-

manymany NativeNallve hunters had to saysay-

about
say-

aboutabout airborne trophy huntershunters-
and

hunters-
andand their hired guides duringdurmg thethe-

last

the-

lastlast huntinghuntll1g season .

ItItISis easy to understandunderstandwhywhywhy-

they
why-

theythey are bitterbiller . At that speedpeedspeed-

and
peed-

andandandaltitudealtitude , there isn- 'tis- ntIsn- 'tIs- ntisn- 'tis- nt' muchmuch-

that
much-

thatthat is hidden from view . BigBig-

game
Big-

gamegame is easy to spotSpol , and eveneven-

tracks
even-

trackstracks ofofsmallersmaller animalsaOlmals can bebe-

seen
be-

seenseen .

We had hoped to landlandatatat-

Anak

at-

AnaktuvikAnaktuvikAnak tuvlk , spend an hour inmm-

the
in-

thethe villagevlJlage , andandreturnreturn to10 FairFair-Fair-

banks
¬.-

banks during daylight .. But as wewe-

got
we-

gotgot to the village , the weatherweather-
started

weather-
startedstarted to close inIll .

A pilot at BettlesBeltles warnedwarnedususus-

agamst
us-

againstagainstagamst landinglandmg on the runwayrunway-

atat Anaktuvik with skisklS , so wewe-

made

we-

mademade a couple of passes overover-

the
over-

thethe village , catchingcatchlllg the attenallen-allenatten-allen-
tion

atten-
tion

¬-

tion of two men on snow mama-ma-

chines
ma-

chines
¬-

chines , and landed on the lake .

1I began to wonder what thethe-

field
the-

fieldfield must be like as we touchedtouched-
down

touched-
downdown on the ice , bouncingbouncmg overover-

caked
over-

cakedcaked snow patches and nearlynearly-

scraping
nearly-

scrapingscraping a wingWlllg , eventually slidslid-slid-

ing
slid-

ing
¬-

ing to a halt .

As soon as the airplane stopstop-stop-
ped

stop-

ped
-¬-

ped , fog began rolling in , obscurobscur-obscur-
ing

obscur-
ing

¬-

ing the north endendofof the pass .,

After fivelive minutes ground time .,

we took1(0)10tookoff( )., off againJgJlI1 , andJlldarid Hewnewflew ovetoverover-

two
over-

twotwo snownow machinesmJd\lncsmJdlncs\ and livefivelive-

mome
five-

moosemoosemome beforebclore landinglandmglandmgJtlandingatatJt BettlesBetlllKettlesKettles-

to
'

to refuelreluel and.lndlnd. havehdve lunchlunch-

Half
lunch-

IIdlt
lunch-

HallHalfIIdltHall an hour alterafterJI ter leavingleJvmgleJvmg-

BellIes
leaving-

BettiesBettlesBellIesBetties for FairbanksfalrbJnks , we ranran-

across
ran-

acrossacross a herdherdofof thousandstliou ands ot01of01-

caribou

of-

cariboucaribou , which coveredcoveredmostmost of010-

1Caribou

of-

CaribouCaribou MountainM unt.llIluntllIl. and twotwo-

neighboring
two-

neighboringneighboring ridges . FeedingFeedmg mustmust-

have
must-

havehave been good , because theythey-

hardly
they-

hardlyhardlyhardlystirredstirredtlrred while we mademJdemJde-

several
made-

severalseveral passespas.espasespasses-
I

pas.es-
I

passes-

couldn't
:.

I couldn'tcouldnt' seeee any place toto-

land
to-

landland , buthut Johnny pointed to aa-

snow
a-

snowsnow patch the si/esieSitesize/ of01 a tennistenmstenms-

court
tennis-

courtcourt andaridaridsaidsaidald he thought heliehe-

could
lie-

couldcould landI.lndIlnd. there . We talkedt.llkedtllkedt.llkedIttalkedit. itIt-

over
it-

overover , but as JohnnyJohnnywaswas havinghavll1ghavll1g-

trouble
having-

troubletrouble with hisIlls landingIJndlllg lightlight-

and
light-

andand darkness wasW.lSWlS. a shorthort timetime-

flff
time-

offoffflff , we decided to return toto-

Fmrbanb
to-

FairbanksFairbanksFmrbanb .

Turning away from the herd ,

I triedtned to thinkthlOk of all that wonwon-won-

derful
¬.-

derful caribouC.lnbouClnbou. stew we werewere-

leaving
were-

leavingleaving behindbehlOd , but comfortedcomforted-
myself

comforted-
myselfmyselfmyselfwllhmyselfwithwithwllh thoughts of longerlonger-

tllghts
longer-

flightsflightstllghts on longer days .

We landedlandedInin Fairbanks in10 thethe-

last
the-

lastlast light of day . After drainingdrammgdrammg-
the

draining-
thethe oil011 and replacing wing andand-

nose
and-

nosenose coverscm.erscmers. , I began to wonderwonder-
what

wonder-
whatwhat it would take to force thethe-

atrlines
the-

airlinesairlinesatrlines to resurrect the NorseNorse-Norse-

man
Norse-

man
¬-

man . Impossible perhaps , but atat-

least
at-

leastleast they could get ridridofof thosethose-

darn
those-

darndarn tiny bagsbagsofofofcocktailcocktail peapea-pea-

nuts

¬.-

nuts .,

In some airplanes , and witliwithwith-

some
with-

somesome people , it is still fun toto-

fly
to-

flyfly in Alaska .


