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ByBy MIKE GRAVELGRAVEL-
U.S

GRAVEL-
U.S

GRAVEL-
U.SU.SUS. . Senator , AlaskaAlaska-

Now
Alaska-

Now
Alaska-

NowNow that the Alaska NativeNatIve-

ClaIms
Native-

ClaimsClaims Settlement Act has bebe-bebe-

come
be-

come
¬-

come a realityredlIty , with the firstfirst-

check
first-

checkcheck havinghavll1g been delivered andand-

the
and-

thethe various regions havinghavmg beenbeen-

certtt
been-

certifiedcertifiedcerttt ed , it'sits'' time to take aa-

closer
a-

closercloser look at just what is in111-111in-in11-

1volved
in-

volved
¬-

volvedvolvedinin111 the law Passed by ConCanCon-Con-

gress
¬.-

gress just over two years ago ,

the Act provides both landIdnd andand-

money
and-

moneymoney for Alaska Natives . First ,

I'dId'' like to describe the systemsystem-
of

system-
ofof corporations which have beenbeen-

set
been-

setset up*' loto handle the $962962$ 55-

milhon

5-

millionmillionmilhon Alaska NativeNallve Fund-FundFund-
plus

Fund-
plus

Fund-
plus

-
plus S6$66$ millionmllhon in interest-andinterestandteresI-andteresIininterestandt-
he

teresIandt-
he

-
the land that is to go to Alaska'sAlaskas'
80,00080000, NativesNallves .

The Regional CorporationsCorporations-
TheThe Alaska Native Fund , asas-

the
as-

thethe lands , will be turnedturnedoverover toto-

the
to-

thethe 12 Alaska NativeNa live RegionalRegIOna-

lCorporations
Regional-

CorporationsCorporations . Every Native is aa-

member
a-

membermember is one of those 12 ReRe-ReRe-

gIOnal

Re-

gional
¬-

gional Corporations-aCorporationsaCorpora 1I0ns-a1I0nsa- "stock-"stockstock"stoc-
kholderand

"stock-
holder

"stoc-
kholderand

" -

holder-andholderandholder " -- and thus has a say inin-

all

in-

allall matters , including how the
$962962$96259625$ 5 millionmilhon is to be spent..

StockholdersStockhulJers might decide ,. forfor-

1I1stance

for-

instanceinstance1I1stance , to investmvest theirthen shares ,
to establish new housinghousmg andand-

educatIOnal
and-

educationaleducational programs , or to creerecre-cre-

ate
¬.-

ate new businessbusllless enterprisesenterpnses , forfor-

example
for-

exampleexample .

In additionaddillon , the Regional CorCor-Cor-

poratIOns
Cor-

porations

¬-

porations will have a major saySdYSdY-

m
say-

ininm the selection of lands winchwlllchwhichwlllch-

are
which-

areare to be turnedturnedoverover to therrtthemtherrt-

These
them-

These
them-

TheseThese Corporations coincidecOlllcldecOlllclde-

roughly
coincide-

roughlyroughlyroughlywithwith 12 Alaskan geogeo-geo-

graphic
geo-

graphic
¬-

graphic regions , each composedcomposed-
ofof' Natives sharingsharll1g common in111-111in-in11-

1terests
in-

terests
¬-

terests A regional CorporationCorporatIOnI-

Sis run by anail elected ExecutiveExecutIve-
Board

Executive-
BoardBoardBoardofof DirectorsDlrectorDirectors-

Village
Directors-

VillageVillageVilldge CorporationsCorporatlomCorporations-
Within

Corporatlom-
Wlthm

Corporations-
WithinWithinWlthm the 12 Regions areare-

more
are-

moremore thantlldll 200 NativeNdtlve villagesvilldevillages-
When

!, ,
When a village orgam/esorgamesorgal1l/esorgal1lorganizes/ itselfItelfItelf-
mtD

itself-

into

,
intomtD a.II. businessbuslI\esbuslIes\ entitycnlltventity , it thenthellthell-

hetlJme
then-

becomes
'-

dLldltlundl
d-

Lldltlundl
'-

dLldltlundlIm
'

becomeshetlJme: eligible torlorfor additionaladditional-
landlandIm, benefitsbcncl h Manyfdl1V AlaskanAII\\.111AII.111AII.111111,\\. vilvll-vllvil-vilvll-

1lge

vil-

lages
¬-

lages1lge, havehdVC takend"elldell! " ihcthetile neixssannCLCJTTICLessarsnCLCTICLessar-
ssteps

\JT\JT\ J-
Tter

\
steps., ter " , anddno mostmo 1 individualslJILllYIduJblJILllYIduJbJTljreJTlareare-
members

'villdgc1villagesImembersmember\membermember01\ ot01of oneolle ol01of the villagesvilldgc\villdgcvilldgc-
dcli

villages-
ach

\
I1 achdcli village selectsselech oneolle uli/cnulicncitizenLilLilellcitizen-

to
/ellell/ ell-

toto representrepre\entrepreent\ it in111 the meetingsmeetlt1gmeetings-
ofol01of the RegionalReglondl Corporation toto-

whIch
to-

whichwhichwhIchItit belongsbelongs-

The
belongs-

The
belongs-

TheThe amount of landlandeacheacheachviieachvilvilvii-viivil-vilvii-

Idge
vil-

lage
¬-

lageIdge receives is15 determineddetermmed by itsIts-

population
its-

populationpopulation , but the Village CorCor-Cor-

porations
Cor-

porations
¬-

porations will decide in manymany-

cases
many-

casescases , exactlyexactlywhlcexactlywhichwhichwhlc lands are toto-

be
to-

bebe turnedturnedoverover to them GenerGener-Gener-

ally
Gener-

ally
¬-

ally , these lands can be selectedselected-
from

selected-
fromfrom adjacent townships .

It'sIts' crucialcr.uClaltocruClalto. to remember thatthat-

these
that-

thesethese are lands where Alaska NaNa-Na-

tives
Na-

tives
¬-

tives have lived for generations .

Next week , I intend to continuecontinue-
this

continue-
thisthis column with a discussiondiscussion-
ofof just how these lands are to bebe-

returned
be-

returnedreturned to their original owners .


