Villagers to greet mushers

When  this  year's Idnarod
mushers reach the historic gold
rush city of lditarod they will be
greeted by thirteen village high
school students eager to take
care of their dogs

The students - Beverly Petru-
sha. Shurley Petrusha, Neil Petru-
sha, Daniel Esai, David Nikolar
and Luke Dennis from Nikolai,
Ben Peters. Ronnie  Turner.
George kdwards, and Franklin
Richards from Holy Cross, Mike
Miller and Mann Wortman from
Takotna and Richard Hart, Jr.,
from McGrath will head out to
Iditarod this weekend to partici-
pate in a week survival
school which includes the esta-
blishment of a race check point

wo

Since Iditarod 15 now a ghost
town with decaying buildings
beyond repair the students plan
to set up a warm tent check
point where the mushers can
relax with a cup of cotfee. cook
their meals over open fires and

tend their dogs
will also have a snowmobile
which will used to transport
dogs and -matenals to Flat o
that they can be flown to
McGrath

The students

The purpose of the survival
school is however, 1t teach
students how to survive during
the winter without the use of

modern conveniences such as
snowmobiles.
Idntarod School District Sur-

vival School Coordinator Laune
Bernard of McGrath savs the
students will work with Sur-
wival team leader Nick Dennis
and  Survival Expert  Robert
Payne. the Principal ot Nikolar
School  to select a
checkpont and set up

suitable
camp
before the mushers arnive

The mushers scheduled
to start Idntarod.
which 15 located approximately
%S miles  tr Ophir and

are
arnving  in

approximately 45 miles trom
Don’s Cabin, the nearest check
point, sc time on March 14th
From there on students
wil be busy mushers
tend their dogs

the
heiping

Somehow  though
need to find um
to trap rabbits and wild g
for therr meals and to use
traditional survival equipment

they  ais

learn how

The ldntarod ool District
has conducted a Survival Schoo!
dunng the Iditarod race scason
tor the past three years

Each vear the students sele
a ditterent check point to ma
tain Last year. the students
manned a checkpoint 4t Rough
Ridge

“The

students really en

the survival school because tt

get to learn how to survive w
i theirr own and P
the Iditarc mushersy  at
same time.” Bernard said

culture




