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Oscar Kawagley at the Inuit conference in Greenland ,.

IInuitsnuits protestprotesteconomiceconomeconomicic indifference
-

By PETER JULLJULL-

Economic

JULL-

EconomicEconomic development IS-

the
isis-

thethe first priorityprionty of thethe-
Inuit

the-
InuitInuit people , executives ofof-

the
of-

thethe Inuit Circumpolar Con-
ference

Con-
ference

ConCon-¬-
ferencemeetinginagreed at a meeting
in Ottawa , Canada .

""DespiteDespite clear priorities ,

we governments continue toto-

act
to-

actact without adequate regardregard-
toto our economic interests , "
said President Hans KosingKosmgKosmg-
of

Kosmg-
ofof Greenland . ""NotNot onlyonly-
must

only-
mustmust we make clear toto-

governments
to-

governmentsgovernments that it is unun-

acceptable
un-

acceptable
un-un¬-

acceptable to operate in thethe-
north

the-
northnorth without regard to thethe-
overwhebning

the-
overwhelmingoverwhelmingoverwhebning populationpopulation-
majority

population-
majoritymajority inm those areas , butbut-
we

but-
wewe must better organizeorganize-
Ourselves

organize-
ourselvesourselves and our workingworking-
groups

working-
groupsgroups to ensure that we areare-

able
are-

ableable to overcome the disdis-

advantages
dis-

advantages
dis-dis¬-

advantages of distances ,

transportation costs andand-
poor

and-
poorpoor communications inin-

dealing
in-

dealingdealing with governments . "
Oscar Kawagley and JimJim-

Stotts
Jim-

StottsStotts represented Alaska atat-

the
at-

thethe conference .

Two key problems dIs-

cussed
disdis-

cussed
dIs-dIs¬-

cussed were the recentrecent-
Canadian

recent-
CanadianCanadian government deci-
sion

deci-
sion

decideci-¬-
sion to award the fJIS-
tCanadaGreenland

firstfJIStfirst-
CanadaGreenlandCanada-GreenlandCanadaGreenland-- airalf routeroute-
to

route-
toto Bradley Air ServicesServices-
rather

Services-
ratherrather than to an Inuit-InuitInuit-con-InuitconInuiton--<:on-on-

troQedtroDedtrolled enterprise , and thethe-
steady

the-
steadysteady progress of thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic Pilot Project for ship-
ment

ship-
ment

shipship-¬-
ment of liquifiedliqwfiedliquefied naturalnatural-
gas

natural-
gasgas from the high arctic ofof-
Canada

of-
CanadaCanada through the sensi-
tive

sensi-
tive

sensisensi-¬-
tive fishing grounds ofof-
Greenland

of-
GreenlandGreenland .

In the case of the airauair-
route

au-

routeroute , Canadian Inuit repre-
sentatives

repre-
sentatives

reprerepre-¬-

sentatives were taken byby-

surprise
by-

surprisesurprise when the air routeroute-
was

route-
waswas awarded . The confer-
ence

confer-
ence

conferconfer-¬-
ence executive agreed that aa-

full
a-

fullfull investigation of thisthis-
situatIon

this-
situationsituation should be under-
taken

under-
taken

underunder-¬-

taken , both inm GreenlandGreenland-
and

Greenland-
andand inm Canada , to find outout-
what

out-
whatwhat happened and toto-

attempt
to-

attemptattempt to have the deci-
sion

deci-
sion

decideci-¬-
sion annulled .

In the case of the ArcticArctic-
Pilot

Arctic-
PilotPilot Project , the GreenlandGreenland-
people

Greenland-
peoplepeople have been dISturbed-
by

disturbeddisturbed-
byby the lack of informationmformatloninformation-
provided

mformatlon-
providedprovided to the public onon-

what
on-

whatwhat is plannedplanned-

The

planned-

l

planned-

llielllieThee main concern is thatthat-
success

that-
successsuccess of the pilot phasephase-
would

phase-
wouldwould lead the way open toto-

ever
to-

everever more shipping inm arcticarctic-
waters

arctic-
waterswaters .

The three member coun-
tnes

coun-
tries

councoun-¬-
triestnes , Greenland , CanadaCanada-
and

Canada-
andand the United States , areare-

now
are-

nownow lookinglookmg at possiblepossible-
Joint

possible-
jointjoint ventures inm whichwluch theythey-
would

they-
wouldwould share theirtheu expertise

and resourcesrerources inm ordorderordrr toto-

proVIde

to-

provideprovide opportunities forfor-

Inuit
for-

inUItInuit which governmentsgovernments-
and

governments-
andand non-lnuitnonlnuitnon-InuItInuIt- companIes-

too
companiescompanies-

tootoo often seem to overlook .

In particular , the pOSSIbility-

of
possibility

of GreenlandGreenlandwithdrawalWIthdrawal-
from

withdrawalwithdrawal-
fromfrom the European EconoEcono-Econo-
mIc

Econo-
mic

-¬

mic CommunityCommumty ( EECEEC))

followingfollowmg a referendum inmin-

a

m-

aa year'syears' timetune would drasticdrastlc-drastlcdrastic-¬-

ally alter arctic economiceconomic-
relatIOnships

economic-
relationshipsrelationshipsrelationshipsThe

The Alaskan Inuitmutt havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen consideringconsldenng Jomt-
ventures

jointJomtjoint-
venturesventures with GreenlandGreenland-
and

Greenland-
andand Canadian Inuit throughthrough-
their

through-
theirtheir economic develop-
ment

developdevelop-develop-
ment

-¬-

ment corporationscorporatJons estabiJsh-
ed

establish-
ed

establishestabiJsh-estabiJshestablish-¬-

ed under the land claimsclaims-
settlements

claims-
settlementssettlements of 1971 TheThe-
ICC

The-
ICCICC agreed to study thethe-

pOSSIbilities
the-

possibilitiespossibilities further


