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BOOK REVIEWRMEw :

Archives reveal insights into Orthodox Church in Alaska
Byy BubBarbaraBarbarasSS.. SmithSmlthSmith-

Maps
Smith-

Maps
Smlth-

IllustrationsM-

hg
MapsRussianstyleletterinfn4ty1eletterin., fflustritioniiIlUJtntionsIllustrations . and RuRussian-styleRussianstylen4ty1e--

letterinletterinf. by AyseAyAyae GilbertGOben .
25 black and white photos., historicalhistorical-
and

historical-
and

historical-
andand :contemporary .
AlaskaAIaI Historical Commission , larae-
format

largelaraelarge-

format
large-

formatformat paperback , $$1212SI1512 .., 171 pages .

Available at B . Dalton , the Book .Cachesc.chescches ,
Anchorage Historical andaDd Fine ArtArtsArts-

Museum
Arts-

Museum
,

Museum , St . Innocent'sInnocentsInnocent'. Orthodox ChurchChurch-

Anchorage
Church-

Anchorage
Church-

Anchorage(Anchorage )),, and by mail bomfrom AlaskaAlaska-

Historical
Alaska-

Historical
Alaska-

HistoricalHistorical ResourcesReOurcea! , P.OPO. . Box 6913 ,

Anchorage , Ak 9950299S02 ; add $$11SI postage..

By Ann ChandonnetChandonnet-

During

Chandonnet-

DuringDuring the early 1970's1970s' ,, officialsoff1cials ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska DDoceseocese of the OrthodoxOrthodox-
Church

Orthodox-
ChurchChurch in AmencaAmerica dISCovered severalseveral-

cache
several-

cachescachecaches.> of old documents ., rare books ,

and penodlC31speriodicals min the basements andand-

alliCS

and-

atticsalliCSattics of seven churches And min mid-mid-

-
1974 , Barbara Smith began to sortIOrt outout-
the

out-
thethe messmesa , under a giantgmltgrant from the WesternWestern-
Interstate

Western-
InterstateInterstate Commission on Higher Educa-
tion

EducaEduca-¬.-
tion . Her Preliminary Survey was pub ¬.
lishedfished in late 1974 , and in 1976 she beganbegan-
micofilming

began-
mlcof1lmlngmicofumingmlcof1lmlngmicofilming the parishpuish records,,, producingproducing-
Ii11I rolls of exposed film .

Soon it became apparent that a new-
edition

new-
edition

new
edition of her surveyIl1rVeY was needed ; the 6060-

copies
60-

copiescopies of the _report was rapidly exhaust-

ed
exhaust-

ed
exhaust-exhaust-

ed , and new requests could not be satis-
fied

satIS-satISsatIS-
fied

--

fied . So Smith , an archivist-historianarchivisthistorianarchlvist/ustorianarchlvistustorian-./ ,,
broadened her analysis and archivalarcluval workwork-

into
work-

mtointomto a book , Russian Orthodoxy in-

Alaska
minm-

AlaskaAlaska . The book is not only a rehglOus-
hIStOry

religiousrehglOusreligious-

historyhistory , but also an account of AlaskaAlaska-

and
Alaska-

andand its native culture .. There are nownow-

abou
now-

aboutaboutabout 10,00010000,,, Orthodox min Alaska .

An Episcopalian , Smith teaches RUSSIa-
nhIStory

RussianRussian-

historyhistory part-timeparttime-- at the UniversityUruverslty ofof-

Alaska
of-

Alaska
o-

fii.iAlaskaii.iiii, . , . , AnchorageA i , and._ j gearedtd her bookbook-

toward
book-

towardtoward ughhigh! school teachers , students ,

andd"thdth;:"those
.

inin religious-; - '

historical;rkpfe-
sslons

rkp-rkp;] pro-
fessions

propro-':; ¬-

fessionsfesslons . The book iss beautifully pro-

duced
pro-

duced
propro-¬-

duced , on fine paper , withwnh four allracuve-
mapa

attractiveallracuveattractive-
mapsmapsmapa , illustrations , and RUSSIan5tyl-
elettering

Russian-styleRussianstyleRUSSIan-5tyle5tyle-Russianstyle-
lettering

--
lettering by Anchorage visualVlSU3! artist AAyseAyse-

GilbertGilbertGObert . The price makes it accessible toto-

the
to-

thethe many Alaskans interested min theirtheUtheir-

own 'own history , as wellwenwenaswellasas to small" 'locallocal-

hbranes
local-

libraries

'

hbraneslibraries .

In the past years , unless one knewknew-

Russ13n

knew-

RussianRuss13nRussian andlorand/orandor/ could gelget to the LibraryLibrary-

of
Library-

ofof Congress ., or libraneslibraries min Juneau ., FaU-FaUFair-Fair' -

.'' banksbards , the bulk of records of the Ortho-

dox
Ortho-

dox
OrthoOrtho-¬-

dox Church min Alaska were inaccessibleinaccessible-

FurthermoreFurthermore , the selling of Alaska inm
1867 and the fact that Orthodoxy waswas-

no
was-

nono longer the official RussianRUSSI3l! religionrehgxmrehgxm-

after
religion-

afterafter 1917 both caused nftsrifts and dISpersaldISpersa-
lofof records .

The finalfmal 50 pages of RussianRUSS13n Ortho-

a

Ortho-

doxy
Ortho-

doxy
Ortho-Ortho-

doxy min Alaska contamcontain valuable appen-

dICes
appen-

dices
appen-appen-

dICes.., a chronology of !significant1glllficanl eventsevents-

affecting
events-

affectmgaffectingaffectmg the Alaskan Orthodox from
1794 to 1980 , a listhst of Orthodox clergyclergy-

from
clergy-

fromfrom selected areas , 1896-192518961925- ., a shortshort-

glossary
short-

glossaryglossary of Orthodox terms , and anan-

annotated
an-

annotatedannotated bibliographybibhography ofofclueflyofchieflychieflycluefly Enghsh-

language
EnglishEnghshEnglish-

languagelanguage Sources for informationmformauon aboul-

Alaskan
aboutaboulabout-

AlaskanAlaskan OrthodoxyOrthodoxy-

Scholars

Orthodoxy-

ScholarsScholars ., Alaskan Orthodox and ama-

teur
ama-

teur
amaama-¬-

teur historianslustonans will find much ofofinterestof-interestofinterestofinterest-
in

-.-interestinterest.IDlerestIDlerest.IDlerest-

minm this book ,. and inm the sequel SmithSnuth I-

Swntmg

is-

writing
is

writingwntmg .


