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QUESTIONQUESTI N 9 : When the RusRus-Rus-
&ian

Rus-

sians
-¬-

sians&ianian& , first "'"discovereddiscovered'diSoveied'diSdiS"' oveied "' AlaskiAlaskAlaska ,.
had Alaska Natives as yet enen-enen-
countered

en-

countered
-¬-

counteredountered. other whites ?
NotNat

.;.soso. so far as we know . TheThe-
RussiaIi

The-
RussianRussianRussiaIiRussiaIiexplorerexplorer , VirusVitus Bering ,

setting outout from Kamchaktka onon-

the
on-

the'AsiatictheIithe'AsiatictheAsiaticthe Ii'Asiatic coast , '"!discoveringscovering ""'
theAleutianXslandsthe Aleutian Islands in 1741 1741i* waswwas-
'apparently

ss'-
appar'apparentlyapparently'apparntly'apparappar'apparentlyapparently'' ntly' the

'
first . Two yearsyears-

later
years-

laterlater ,. Russian fur hunters conl-conlcom-comconl-

menced
com-

menced
com-

menced
-

menced to1to'swatoswato'awarntoawarn' swarm' ,
into the AleutAleut-AleutAleut-

ian
Aleut-

ian
¬-

ianian IslandsIslands
' wherewlter ' ' they1ey found 'aa''a-

competent

'a
competentomp tent an'dand'

'
peaceful'popula-peaceful'populapeacefulpopulapeceful'popuIapepeaceful'popula-

tion
peaceful'popul-

ationof
ceful'popuIa-ceful'popuIacefulpopuIaceful'popuIa-

tion
'' -

tionoftion ' of from'from,' 20,00020000, totb 30,0003000030,000-
Aleuts

30,000-
Aleuts

,

Aleuts .

By forcing these people ' toto-

hunt
to-

hunthunt seaSea ottersotterundand fur sealssealS,', inin1iin'ainain1i-

ruthless
in'a-

ruthless
'aa'

ruthless ,. , .",.enslavingenslavingnslaving., 1\1\1drive, , ,
drive forfor-

wealth
for-

wealthwealth ; theytheyreducedreduced "theAletheAle"

thetheAleutstheAleuts-
to

,:Aleuts: tsts-

f

ts-

tof to about'aboutabout'2,500about2500' .' 2,5002500, within aa'a: century ,

f , ofotorzso-NorzsoN|; soilns<;>JtUn$;.- '
, In the1the;:;! facefafaceof

' '

"ofof-of"- gunboatsitf.1boatitf1boatgunboats-
arid !'.' i

"andand"' arid
.

;.'' soldierss er
-

,)f, 1te!the
- )'AleutsAleutsI _ .

!:
, could
. .

!- .;

.

hardlyhanDy keepkekeepoff; off thetnvadersththe invaders'invaders' , butbubut-
theythey putpu up a goodgQod fight..

WhitestWhite "'
, explorers from .the1the1.,the ',

easteoieasterneasterji Unitedtnited} States ,did notnot-
reachreachreachnotreach!the'the' West Coast untiluntiluntilaboutaboutabout-
forty, forty.fortywhenthey.
.fortyiyearsiyearsyears;years , laterlater.bylaterbylater.bysea,..,,bybyseasea, ,;whenwhen-
theythey found theTlingit,

an'dandan'!d HaidaHaida-
peopl

Haida-
peoplepeoplepeopl occupyingoccupying-theoccupyingthe*-" the PacificPacific-

CoastpoastCoastoast as farfar'asfaras'''- as
a-s' ControllerContf: lJlJrr BayJlY .;'."

The Russians ..occupiedoccupied.
occupied ' SitkaSitka-

in
SitkaS tkatka-

inin 1800 . Captain Cook, mademade-

his
made-

hishis famousfaniusfanifamousventureususventureventure intointinto"CookintoCook'CookCook'" Inln=¬

let ,. inin1778il778\177817781,778\; , >, and variousvarious otherother-

mhit
other-

'whlte!'Lwhite'whltewhltemhit ,"' .travelerstravelers.travtrav. lers: .bb.begangait to penepenpene-penepene-

trate
-¬-

trate deeper into the interior . '.

" "Hudson'sHudsonsHudson's"H is 'ss' BjTyBiy13 Y CompanyCmpanyC mpany menmen-
w

men-
'went'wentwent/ww'/ nt upup-upupthe'- the'the.' Stikine in 1833 ,.
andand , RussiansRussiaRussias.

s reached NuiatoNutatoNulato in
,18391839,183183,

.
'

. ,$ It was nearly a century,
,
afterafter-

tBenng'sltiering's'discoverybeforeltieringsdiscoverybeforeafterltiering's'discoverybeforetBenng'stBenngsBering'sBerings' ,","discoverybeforediscoverybefore'discoveryf.before'discoverydiscovery'
',
"

,
f.beforefbefore,,. thethe-

thethee IndiansI aroundaroundOU (\ thethe mouthO th off

' .. ., "
the Tanana sawsaw- 'theirsaw- their'

their first whites ,.
when LtLtZagoskin. .ZagoskinZagoskin., traveled 'thethe'the-
Yukod

'the-
Yukon

'

YuTcorfinl843YukodYukon in'1843in1843' .:.

. The last of allaU Native peoplepeople-
toto contact the whites directlydiredirectly-

wele
tlytly-

we'UpperTananathe'UpperTananawerewewelee the , Natives 'ofof' thethe'UppertheUpper]: Upper'Upper'

Tanana ; itit:., iss'saidssaid' said,_ thatthat.someofthatsomeofthat.someoft-
hel'old

that .somesome.,
some ;! ofof-

thethethel'oldthelold'oldold"oldold''"
'

peoplepepeople'wliopeoplewliople 'whowho'whosaw' saw theth firstfirst-
whi'tes

first-
whiteswhiteswhi'teswhi'tesas"

as children haveaveave- Idled'dieddiedIdled' only'only'only-
recently

'
only-

recentlyrecently . . . somessomeme maybemaybe'stillmaymay ' beb 'stillstill'still-
living

'still-
living

'

h'vinghvingliving' ..
'.

*j , Y'.11.
11"

!
' \ 1 . "ftft" " * 02

coursehadheardThe02ThethetheNativesNativesNatives , of coursecoucoursehads, .bb., hal:dd-

heard
(

heardheardoftheCfth9ftheofofthef,fthethe whites byby.meabymeaby.meansbymeansjneanS.. s'
Cf9f}f

theth'grapevine"long.beforetheydriver;
, river,, 'grapevinegrapevine'grapevine"long.beforegrapevinelong.beforegrapevinelongbefore' "

'longlong"JongJong'"
,.beforebefore-

theysawtheywereusipgironlvereusingirontheysaw.
! ,. sq\vsqvW\ .themthem., theniand;., ;: and .:; wereusingwereusipglvereusing,. ,

u-onuoniron- axes and other , implements
fromimplementsfrom

;; theth
,
Outside

,
.worldworld., worldtradedrldtrid; '

,, traded
,

4 '

froniftomfrom tfiethe Coastpast of South-easternSoutheastern-- ,.
oror.JorJmorelthan.:, ;

, pfpiofif? BerjngfBBeringStraitrig !.?StraittritiVitiV.r; fdr/morefdrmorefor.rr..r.mo/.mo.mo//.!morele |;

thanathanfirstldir;, aaacenturycentury ;, before :
. they ,. firstjfirstlfirst ;

direcjtlydirdreccpy
. iy

J',
;:
' contactedcontactel

, ! , thethenewcomjthe newcoirn-inewcoirninewcom-jnewcomjnewconi-newconinewcomj-
ers

-',

ers: !/;
" )';' \ ''. f-ffit':%-:' i/tit/ $ i

. " .: \' \.: ,- .,_lI\IjtlIIjt\ 'JfJf',:' , 1. ;Htij;
,'


