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the people of mekoryukMekoryuk on
nunivak island started a new pro-
gram at their school this year
a special education class

there was some extra room
at the school two special edu-
cation teachers were hired and
the people of mekoryukMekoryuk opened
their homes to the students

thus children who would
normally be institutionalized for
special education were able to
live in a foster home in a vil-
lage much like the one they grew
up in

and the shock that a child
often undergoes when placed in
this type of program in a larger
city was eliminated

almost through its first year
the program has been termed a
success by close observers the
school board of mekoryukMekoryuk plans
to continue the program next
year and perhaps expand it to
other villages

the project was begun follow-
ing a two day mental health
symposium in the village early
last fall

the village council the school
board and most of the villages
adults participated as wellwen as re-
presentativespresentatives from the public
health service the state depart-
ment of schools the division of
public welfare and the bureau
of indian affairs


