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Native nmmptin; 1o

trade wildlife for oil 1
Arctic Mational Wildlife !-.w:
issued » blistering ststement, ng

state  officials with releasing
“misleading and solf-serving nnalyses
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e Corporations charge ‘shoddy’ tactics

(Continued from Page One)
regarding the proposed land
e
The Dec, 14 statement was releas-
ed by Akhiok-Kaguyak Inc., Doyon
Ltd., Gana-A"Yoo Lud. , Inc.,
the Native ﬁwpm Old Har-
bar Native corporations are
secking to trade 891,000 acres of their
nrnﬁtt\% in seven Alnska National
Wildlife Refuges to the governmnent
in exchange for certain lmited oll nnd
F,.u rights (similar to those granted by

edernl leases) on 166,278 acres in
ANWR.

Gary Gustafson, chief of land
management for the state Department
of Notural Resources, called the cor-
porations” statement *‘outrageous. "’

*1 challenge them to mmﬁ‘mnﬁn:
what's here,"" he said. The Native cor-
porations” statement comes after re-
cent criticism of the proposed lund
trades made by DNR Commissioner
Judy Brady. Brady has been sharply
critical of the process for some time.

Clustafson stressed, however, that it
is Gov, Steve Cowper who hay serious
Concems.

*“This was i calculuted move by the
overnor himself,”” Gustafson said of
rady’s most recent comments.

The Native mrpnrﬂiuu are charg-

that the state made a *‘monumen-
l.l]‘ mistake®" lnst February that could
cost it substantinl revenues il not rec-
tified soon.

“And pow the Departmemt of
Natural Resources is in n ma-

jor cover-up to divert aiention
from that mistake,"" Native cor-

porations’ statemnent said,

**Instead of waving misleading and
self-serving mnalyses i
prnl:mudu;ind :xihlngl:fl\rn?hjc
creating an atmosphere not concucive
to the opening of ANWR ftsell, the
state should be answering one key
question. It is o guestion every citizen
of Alaska should be asking his/her

overnor and elected represantatives:

hy is the State of Alaska not par-
ticipating in the land exchange
process?”

The corporations’ statement points
out that the State of Alaska was an ac-
tive participant with Native corpora-
tmm in lnnd exchange negotintions for

g months I'lr.!'nrt: the spring of
| E

'[‘Im_v charge that “‘in February,
DNR Commissioner Judy Brady and
her staff convinced the governor that
even with its o Access o pro-
prictary data, DNR did not know

and was thus unable to select desired
oil and gas tracts in ANWR, and the

sate :bmpﬂy pulled out of the ex-

change
'hMﬂﬂwmphﬂ

made their tract idemtifications in
ANWR, snd with no new dailn
availuble, Division of Oil and Gas
Diirector Jim Eason made a startling
about-face.

"*He suddenly a goological
structure map and report and announc-
ed that the tacts identified by the
Native corporations were on the most
progpective structures, '’

The statement asks why the Division
of Onl and Gas did not provide thut in-
formation to the governor in February
before the decision was made 1o
withdraw fram the cu:lu

""The answer appears,
to have been a failure méudgn‘cm b:,'
ﬂu: Division of Oil and Cias in citing

Ainability of anyone to select
dﬂimd tracts, not just the state. . .°
How is it then that the Native corpors-
tions were able to make selections that
the staie now considers so valuable?"’

The corporations charge that DNR
used “‘shoddy and frankly embarrass-

ing tactics’” in 13 stiacks on the
:EIWR land exchange f
“We are shocked appalled by
DNR's deliberate attempts (o
manipulate and mislead the Alaskan
l:lk: The two DNR IS regar-
ding the valuation of A tracts and

the Native refuge inholdings Eyh: l:h:
changed for those tracts what
can only be um% :kl d:ﬁ
ingenuous, misleading W
analysis in an attempt 1o justify DNR's
position and cover up the state’s deci-
sion to withdmw from ihe exchanges.'



