Eddie Hoffman,

70, traditional

hief, dies Dec. 11 in Anchorage

by Steve Pllkiagton
for the Thindvn Thees
Alnskca Native leader Eddie Hofl-
man, traditional chief and one of the
founders of the Association of Village
Councll Presidents, died Dec. 11 .in

Amh?zlp'ﬂ'mvﬂmﬂnqﬂul. He
was 70,
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EPI'JEE HofTman moved 1o Bethel,
where his fumily traces back o (he |ate
1800s. “'My grandfather was the first
white man in Bethel,'" Hoffman wld
the Tuadra Thmes in 1985, *"Tmder
Iﬁhﬂ II!}' called haim. He came in
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¢ Hoffman was one of the founders of LVCP

[Continued from Page One)
encrgy and ability as an Alaska Native
lender, He was mayor of Bethel, presi-
dent of Bethel Native Corp., director
of Calista Corp., and he ran his own
fuel business out of Bethel for more
than 30 years. He also served on the
Bethel gi:l:.- Council for 23 years,

Hoffman was known by members of
AVCP as *“Chief of Everything,”” u
title which came from representing
some 57 villages located on the
Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. Since its
founding, AVCP has become a major
political force serving the Dela

villages.

Hoffman was once described in a
newspaper article ns o man who wis
"'rich in heritage, outspoken but coy,
i man whose | hll’l#ﬂ'lhﬂl‘l:ﬁ::y

He underwent heart SUrgery in
1985. He died as a result of complica-
tions of his recent surgery to reduce
internal bleeding. .

Services for Hoffman were held last
week in Bethel.

He is survived by his wife, Bessie,
of Bethel; his three daughters, Annetie
Geerdts, Sally Charles, both of Bethel,
and Margaret Hoffman of

‘He was very

outspoken,

straightforward, and he didn’t bac
down for anyone.’

Washington; five sons, Edward * Son-

ny*" Jr., Richard, Robert and
G » all of Bethel, and Stanley of
McCGirath; four sisters, Agnes Charles
and Kathryn Lec, both of Aniak, Elsic

—Sue Gamache

Miller of Anchorage, and Lucy Grif-
fin of Oregon; one brother, George Sr
of Aniak; 31 grandchildren and 11
great-grandchildren.




