Liberty should not be taken for granted

by Agafangel *Sonny’ Merculief Jr.
e ihe Tametra Jimrs

In my lew years of exastence, 've
come o iﬂll‘l i great respect for
freedom through my personal ex-
periences with 11, lack of it and hiy-
ing it back again,

Although one may ask how much
respect might be gained in such shon
time, particularly one of more years
than 1, | can only say that my possess-
g @ strong inging helped to a
great extent. Through this ['ve bwlt
a very strong sense of nutionalism on
this solid foundation,

It sickens me that many nowadays
tuke this liberty, comprised of many

liberties, for granted. Many years ago,
nndl quite recently, many men of greal

means of meager have banded together
o serve our great country and defend
its liberty, nﬁ.l.'minm with their very
lives:

Wha is this thmg we call libe
For many it"s the right 1o be on f
to be free to express his or her own
ideas. 1t intrigues me further 1o look
upon the governments of many other
countries, dictatorships as they were
cilled, and reflect on how their peo-
ple were able to go on living under
such (yranny when such a strong ex-
ample of freedom is set for them by
the United States of America.

| spoke of my personal expenences
mnnpu.inin; the I;:rl: of ﬁmm |
spoke through the experiences of my
parents and who were
tuken from their | home to pro-

tect them from the Japanese dur

Second World War, Ironically, l’mu
was done by the government, m.! it
was nol very pleasant for the people.

There can be no one o blame
for said injustice and certainly not the
ideals of our grest country, but it
serves to indicale that even our coun-
iry is not without faalt.

M who were involved have
paralleled their experience with the
Cherokee *“Trail of Tears,'" another
greatl mistake made by men in power,
not by law or decree of our beloved
constitution. Although not permanent,
the true irony lay in the fact that the

W protective relocation was
ly

mvﬂhgemunmhnr:tmﬁrdpﬂm

of cinders where homes once stood,
and yet, they loved their country and

the liberty they possessed.

How, you ask’ The answer lies with
the many years the Aleuls were enslay-
ed, mistreated, killed and dishonored
by the Russian fur traders. To them

the relocation seemed s0 mioute in
comparison (0 what they suffered

, for they were still free and
able 10 rebuild. And, so, they did.
Their story serves as & model of loyal-
ty and love for liberty and freedom:
America's I‘u'.ritlm: — our heritage,
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