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An Eskimo lamptamp

An Eskimo lamplampB-

yBy GRACE SLWOOKOSLWOOKO-
AsAs a child , I use to play by an Eskimo lamp .

The Eskimo lamp in our homes as Eskimos had lots toto-

do
to-

dodo with our livinghving or it meant a lot about them . So it waswas-

aa main furnishing of an EskimoEskuno home . Many a memory 1-
5recalled

is15is-

recalledrecalled in the thought of one to any EskimoEskuno . It is therethere-
by

there-
byby one , many a fancy sewingsewmg was done on skinskm , many aa-

huntIng
a-

huntinghunting garment was done for men to go on the ice huntshunts-
for

hunts-
forfor huge sea mammals , it was ththe only thingthmg to light aa-

home
a-

homehome andandItit was where the kettle was hang down , cookingcooking-
aU

cooking-
allallaU the meals to eat The average number of those lampslamps-
was

lamps-
waswas three for a home , that would keep a home heated alla-

llHappenings

a-

llHappeningsHappenings I NeverNever-

WantWant To ForgetForgett-
hethe timetune , so that the people strippedstnpped off practically allall-

the
all-

thethe fur clothing upon enteringentenng , except for some short-
lIke

short-
like

short-
like

short-short-
like garments.. Cold as our climate may be out peoplepeople-
didn't

people-
didn'tdidn'tdidnt' need clothing on in a room with those lamps . TheThe-
parkas

The-
parkasparkas were taken offoffinin the outer room Then they wouldwould-
crawl

would-
crawlcrawl in into the reindeerremdeer skinskm room where the lamps werewere-
The

were-
TheThe mukluks and other clothingclothmg were taken off the firstfirst-

thInk
first-

thinkthink when comlncomingscoining!( to staystay-

They

stay-

TheyThey walk allalloverover the floor withWIthmukluksmukluks on onlyonly-
when

only-
whenwhen someone die in that homehome-

Then

home-

ThenThen in the inner room when clothingsclothmgs are off only withwith-
aa shorts thingsthmgs on , they can stand up and walk around andand-

even
and-

eveneven do some indoormdoor aamesurnesnames ,. too sometimessometunessometimes-

StSt Lawrence Is kmdkind of EskimoEskuno lamp is an oblong flatflat-

or
flat-

oror a shallow bowl , that looks like this It has a place forfor-

moss
for-

mossmoss we gather inm summer timetune , for a wick or where thethe-

fire
the-

fireTirefire would stay burning andandeveneven The moss was gatheredgathered-
from

gathered-
fromfrom tundra , drieddned and refined for burningburnmg and used simp-
ly

sunp-
Iy

simpsunp-sunpsimp-¬-
lyIy by placingplacmg seaseal] ooil soaked portions along the edge of

one side The places for moss in the lamplampwerewere placed lIke-

two
likelike-

twotwo little walls to keep the moss from driftingdnftmg off looseloose-
O

loose-
OilOOil in the lamp was kept level to keep the fire trimmedtnmmed SI-

It

SiSi-

itit was a very pleasant furnishingfurmshlng for an EskimoEskuno homehome-

AA slightly curved bone .was.asas used as a trimmer and It-

was
itit-

waswas always placedplacedalongalong the side ofofitit Burned moss waswas-

scraped
was-

scrapedscraped offoffasideaside in the lamp bowl every now and then toto-

keep
to-

keepkeep it tnmmedtrimmed When it is not tnmmedtrimmed nice , it won'twontwon't-

give

won't-

give

'

give IIghlightingtlng as it should and it wwilll get smokesmokeysmokey-
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We still findfmd chips of those lamps In1n the old ,viI1age-
swhen

villagesviI1agesvillages-
whenwhen we dig for ivory . People use to go110 to ththetheplacesplacesplaces-
where

places-
wherewhere the clay of the kind is found and bring some home ,
so the women would formfonn oblong and shallow bowls withwith-
two

with-
twotwo hands a take a portion in their hands big as a largel81'1el811elar-

geHappenings

lar-

geHappenings
'!

Happenings I NeverNever-

Want

Never-

WantWant To ForgetForgetb-

allball and pound it with a rock allaU around on a straight sur-

face
sursur--sur-

face
-¬

face as they pound them they would put in fine sand andand-
dog

and-
dogdog hair ,. pounding them over and over turning them overover-
and

over-
andand over until they are allaU smooth clay , then formfonn the obob-

long
ob-

long
ob-ob¬-

long bowl with two thin raised wallswaUs in one . After theythey-
smooth

they-
smoothsmooth them nice , they would carefully put them over thethe-
kindled

the-
kindledkindled fireflI'eflIe' out doors in summer time and keep the firefire-
burning, burning until the clay bbowl'sbowlswl'swls' look turned into the looks ofof-
a

of-
aa stone in some twenty minutes .

After they cool off, they would pick them up and theythey-
are

they-
aretheyhaveare ready for use . Sometimes they brake in fireflI'eflIe' ,. when they
have not been poundedpoundedenoughenough , as to get allaU the big lumpslumps-
crushed

lumps-
crushedcrushed .

They also would make another one for the bottombottom-
bowl

bottom-
bowlbowl.. They would pound on the clay and form a deepdeep-
bowl

deep-
bowlbowl to put under the flat oblong one and did it the samesame-
way

same-
wayway . 'The'The deep bowl had a nicely lowered rim on one sideside-
and

side-
andand flared up a little , so as to catch the burned ooil andand-
moss

and-
mossmoss . So the ooil in this bowl is thick and black , that can bebe-

used
be-

usedused for fallowingtattowing ,. and that was what they used .


