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NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE

Che Hae seal oty iy nnl‘qluulnw:l‘

SO GO e that we lag e veached an impasse o the
n--‘w-nmnnx wehawe alse e sionili ﬁyll imn.nl-; towareds
solCInG sesveridl important assues, !

NS i he Senace s shll oot |l|m> on one basie, bhut
vervamportant ssues o what Alaskans on theiPribilol Tshinds will
Do able o do wich peles aleer they hiiye Ia.al'L
e meat, ‘ )

sted the seals fop

\
Becase this romains aneesolved., | |t'|‘$'t\l|\ called on the
members ol the Senate Forcien Relations Clonmmioee (o with
hold action an the aedaty . 1 rmly believe we can vesolve this
alter the Senare reconvenes in September,

\s proposed by opponents to the reaty, the ULS, Commeree
Depirtment would make the tinal decision ol \\h.n could he dane
swith the pelis, !

L would be develicein my duty 1o Ihl s liskans i T allowed
s issue o venain e question belore passage ol the treaty. We
have worked too hard 1o go forth with o potentially fanlty treaty,

This year: the Novdhy Pacific Fur Seal Commission recoms
mended thatehere beg harvest of 22,000 sub-adult bachelor male
stalss o number based on scientific data. Increasing concern
abioncthe T scal population decling has generated a great deal
ob controversy about the continued haryest: As a result, a pro-
pased compromise 1o the teaty limits the seal harvest for the
nextfour yeary to a subsistenee level, Under this compromise,
the Pribilovians could be denied the opportunity to sell tlu' by-
produces of the harvest, d.e. the pelts,

Phis s where the compromise went too far. Not only is the
harvest level severely cut back, but the Pribilovians could lose
a valuable resource, They are in a critical period during which
they are trying w diversify their economy from one based primar-
ilv on sealing o other sources of revenues such as fishing. Loss
ol the ability to sell the pelts would eliminate an important finan-
aialresourcee to help the vesidents during this transitional period,

The opponenty to the treaty want the pelts to be buried so
that no financial gain can come from the subsistence harvest,
Lsee no logic in this vationale - it would be a waste of an impor- |
tant resource, I they are going to harvest the seals for their meat,
why shouldn't they be able 1o sell the pelis?

Liam willing to agree that there be [ederal oversight to en-
stre that no seals in excess of subsistence needs are taken. Over-
sight or audits would climinate the argument of the opponents
that the ineentdve for killing seals is for the pelt value and not
[0 their meat,

In the meantime, the Pribilovians are being allowed a sub-
sistence haevest under regulations issued by the Department of
Clommerce i s

Buc until I receive assurvances that the Pribilovians will be
allowed wo marker the pels, Tam not prepared 1o allow a vote
on the treaty. Inthe meantime, the treaty is not *dead.”” It just
needs aclitde more work,



