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I '""'M99IM99I1991199i mightnught mean NativesNativeblsltivesblsltives-
could

,
couldould sufferuffersurfer theIhe permanent !loskINless ul-

their
ojuloj-

IhelrtheItheirIhelr land babasee and byy thatthatlthatthe, the-

Natives
thethe-

NatlveJ
l

,

I NativesNatlveJ. CouldCouid<1uld loseloe, the nghflghlright( tllWtdtllfhhfish-

and
fishfhh

, andtheyhavehunthunlbunt for subsistencebubMtenee, IIas' they
have done traditionally/1traditionally1.,/" This-
potent

ThThis. ,
potent messageme\\agemeage\ was outlinedroutlincd by-

Ralph
byby-

RalphofJlawatRalph JohnsonJohn'onJohnon' , professorpfofewr, ofofJlaw..lawlawlaw-

atIofJlawIat the UnlverUniversitylty of WashmteonWashmteon-
i

WashingtonWa\hlngtWahlngt\ <1n1n-
IISeatlleISeattleIin10 SeattleSeatlle

Seattle"ASeatlle"AI ""AA major corporationeorporation in10 thethe-

lower
the-

lowerlower 48 could take ovefrover anyanyoneanyone-
of

one-
of

one
of the NaiiveNative corporationseorplrutlonq) ,. It-

would
ItIt-

wouldwould take great skillsklllsklllndandnd eltcash-
but

cashhh-

butbut could happenhaJlpen The Natives-
would

NativesNatives-
wouldwould then only be left with the-

land
thethe-

landland they live on andandnono tre'patrepatrespass-

ing
trespasstrespass-' , ¬--

ing109 signs could be put up on the-

surrounding
Ihethethe-

urrQundmg,surroundingurrQundmg landsland which would-
put

wouldwould-
putput an end to Subsistenceubslstenee )Juntmg-
and

buntingJuntmghuntinghunting-
andand fIfishinghlnl! and would beb<: a per-

manent
per-

manent
perper-¬-

manent lolosss of their land ba.ebaebasebase-
said

base/base. ,,/,' 4-

said

4*.

.said.aldald JohnsonJohnwn ,,. Such Were the-

discussions
theth-

ed"cuIonsdiscussionsd"cu-Ionsd"cudcuIons" .- at the roundtablcsroundtables InIn-

Anchorage
in-

Anchorage
in-

tt
Anchorage duringdurmg which Johnson-
was

Johnson
was an eXpexpertexpFrt<;rt panelist in March ,,

INovemberNovember ,, and Decemberpecember 1984
1IBergery,' 1withwith JusticeJu&tlceJutlce& Thomas R . Berger-

and
BergcrBerger

y

\ and the AlaskaAlu&kaAluka& Native Review-

Commission
ReviewRevie-

wCommjonCommissionCommjon", .

JusticeJu&tlceJutlce& Berger conducted ap-

proximately
apap-

proximately
ap-ap¬-

proximately 60 hearingshearmgs into the-

bush
thethe-

buhbushbuh, communitiescommumtles of AlaskaAlaka, as-

commissioned
aas.

commissionedcomm.onedcommoned". by ihethe InultInuit Clr-

i
Cir-

cumpolar
ClrClr-ClrCir-Cir-.

cumpolari-iiurn- urnpolar Conference . The Inuit-

Circumpolar
InuitInuit-

Circumpolar
I

Circumpolar Conference ((lCCICC )

representsrepreent, , the Eskimoe.khnoekhno. peoplespeoplc of-

Canada
olotofot-

CanadaCanada ,. Greenland ,, Iceland ,. andand-

Alaka
and-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaka, .. ThTheThos
,

ICC ..eeeesees, the failurefailure-
of

failure-

ofof the AlaskaAlaka, Native ClaimsCI.umCIum. . Set-

tlement
Set-

tlement
SetSet-Set-Set¬-

tlement ActofActidf,,
112971l971971 (ANCSA )

asaq accomphsaccomplishingaecompll'hmgaecompllhmg' ung certaincerlam expectedexpected-
goal

expected-
goalsgoalsgoal& . TheThe-sThesThese-& failuresflllurehfitllures, wouwouldId InIn-

volve
In-In¬-

volvevalve the lossIObb of land ,,. (thehe losslo.slos. of-

subsistence
ofof-

ubitence,subsistenceubitence, , ,,. andaldad, Ihethe .split.plltpllt in-

ownerhlp
in-

ownership
toin

ownershipowner\hlpownerhlp\ ( pre-1971pre1971-- and-

post1971)
andand-

pot197pot-197pot197post-1971)post1971)1971, - I)) .

\ Now ,, sixhlx ,yearsears away4way from
I99199199/199199ANCSA|/ ,, ANCSA has failed in the-

ckpectatlons
thethe-

ekpectatlonekpectatlonckpectatlonsexpectations& of thoseIhoe, who supsupssups-

ported
¬'

pported<1rted it .. ""ThereThere iIs& a great fear-

of
fearfear-

ofof the 10loss, & of subsistencesub.ltencesubltence. , ,, " says-
Johnson

sayssays-
John&onJohnsonJohn&onJohnon& ..

Of Ihethe 22121 2 villagevlllllge corporations-
formed

corporationscorporation ,
formedforntcdinIn 1971 under Ihethe Alaska-
Native

AlaskaAlakaAlaka-
Nauve

,
NativeNauve Claims Settlement Act ,.,

momost&! received only a couple hun-

Cpntinuad

hun-

Cpntlnuttd

hun-hun-.
(CpntlnuttdCpntlnu4ldCpntinuad on PagePaga SevenSevan ))

-
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\ 1991 :
IIRalphRalph JohnsonJohnsonCon-

tinued(ContinuedConllnued from PegePageP 9 'three'rhreerhree )
11-

dyeddreddyed thousandthouand, dollarsdollar, and werewere-

expected
were-

upectedexpectedupected to make money ThereThere-
wa

There-
waswawas clearly a conflictconnlct of goalgoals, to-

either
toto-

eithereither make moneymoneyorornr do good for-

the
for

: the community Currently , 14-

years
1414-

yeayeayears after they were formed ,,.
7I there are only 30successful30 successful-

i

successfulucce sful
i, village corporationsorporatlons leftIcft The cor-

porations
cpr-

poratlons
cor-corcorcpr-cpr¬-

porationsporatlons in existenceeXl\tcnceeXltcnce\ around An-

chorage
AnAn-

chorage
An-An¬-

chorage merge and form new-

businesses
newnew-

businessesbusinesses with easeea\CeaC\ and wonwon't-
feel

won'twont' ,
feel the impact as much asab the-

bush
thethe-

bUbhbushbUbh corporationscorporatlonh will ..

The mostmot, acceptable ,,. feasiblefealblefeasible-

and
fealble-

aad

,
andaad iattainabletrainable option available , inin-

thcory
in-

theorytheorythcory ,. to preventpreventthcthe loss of the-

land
thethe-

landland basebabe in 1991 to outside in-

fluences

In-

nuences
inIn-In¬-

fluencesnuences , UIbis to have a legislative-

enactment
legislativelegislative-

enactnJentenactmentenactnJent to declare that the sale-

of
salesale-

ofof slockstock would be limitedhmlted to-

Natives
to !

IINativesNatives ,, ThisThisliQuid\would\liQuidliQuid solve the-

disenfranchisement
thethe-

disenfranchisementdiscnfranchlsementdisenfranchisement of NativesNatives-
I

Natives-
born

I

bornbom pre-1971pre1971- and post-postpost197posH971post-1971post1971-- 197 1...

T/lITlIThis/ would create a membership-

government
membership ;

government80vemment and not a stockholde-

rgovernment
stockholderstockholde-

rgovernmentgovernmentgovernmentasas Is currentlycurrently-
foreflCn

currently-
foreseenforeseenforefl\CnforeflCn\: ,.

""TheThe legislative solution is the-

cleanest
the .

I cleanestdeanest alternative to prevent the-

loss
the :

loss of the land base and possible-

loss
pobsible-

loss
possiblepobsible

.

loss of subsistence ,. " reports-
Johnson

reports
,

Johnson . 4'iO-

ther
4'i4i"'*'

Other alternatives discusseddlscused, by-

the
byby-

thethe ANRC ,,. could be formal ac-

tion
acac-

lion
ac-ac¬-

tionlion taken under theIhe Indian-

Reorganization
IndianIndian-

ReorganllatiOnReorganizationReorganllatiOn Act (IRA )) The-

IRA
TheThe-

IRAIRA providesprovide, a formal governing-
format

governinggoverning-
formatformat withinwlthm eachealh village that-

drafts
Ihat-

draft
thatIhat

draftdrafts*, ordinancesordmanle' (torforor review and-

approval
andand-

approvalapproval by theIhe Secretary of In-

terior
InIn-

terior
In-In-¬-

terior Not everyevcryevcryvlllllgeeveryvillagevillagevlllllge is1\1\1IIa-

member
I-

Imemher

aII

membermemher or partpan (olofII the Indian-

Reorganization
Imltlln-

Rcorgllnllatlon
IndianImltlln

ReorganisationRcorgllnllatlonReorganization Act-

Another
ActAct-

Another
Act-

AnotherAnother alternativeulternallvc is" to-

reconstitute
1-

0rccontltule

to10

rpconstituicrccontltulereconstitute, the villagesvlllllge, tto[) have-

government
I1l1v-

egovernment
haveI1l1ve

government ownershipownerhlp, ol01of the-

land
thethe-

lundlandlund . ThlThis, self-helpselfhelpelf.helpelfhelp-. method-
Would

methodmethod-
wouldwould involve aasserting' ertln8 governgovern-govcrn-govcrn-¬-

ingmg power includingInciudlOg controlconlrol of the-

land
thethe-

landland base To Implement the self-

help
self-

help
self-

help
self-self--

helphelpalternativealternative would involve ac-

tion
acac-

liontionlion by the corporation and other-
governing

otherother-

governmggoverninggovernmg structures and some-
advice

someolleolle-
advice

!
advice of good lawyersIlIwyerslawyers-

"Sovereignty
lawyers-

"Sovereignty
IlIwyers-

"SovereignlY""SovereigntySovereignty"SovereignlYSovereignlY and governancegovernance-
arcarc one inm the same ,. " says-

Johnson
saysays'

Johnson In Native AlaskaAlabka there-

are
thcre-

are
therethcre

are four types cifcf|f governinggovernmg struc-

tures
strucstruc-¬.-

tures :: there Is theIhe municipal under-

state
underunder-

btateMatebtatestate law ,,. the villagevllagevillage! corporation ,,.

theIhe Indian Reorganization Act-

IRA
ActAct-

IRA( IRA ) ,. and the traditionallludltlonalitaditional govern-

ment
govern-

ment
governgovern-¬-

ment structure-
Four

btrUCtUr-
eFour

structurebtrUCtUrestructure-
FourFour governinggovernmg structuresslructures can-

occur
cancan-

occuroccur inm the same localitylocllhty . They-

are
TheyThey-

arcarearc eveneven made tipuplip of thet/letle/ *samesame-

people
same-

people
ame

people , who ,, for eachellch governing-
board

governinggoverning-
boardboard meeting , mustmut, ""wearwear"wellrwellr a dif-

ferent
difdlfdif-¬.-

ferent hat " and be familiar with-

the
withwith-

thethe different forms ..

Native corpcorporationsmtlon now are-

controlled
arc-

coni
arearc

conicontrolledrolled by state law .. Alaska's-
voting

Alabka's-
voting

Alaska'sAlaskasAlabka'sAlabkas''

voting powerpowcr is shifting toward-

an
towardtoward-

anan urban and non-NativenonNative-- popula-

tion
populapopula--¬.

tiontlon ., ""HistoricallyHistorically"HlstoneallyHlstoneally ,. the st1statesstlliesstllies-
have

testes-

havehave been more hostile towards-
Native

lowards-
Native

towardslowards
Native rightsrlghls and now it is hap-

pening
haphap-¬.-

pening in Alaska withwilh fishingflbhing ,.

hunting",, and land . 'The'The greatest-
friction

greatestgreatest-
frictionIIhuntingfriction is betweeenbetweecn sport and-

subsistence
andand-

subsistencesubsistence fishing and hunting ..

SubsistenceSubblstence to Natives is a mat-

ter
mal-

ter
matmal-malmat-¬-

ter of life or death , In 1886 the-

U.S
thethe-

USU.SUS.., . SupremeSupieme Court said the-

local
thethe-

locallocal population is theIhe worst-
enemy

worstworst-

enemy
. .

enemy ofot the local Indian ,. " said-

Johnson
saidsaid-

II Johnson .

I 17 percent of the populationpopulahon inmin-

Alaska: Alaska isIb stillstili Native There are-

two
are

, two trendstrend in AlaskaAlaka, wilhoul-

regard
withoutwilhoulwithout-

regardregard to the Natives TheThc voting-

population
vOllng-

population
votingvOllng

population is becomingbeconung more ur-

banized
urur--¬.

banizedbanlzed and there are more non-

Natives
non-

Nativeb
non-

Natives
non-non--

NativesNativeb Politically ,, Native-
voting

Nallve-
voting

NativeNallve
voting power will predictably-
diminish

predictablypredictably-
dlOlInIhdimmishdlOlInIhdiminish, aas more nonNatives-
move

non-NativesnonNativesnon-NativeNative- ,
move to thqIhethe urban areas This-

shift
Thisthis-

hll,shifthll\hllhllcould\ could be ,seeneen belorebetorebefore 1991-

when
19911991-

whenwhen the bushhuhhush, Ortlr villagesvillage and-
Natives

andand-
NativesNatives were reliantrehanl on the votes-

of
votesvotes-

ofof othersothcrs to decide1dccidedccidd the land issueh.uehue.
" . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


