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State Sen ,. Arliss Sturgulewski
Recent eventevents, in JuncauJuneauJ nedU were-

tumultuous
wereweret-

Ul11ultuoutumultuoustUl11ultuou ., In theIhe middle ofIf) an-

AIIIku
an-

Alaska
unan

AlaskaAIIIku, summerummer ,,. 2020stateMutestateIate senators-
crowded

senatorslenalor '

crowded around a horseshoe-
shaped

horseshoe-horseshoeho"ehoehoehoe" , -.

shapedhaped table inio thethqthe Senate-
Finance

SenateSenate-
FinanceFinance CommitteeCommlltee roomrOOI11 ,. We-

were
WeWe-

Vere\were\VereVere flankednanked by the legallega-
lcouqeh

legal-

touttseltcounselcouqehtouttselt, * of the $Senateenoteenate and the-

governor
Ihe-

governor
theIhe

governor ,. obobservederved In minute-
detail

minutemmutemmute-

detllildetaildetllil by Statetllte and nationalnallonal prepress" ,

uandd watched findandnd read aboutohoUI by a-

large
aa-

largelarge number of fellow AlaskansAlokao, .,

The SeriateSenuleSenate wawas respondingre'ptJOdmgreptJOdmg' to-

the

10-

the
to10

the Grand Jury'HJuryHJury'sJurys' recommenda-
tion

recommenda-
tion

recommendarecommenda-¬-
tion thatthul we convene in special-
session

specialpeclalpecla-

l'e''eesessionjon to10 """considerconsider"cl1nlldercl1nllder the evidence-
presented

eVldencQ-

pre
evidenceeVldencQ

,

prepresentedenled to10 and Ihethe findingsfind1l1g Iofof-

the
> tt-

thethe GrandGrund Jury for the express-
purpose

expreh-
purp

expressexpreh\expreh\ <'

purppurpose,e oof( initiatingIl1Itlulmg impeach-1impeach1ImpCalinipeaehiinipeaehi-
mein

ImpCa \ll\ -'
mcnimentmein procedures againstagoll1'tagoll1t' Gover-
nor

Gover-
oor

GoverGover--¬-
noroor WilliamWliliam Sheffield , "
1, TensionTenion, wawas' highhl8h ,. Lighthearted-
tnonientS

LightheadedLightheartedLighthearted-
1101lcntmoments/110\1lcnt1101lcnttnonientS/ \ , were rarerure andundoundo"hen*, es*""henhen"hent-

hey
hcnlienlien-

theythey camecume ,, wcrvwere greetedgreeted11thgreetedwith\with-

telief
11th-

felief
with\11th11th

relieffelieftelief ,,. SenatorsSen.lllmSenlllm. werelIere onIntill) handh.1I1dh1I1d. 'forI'MIMfor-

hourhour11ur,) afteralter longIllng hourhour-

Telephone
huur''

Telephone callssr'allssrallscal' " 'fromI'lI1mIlI1m luck-

hone
buckbukluckbukh-

Ol11e

,
homehOl11ehonehOl11eare\were\\areare infrequent butul w\wiresIIiris': , ,.

lettersletlerliners ,. andal1d public opinioni-
1iessugc.i

opinionopinion-
lhe, lhemessugeAi1iessugc.ii1iessugci, ugeN. were nurherounuhcroulnuiberouw.InuiberouwInuiberouw.I-
Diverse

, , .., '

Plvc"ePlvceDiversepiverse" (opinionsIpllllolh weiclIeleweie esprdsscd-
soneiwert

expr"edM-

ll1w'were
expressedexpr"edexpredesprdsscd.:"

sonie'vvercsonievvercMll1w'wereMll1wweresoneiwert; ' *! criticalorcriticalc/lu.dlclu.dlclu.dlludl/ . orM compliment'nmpllmentnmpllmencomplinicn-complinicncomplinicn-
wry

' ¬.-
+, taryIlirywry ofnlthethe Grand JuryJur) It| there1therethet'ethete' wasII.IIIIwas. ,

ud\udadsudIucMtle\ idleI e nillilttilt ImpeachImpcndlntpcacll,
,
orIrur) .Jo1.IllIllLdLi notI1\\tI1tnit\I1t11

I11I\\11\11\ni-
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pcapeachh ,, many 'said'oldold ., ""It'sIts1\\11bU'1I1e\' bU'1I1ebU1I1ebusinessbusiness-
us

' '
0us' usuuluaalusual, soo whatwhat'swhats' theIhe big doaldeuldeal9'"''"' ,

we heard c/leclecries/ of partisanship-
peredived

partisanshippartlhanhhlppartlhanhhlp-
perceivedpcrcc'ivedpcrccivedperceivedperedived' by one "side"dede or another ,.

I feel IIitit iis importantImportaot for each of-

us
ofof-

tJ

of-
uuus \tJtJtto{\o putUllhethe happeningshappcn1l1g of recdnt-

weeks
recentrecdntrecent-

weeksWeeks intoIntQ perspectiveper'pecllveperpecllve' , and in-

this
inmm-

thlthlthis article I would like to ,share-

my
shureharesharehare-

mymy viewviews ,.

One thingthmg Iis certain :;: aas a bodyboliy ,

theIhe $Senateenllte did not find clear and-

convincing
andand-

convll1amllconvincingconvll1amll evidenceevldonce thatIhal the-

governor
Ine-

governor
theIne

governor committedcomr11ltted an im-

peachable
im-

peachable
im-

peaehuble
im-im-

peaehublepeachable offenseoffene, ., Left unad-

dressed
unad-

dressed
unad-unad-.

dredressed' ed in strongMrong termslerms are the-

lessons
Ihe-

je"on
theIhe

lessonsje"onjeon" we I11Umust' learn (fromrom this-

unfortunate
Ihthis"

unfortunate episodeep"odeepode" inIrlirk Alaska's-
young

AlaAlaska'sAlaskask '

young experienceexpe/lenceexpelence/ In statehoodla'ehlxJdlaehlxJd' ,, If-

p

IfIf-

upau clearIeor set
,
et of standardsMundard ofof-

behavior
of-

bohavlorbehaviorbohavlor for public officialsofficiul had-

been
hadhad-

beenbeen sett by thetlICtile current adad-

ministration
ad-ad¬.-

ministrationmll1ltrolloo, ,. (l11ethetic Grand Jury-
slould

JurJury)!
vvouldIInuldslould notnnt havehalehatie metmct and made its-

recommendations
ItIts

recommendationsre\'ommendallqnre'ommendallqnommendallqn\' :;: the Senate-
would

SenateSenate-

IInlildwouldIInlild notnnl hav'ehavehuvehale' .epnveriedepnvened.inepnvenedin'pnvened.lnpnvened.lnpnvenedln''pnvened.ln-
peelal

. inin-

specialspecialsession,specialpeelal ,sessione"lllnellln" toIn considereonider, im1mism ¬.
peachmentpuluhmel1lpeachntent, ,,. AlaskansAldk.1I1Aldk1I1, . wouldwpuld no-

lhue
notnolnot-

littlehuv-chuvchu\ehuelittle\- becomeblomebecpnie':: eveneyen moremorel cynicalt-

calsard
0)0cjmcalcynical) l1I.d-

l1llard
l1I.dll1Idl.

tovvurd1\llard1llardtcalsard\
, tieifthelftheir( electedeleeled leadersleudm ;: and-

Alaska
undandund-

AluAluAlaska, o wouldw'uldwuld,' notnol have beenbee/1bee1bech/ 4uh-

jci
4uh-4uhsubuh ¬.-

jcijectediCl'tediClted' fed onceoneqoncq
,

againoglIn, to1tdId unflattering-
national

ul1tl"tter1l1-
g1ltlnntI

unflatteringul1tl"tter1l1gul1tltter1l1g"

/national/1ltlnntI1ltlnntI, , pressprepress" ;,

IHOllelHOllelHowesHoweverercr .,
I1''thethethe* Impeachment-

tsioyiteJing4
Impeimpeiichmc'niimpeiichmcniImpeachment..I\I11"111.II11111.III11"111I11111\ "'

I

, l'fl\4cJlI1g\l'fllfl4cJlI1gtsioyiteJing4l'fl4cJlI1gld' )\' \ diddidelecufld 1111elecuf'' ,
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Although thisIhls entireenUre ep"ode-
wa

episodeep"odeepodeepisode-
was

"
wawas an unfunfortunatel1unate occurrenceoceurrenle ., I\.I-

seeseeICe opportunityopportijl1lty andnd promiseproml\epromle\ inin-

severalseveraleverol areaareas that can do much to-

restore
toto-

rererestoretore public confidence and-
trust

undandun-
dthlttrustthlt, ..

-- The unqueunquestioned<illoned job of-

government
ofof-

governmentgovernment Is to serveerve the-

public
thethe-

publicpublic Interest ., Moral authority-
with

authlmty-
wUh

authorityauthlmty
wUhwithwithjwithjclear,, clear ,. direct , and strong-

leadership
''trong-

leodchhlp
strong'trongtrong

leadershipleodc/hhlpleodchhlp/ must111UII come fromfll1m thethe-

Chief
the-

ChiefChief ExecutiveExecuuve ('of'IfIf our stateIate This-
must

ThThis,
,

must set the tone (forur publicpublic-

employees
public-

employeesemployees in theirthell conductcunduct of-

public
ofof-

publicpublic businessbumes, ,,. It mumust(' not be-

bartered
bebe-

barteredbartered away for fufavofavors''orsors" to Camcomeam-eameam-

paign
¬.-

paignpOlgn contributorscont/lbulcontlbul/ <Jrs and sup-

porters
suphUPsup-¬'-

portersporter ,. or as an extUexeuexcusee to breabreak-
rules

break
rulesrule to getgetthmgthings done ,,. or()/ to10 help-

our
helphelp-

ourour friendsf/lendflend/ " , orQr to punishpunl\hpunlh\ ourour-

enemies
our-

enemleenemiesenemle . If ememployeesemployeesrloyccs -rr.-*--rr be they-

chiefs
they ,

''-

of
o-f'-ofstuff
'

chiefschlef'ofchlefof, of stufftuff , department heeds-
or

hepdheedsheads, :

ororhuc\\\huchucwhoeverer -- don'tdontdun'tdunt' followfulluw I\\uIutoughtough-

standards
\\ h !

,standardsIJndurd , of ethicalethledl conductconduel , thethe-

hl1uld
the\thethesthes-

should
'\)

shouldhl1uld notoot behe allowednllowed to11\1111rl'e\ \serveserve-
w

rl'erle'
w-w_pPolicieswPoliciesp-p- PoliciesPollcll'1Pollcll1' should be clear and-

stralghtforssard.l
and

straightforward'rallbtror\ard.1rallbtrorard.1'rallbtrorrallbtrorard.1ard1stralghtforssard.lstralghtforssardl' ( \! . ) Within the-

statutory
Ih-

e"JlutOI
theIhe

"Statutory"JlutOIJlutOI)' frame'frameworkf'rdmc\\I"kf'rdmcfrdmcI"kIk'\ork" , Ihthe.: adJd ¬,.

ministration1111111'trallon1111111trallon1111111'trallon11U' /piust/11U\11Umust11U'co'\ 'see'coco that
,

pqh'le-
u

policies-

us
politicspqh'le\pqh'lepqhlepolicies;' \

uus vscllsellII ell aas 'statutes'tdlutetdlute and regulations-
are

regulationsteguldllqn
arearc Understoodnder\(1odnder(1od1od,\( undand Implelleh1c-
db

impIcnicht0-
by

ImplementedImplelleh1cdimpIcnicht0)
bby>) departmentdeparlment headshedd and other-

public
lIther-

rubli
otherlItherlItherII

.

publicrubli' empl\emplemplecemployesemplosceS\'> ec WWfiatWIIIWliatIII 111'r111rnior's0niors0more,' '
!

If

powerfulp\\crfulpcrfulposlerfui,\ esi"evident"ljdcn'cljdcncenL'caenLca,' ,of''II' ilUilv'stefn,\\v'stefnv'stefnvstefny\tuI11ytuI11ciytc"litc iytc"litiytclitiytc"lit-
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gone uwryawry than when public-

employees
publicpublic-

employeesemployees reresortort to retentionretenUun ofof-

pnvale
of-

privateprivatepnvale counselcounlelcounlel0\to\00 protectpr\\teclprteclprtitoct\\ their-

rights
theirtheir-

IIghlrightsIIghl becausebecou'ebecoue' they feel pre"ure-
to

pressure-
to

pressurepre"urepreure"
to take inappropriateInnpprop/lateInnpproplate/ actionsaCIII()) '?1

*_-i-iContractingiContracting- procedures needneed-

refinement
need-

refinementrefinement . ImmediateImmediute stepsHeptitcpstitcps-
shouldshouldhould be tukefiIUkeptaktpIUkep1y\1y1ybyt\> y the ekecutive-
branch

executiveekecutivee elutlveelutlve-
branchbranch totQ tightenlighten regulationsregulation, thai-

allow
thatthaithat-

allowallow for useule ofofholeofsolesolehole lsourceurce coneoncom,
tradinglIoellngiracting . Sole sourceource contracontractcontractscontracts-
can

..tt *".

Can ,,. at01 times , be in the public ili-

terest
inIiiili-ili¬.-

terestlereht ,. but 1pcspecific.lficlfic<. standardsslui\dardsluidard\ must-

be
mustmutmut-

be

,
be establishedhtabhhed, tto assurelI"urelIure" lhatthat the-

public's
thethe-

public'spublic'spublics'' interestmterehllIsix beingbemg servedhelled ..

OtherwiseQtherwleQtherwisee, , theIhe 'specter'pecterpecter of abuseobue, is-

present
is"

prepresentent-presentThe
TTlJeThee Governor'sGovernorsGovernor', officeomceollflce shouldshould-

set

'

!setlet standards thattbat prohibit an}>.possiblepos.lbleposlble releasereleaw of ""lnln"InsiderInsiderlder"lnlderln" in-

formation
in-inin ¬.-

formationformallon regarding potential-

contracts
potential

contractscontractsontract ., Wall SireeStreet rinddnd thethe-

tanking
,

funkingrunklngtanking industryIndutry, kknOknow\ theIhe swift-

tall
''IIIIswift1Ft

!
II-

tlIltalltlIl, fromfl'l\mfl'lfllm'\ gracegrdcegrdcehewhcr4\\\hehewher ) InsiderIn"derInder" rulesrillerules-

Lire
'

'

ufeliteLire broken-brokenbrnkel,brokenContracts! -, ContractsContrJet, ,shouldh, 11i 11notnot-

he
'" ,

behe taintctuiniei131111e\1131111e1\$l bby>) leakedleojked InformationInturnld"UnInturnldUninformation-
It

" ,

'

,

,
It Iis" notnnt enoughenl'ughenlugh' to11\1111.1\ ,stysi\sisitflL,,..11\> '11\1111Oill\\\\tflLtflL\ OillOil-

lam

II ,

..mmamambodvhotlyhod > couldl'ouldlould' hilIhasrj veea dweaccess" Ito., the-

Inforllbitioh
Ihe-

Inltl1)ltll1
theIhe

,. .Inl\\tl1)ltll/1Inltl1)ltlltl1ltll1InforllbitiohInlorm.itiohInlormitioh\\ ) ., )/ II'theIItheit'thcitthcifII'the'd'
thej) tisl4,sM\\'d'dd' st fforr<> iIIitI-

IA

| ,, "
,

,--AAA thoroughthnroulb( yesreviewrellellless of prty-

eurement
proprprty-prty<l ¬.-

curementeurementproI'edurepracticesprllctlle, andIInd propro-

ft'dures
pro-proproI-_.

\}ft'duresftdures\'edure'edureedure'vdures' Iis needi'dneedid.eedl'd.eedldeedldsreedeti,. ' ,.
'TheThc1"lit1lit" ,sc'lcsclcselcxi'in-

to

selcxi'in-selcxi'inselcxiinc1cq'mc1cqm' ct'mlctml
''

-.
,

trinttto} ;
, rimr"l1rl1" committee'oll\mIItN'ollollmIItNeonintittee,' \ 1tstthllshcyiestablishe'tlbli'heetlblihee'tlbli'he1)' , ' \h1-

vnate
hsh1\1)1)1) "

!Senateet1Jtcvnate lYSoHluohr\llIl1l111rllIl1l111rc'sollitittllrcsollitittll.: ', , \ ,II10lii,' stud'stmK11111 >,
"

rrorro-

i

prortt\rttrtt-

I
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curemcntcuremenlcurement practicesprucucepractice, and pro-

cedures
pru-prupro-propropru-

cedure

¬-

cedurescedure will considercUIIlder, GrandGrdnd JuryJury-

reconirriendat
Jailr-

ecol1l1nendatlonh
JurvJail

reconirriendatrecommendationsrecol1l1nendatlonhions dealingdealingIthdealingwith\\\IthIthwithwith-

Alaska

Ith-

AldkaAlaskaAldka, StatutesStatute goserningsolegoverninggOlernmggoserning sole-

sources
,soleoleole-

'ource'sources'ourceource contractscontract, ,,. bidblo wallwailwaiverserers, .,. aa-

code
a-

codecode of01ofethics' ethicsethlc for the exeCutise-
branch

executiveexecutllexeCutiseee-

I
e-

rJnchItinJnchbranchrJnch , and eImploenlploeetntploee>) ec awareness-
at

awarenessallarene"
otat ethicalobltgdtonethicalobligationsethic'uethicuethical' ! obligationsobltgdton! , ,. 'The-

Legislature

'The-

Leg"ldture
the'The

LegislatureLeg"ldtureLegldtureLeg"ldtureI" \IIis\v\illvill\ IIIill considercll/1'lIlercll1'lIler1lIler/ ' their-

recommendations
theirthellthell-

rceummCndUIIInrecommendationsrceummCndUIIIn) , inm ththe.: next-

session
nextnex-

t'e"lun'session'e"lunelun"
.-- A reviewrelic\relicrelicof\! of thetbe Grand JutJuryJuh) ',

sssjslom>) stem,tern Is Important *. The resolu-

lion
resoluresolu-re ohi ¬.- )

tiontlnnlion passedpa"edpaed" by the Senate requests-
that

reque'tlt-
hdl

requestsreque'tlrequetl'
thatthdl the JudicialJudllllliJudllllliunellCouncil\\unellunell) relicreslereviewII%II-

Ihe(Ihethehe GrandGrdnd Jury sssjstem-sjstemsjstemIitemtem ,-, I ap-

preciute
up-upap-apilpup-

procjute
-.

procjutepreciutereliate theIhe work1I\"k1I"kkvprk1I"kotvprkof\" otof the Grand-
Jury

GrandGrdndGrdnd-

JuryJury Their tep11rtreportreport ,showedh\\\cdhcdshaved.\\ that-

they
thatthat-

IheytheyIhey fellfelt the 1101gasgovernorernor hadhold CUnh-

nlitted
convCUnhcom,

nuttednlittedmilted the gravegralegrate offenseoffen\offenoffentlr,\ Oftlrbf perper-

urv
per-per-. , .

(lulureperlureurv') undand had actedoeledoeledIhUpprOplaleactedinappropriateinappropriate-
l

inappropriate-
I

inappropriatevinappropriate-inappropriateIhUpprOp/laleIhUpprOplale/ -.
lI1\11In>}\ in theIhe muttermllltermatter (ofIf theIhe FllIbunFairbanks(

v,

,office; lIie leaseIcd'eIcde' A\" ''trnt1trnt1strong , indepen-

dell
indepenindepen-¬.-

Identdentdell( CjrandQrInJGrand, 1qJuryIUf)) ', systems1 > 'Mcm'teI11teI11 mi11UnluNt] " t bhe-

rettuled
he

I

retainedrettuledJndOrlIIdtendbrandr t\lIntlIn\, d .,. buthutMlieulul1e"\\1\e1e"dtlcdtlc\1eI, OroeesrWcsifjnd/II/ ' " tendJnd
OrlIIdbrandGrand, JLirJurSJIII,

}puvediifcr"leedul'tleedult',''cdurcdur'
.
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