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U.SU.SUS.. . District JudgeJu ge, Oliver Gasch ,, ruled thattha t a 13th1313th-

Native
thth-

NativeNative regional corporation should be created only threethree-
days

three-
daysdays after a vote in Congress defeated such a corporation .

The ruling may mean the 1122 existing regional corcor-cor-

porations
¬-

porations may lose as much as $2525$ million when stockstock-¬-

holdersholders transfer to the new rereore-rereo-

gion
re-

gion

¬-

gion . However , the Alaska FedFed-Fed-

eration
Fed-

eration
¬-

eration of Natives is looking toto-

the
to-

thethe possibility of cooperationcooperation-
with

cooperation-
withwith Outside Natives who maymay-

not
may-

notnot have understood thatchat theythey-
don't

they-
don'tdon'tdont' receive as many benefitsbenefit-
sifthey

benefits-

ifififtheythey form a 13th region .

The suit was brought againstagainst-
the

against-
thethe U.SUS. . Interior Department byby-

AFN
by-

AFNAFN International , a Seattle-SeattleSeattle-
based

Seattle-
based

-.

basedbasedorganizationorganization representingrepresenting-
aa group of non-residentnonresident- NativesNatives-
who

Natives-
whowho supported formation of thethe-

13th
the-

13th13th region . AFN and the AleutAleut-
Corporation

Aleut-
CorporationCorporation joined the suit onon-

the
on-

thethe side of the Interior DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

¬.-

ment . .

The Department of InteriorInterior-
determined

Interior-
determineddetermined in a 1973 electionelection-
that

election-
thatthat non-residentnonresident- Alaska NativesNatives-
had

Natives-
hadhad turned down establishment

of a 13th Regional Corporation .

AFN International challengedchallenged-
thethe election all the way to thethe-

U.S
the-

U.SU.SUS. . District Court in WashingWasrung-WasrungWashing-Wasrung-

ton
Washing-

ton
¬-

ton , D.CDC. . where Gasch mademade-
the

made-
thethe finalfmal decision ..

Under Gasch'sGaschs' ruling , thosethose-
who

those-
whowho voted to be in the regionregion-
oror who amended their enrollenroIlenroll-enroll-
ment

¬.-
ment forms to join the region onon-

or
on-

oror before Aug . 15 , 1973 , areare-

members
are-

membersmembers of the new region .

That would include an estimated
5,0005000, persons .

John ShrvelyShively , AFN , execuexecu-execu-
tive

execu-
tive

¬-

tive vicevie: president for land , inin-inin-

dicated
in-

dicated
¬-

dicated that the Alaska groupgroup-
would

group-
wouldwould probably not appeal thethe-

decision
the-

decisiondecision if a compromise couldcould-
be

could-
bebe worked out with AFN InterInter-Inter-
national

Inter-
national

¬-

national..


