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The day may be coming whenwhen-
most

when-
mostmost Americans will enter theirtheir-
dentists

their-
dentistsdentists?! office cariyingcarrying a dentaldental-

insurance
dental-

insuranceinsurance identification card .

Previously thought uninsur-uninsuruninsur-
able

uninsur-
able

uninsur-
able

-

able ; dental care is now110W beingbeing-

covered
being-

coveredcovered under prepayment insurinsur-insur-
ance

insur-
ance

¬-

ance programs for a growinggrowing-
number

growing-
numbernumber of citizens , mostly on aa-

group
a-

groupgroup basis ,

Prepaid dental covemage is ofof-of-

fered
.-

fered through commercial insurinsur-insur-
ce

insur-
ance

¬-

ancece companies and rlon-profitrlonprofitAonprofitrlonprofit-
dental

A on-profitonprofitonprofit-
dental

-

dental service corporations . SomeSome-Some-
what

¬.-

whatwh t like Blue Shield plans inin-

the
in-

thethe medical field , the dental serser-ser-

vice
ser-

vice

¬-

vice corporations are endorsedendorsed-
by

endorsed-
byby state dental societies .

Both dental service Corporatorpora-torporacorpora-torpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions - sometimes referred to asas-

Delta
as-

DeltaDelta Dental Plans - and comcom-com-
mercial

com-
mercial

¬-

mercial insurance companies ofof-of-

fer
of-

fer
¬-

fer a variety of programs whichwWchwWch-

cover
which-

covercover most phases of dental treattreat-treat-
ment

¬.-
ment including x-raysxrays- , cleaning ,

fillings , preventive measures and ,

in some programs , orthodonticsorthodontics-
and

orthodontics-
andand dentures . For a monthlymonthly-
premium

monthly-
premiumpremium (a typical group denden-den-

tal
den-

tal
¬-

tal service corporation programprogram-
might

program-
mightmight cost a farndyfarniyfaij ly) from $99$ to
$1414$ a month ), a sizeable percenpercen-percen-
tage

percen-
tage

¬-

tage of the dental bill is paid .

Nearly all plans have some de-dede-

ductilbesof
de-

ductilbes
de-

ductilbes
-

ductilbesofductilbes of a co-insurancecoinsurance-- factorfactor-
soso that the plan is used prudently .

Many dental service corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions and commercial insuranceinsurance-
companies

insurance-
companiescompanies work with the dentistdentist-
for

dentist-
forfor preventive care . SubscribersSubscribers-
areare urged to use their prepayprepay-prepay-
ment

prepay-
ment

¬-

ment programs by having regularregular-
dent

regular-
dentaldentaldent check-upscheckupscheck-ups so that costlycostly-
rehab

costly-
rehabilitationrehabrehabilitation1itation treatment won'twont' be

necessary . This'I1I1' s cuts the longlong-
term

long-
termterm costs .

, It has been estimated that asas-

many
as-

manymany as 50 million AmericansAmericans-
will

Americans-
willwill have dental prepayment covcov-cov-

erage

¬.-
erage by the end of this decade .

Labor unions , management inin-

large
in-

largelarge industries such as automoautomo-automo-
bile

automo-
bile

-¬

bile and steel and smallsmallcompaniescompaniescompanies-
with

companies-
withwith as few as six employees areare-

seeking
are-

seekingseeking dental care as a fringefringe-
benefit

fringe-
benefitbenefit in new collective bargainbargain-bargain-
ing

bargain-
ing

¬-

ing contracts .

The majority of states todaytoday-
have

today-
havehave active dental service corpcorp-corp-
orations

corp-
orations

¬-

orations covering about 6 millionmillion-
people

million-
peoplepeople . Add those covered byby-

commercial
by-

commercialcommercial insurance programsprograms-
and

programs-
andand it is estimated that about 1818-

million
18-

millionmillion Americans receive somesome-
form

some-
formform of prepaid dental coverage .

Dental care also is providedprovided-
forfor some patients under certaincertain-
government

certain-
governmentgovernment health care plans ,

Such as Medicaid .

Dental neglect is still rampant ,

even in the U.SUS. . According to thethe-

American
the-

AmericanAmerican Dental Association andand-

the
and-

thethe U.SUS. . Department of Health ,

Education and Welfare , only twotwo-

out
two-

outout of five people in this councoun-coun-
try

coun-
try

¬-

try see their dentist once a yearyear-
and

year-
andand 50 per cent of these go onlyonly-
for

only-
forfor emergency treatment , not rere-rere-

gular
re-

gular
¬-

gular preventive check-upscheckups- from aa-

family
a-

familyfamily dentist..

Prepayment plans make denden-den-

tal
den-

tal
¬-

tal care accessible to more peoplepeople-
for

people-
forforpnefor pne,one simple reason - the plansplans-
He

plans-
ateareHeate putting comprehensive carecare-

within
care-

withinwithin the financialfmancialfmancialreachfinancialreachreachreachofofof-

most
of-

mostmost citizens .

* * .*
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Re-

search
-¬-

search" )


