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TundraTundra Times EditorEditQrEditor-
AtAt first the trail seems very long and almost imim-imim-

possible
im-

possible
¬-

possible . Then , as one mushes alonglong , he catches thethe-

stride
the-

stridestride and settles down to the work.. Occasionally , hehe-

passes

he-

passespasses a markerm rker and knows that he has ' a winner !

Twelve years ago , there was a start.. There waswas no ,

Native newspaperIlewspaper, , schools had unbelievableunbeliev
,

ble problems ,

there was outright discrimination . ThereThe'reThereTherewere' were land claimsclaims-
but

claims-
butbut no settlementsettleme t . The job looked almost impossible forfor-

those
for-

thosethose of us who were living in the bush in those days'days
'

.

Sometimes we overheard things like - "WouldWould" you believebelieve-
that

believe-
thatthat Indians actually eat supper at his house ? " or "WhatWhat"What-
do

"What-
do

"
do those Indians want ? "

. Then there appeared a new newspaper on the scenescene-

called
scene-

calledcalled the "TundraTundra" Times . " This writer began a newspapernewspaper-
atat the same timetimebuttime'but,;,-butbut-' it eventually folded and went thethe-

route
the-

routeroute of many "goodgood" starters " , but poor finishers .

Eskimos have a certain persistencepersiStence . I have seen themthemC-

ontinued. ( ContinuedContillued on Page 2)2)
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sit
,

sitdaysbeforeat a seal breathing-holebreathingholebreathing -hole for hours , sometimessometimes for days ,

before they "makemake" it" and come home with food . AnAn-

Eskimo
AAn-

EskimoEskimo who had been schooled in art decideddecidedecidedecidetoto produceproducproduce-
a

produc-
a

e
a newspaper - this was ' just another example of howhow-
"dumb

how-
"dumb"dumbdumb" " they were - trying to get into business Withoutwithouwithout-
someone

withou-
someone

t
someone giving him credentials or acceptance in thethe-

business
the-

businessbusinessthoughthereworld ! Well , the newspaper made it even though
there were many difficult and trying times ., Then somesome-some-
one

some-
one

-¬-

one caught fire ! ItItItwaswas the Native people seeing that theythey-
could

thethe-

could
Y

could do something , they could be heard , they saw it inin-

print
in-

printprint ! Someone was talkingtaliqng for them for a change !

One by one the markers were passed . First , thethe-

financial
the-

financialfinancial support was slowly withdrawn . ThenThefl challengeschallenges-
toto the State and Federal governments w.erewere:. made in prinfprintprint-
and

print-
and

:

and the publisher-editorpublishereditor- had to defend his position .

Some of usuS'rememberuSremember'rememberremember' the assaulta ault on the Pribilof case ,

the attacksattacksonon the school system , the arguments for thethe-

land
the-

landland claims settlements . All of these problems were underunder-
fire

under-
firefire and for the first time , it was in the press ! PeoplePeople-
were

People-
werewere made aware of what was happening and what theythey-
could

they-
couldcould do .

Itltltwaswas , and still is , the dream of Howard Rock to getget-
the

get-
thethe Natives into decision-makingdecisionmaking- positions . A few of usus-

know
us-

knowknow what a battle it has been . It has also been his dreamdream-
to

dream-
toto have Natives express themselves in their own way asas-

they
as-

theythey see itit..

In the past twelve years a few voices have been heardheard-
with

heard-
withwith an echoing effect !:. Peter John , Charlie Edwardsen ,

Jimmy Huntington , Mitch Demientieff , Brenda Itta , WillieWillie-

Hensley
Willie-

HensleyHensley , Emil Notti , John Borbridge , Joe Upickson , NelsNetsNels-

Anderson
Nets-

AndersonAnderson , Frank Ferguson , and just a whole multitidenultitide{ ofof-

others
of-

othersothers have spoken out and destroyed stereotypes . TheyThey-
have

They-
havehave been heard ! But behind them I'asIaslIasleas' been a quiet , dedidedi-dedi-
cated

dedi-
cated

¬-

cated , newspaper publisher . Every week he has gone toto-
print

to-
printprint and put them inin'theinthe'

the public eye . This man is HowardHoward-
Rock

Howard-
RockRock..

In the meantime , the most important resource ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska-Alaska- has been touched . Native People --- from everyeveryevery-
place

every-
placeplace and origin - have poured out their problems to thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times with editorials or letters-to-the-editorletterstotheeditor- -- -- . FredFred-
Stickman

Fred-
StickmanStickman has been heard around the world ! The journaljournal-journal-
istic

journal-
istic

¬-

istic efforts of the newspaper hashjs) prompted many PeoplePeople-
toto get into this media . Others have seen that they too cancan-
be

can-
bebe heardheardandand have tried .

.

The point of this is - THEY HAVE TRIED , THEYTHEY-
HA

THEY-
HAVEHAVEHAVB DONE IT ! But without the simple , hard-workinghardworking- ,
persistent effort of a small newspaper , they mightmight havehave-
quit

have-
quitquit.. Its easy to quit.. I think that Howard would have quitquit-
aa long time ago if he had not had the persistence that itit-

takes
it-

takestakes to survive in the north .

This writer has reviewed many books for theth TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes over the years . He has watched young people movemove-
from

move-
fromfrom a feeling of being lost to "doingdoing" something . "' ThereThere-
are

There-
are

,.

. -areare-, are a lot of new biographies on the market for those'those
'

of usus-

who
us-

whowho have had the opportunity to stimulate them and rere-rere-
view

re-

view
-¬-

view them . As a New Year'sYears' Resolution , this "GussukGussuk" " isis-

asking
is-

askingasking one thing -- to have the heroher9 of ourollr times , thethe-

editorinchief
the-

editorinchiefeditor-in-chiefeditorinchief- - , to ' write his life story so that all of us mightmight-
be

might-
bebe inspired to persist in telling it as it is .

The markerm rker has been passed : Tundra Times is ,aa-

winner
a-

winnerwinner ! Now let us know how you did it so that allaUaUofallofofofusus , !

'

as a community , might follow your lead .

HAPPY NEW YEAR HOWARD ROCK - YOU'REYOUREYOU'REIYOU'RE-
A

.
' I

A WINNER ! :

-- Wally Olson I


