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AN INTERPRETATIONINTERPRETATION-
OFOF THE ALASKA NANA-NANA-

TIVE
¬.-

TIVE LAND CLAIMS;,

Alaska Methodist UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

Univer-
sity

¬-

sity Press , 1974 . 111155 pages .

Frontispiece . Topical InIn-InIn-

dex
In-

dex
¬-

dex . $8,00800$8.008.00$ ,. hardcover .
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LETTERSLETIERS TO HOWARD isis-

a
is-

aa collection of 24 letters onon-

critical
on-

criticalcritical issues of the Alaska NaNa-Na-

tive
¬.-

tive Land Claims . The letter::;

are written to Howard Rock ,

editor of the Tundra Times ,
by an old Eskimo andandaa youngyoung-
ex.VISTA

young-
exVISTAex-VISTAexVISTAex.VISTAexVISTA-. volunteer NauggaNaugga-
CiunerputCiunerputNauggaCiunerputand Wally MortonMorton-
respectively

Morton-
respectivelyrespectively .

Naugga and Wally dare "toto"to-
look

"to-
took

"
looktook the gift horse in thethe-

mouth
the-

mouthmouth , "notnot" to second guessguess-

the
guess-

thethe Native leadership who wenwertwen-
faced

wert-

facedfaced with the impossible tasktask-
of

task-
ofof representing Alaska'sAlaskas' diversediverse-
peoples

diverse-
peoplespeoples in the negotiations andand-

drafting
and-

draftingdrafting of the bill , but ratherrather-
to

rather-
toto attempt tot look to the future ,
to understand what effectffect thisthis-
legislation

this-
legislationlegislation will have on NativeNative-
ways

Native-
waysways of life . Naugga , for exam-examecam-ecamecam-
pie

exam-
ple

, -

pieple , asks Howard (Letter 7)77)-

ab
7)-

about
? )

aboutab ut thesthesdivisiondivision between sursur-sur-

face
¬.-

face and subsurface rights inin-

village
in-

villagevillage land : "WhatWhat" will mining '

and drilling do to life in thethe-

smallsmall villagesvitIages ? Maybe
'

they areare-

afraid
are-

afialdafraidafiald .thatthat. if there are richrich-

minerals
:

mineralsneralsn underneath the ground ,
".

II-

therethere may be rich Natives aboveabov-
eit

above-
ititit.. ".

The letters , mailed fromfrom-
Land's

I

Land'sLands' End Village , Alaska , ap-apapap-

peared
-.-

peared in the Tundra TimesTimes-
from

]

from April to November
,

197197-

from
II-

fromfrom April to November 1973 . l-

'BecauseBecause'Because' of enthusiastic response
fromresponsefromreaders of these lettersletters-
and

I-

andand because of the encourage-encourageencourage-
ment

encencourage-
ment

urllge -. (

mentthey'arehereof HowardH ward Rock , theythey'aretheyare' are tt-
herehere collected in book formfonn . >, t
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In real life , Naugga CiunerCiuner-Ciune-
rput

¬.-
put and Wally MortonMortqnMorton are FredFred-
Bigjim

Fred-
BigjimBigjim and James Ito-AdlerItoAdler-- .
Fred is an Alaskan Eskimo enen-enen-

rolled
en-

rolled
¬-

rolled in the Bering&ringring& Straits ReRe-ReRe-

gional
Re-

gional
¬-

gional Corporation , and Jim isis-

anan ex-PeaceexPeace-- Corps volunteer inin-

BrazilBrazil . They worked on thesethese-
letters

these-
lettersletters while bothbothwerewere TeachTeach-Teach-
ing

¬.-
iing Fellows in a Harvard UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

Univer-
sity

¬-

sity: course entitled "NativeNative"Native-
Americans

"
Americans in the ConContempoContempo-Contempo-
rary

tempo-tempotempo-
rary

-¬

irary United States ." Fred hasID1Shas-

subsequentlysubsequently! used the letters inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska Methodist UniversityUniversity-
cOUrses

University-
coursescourses< and workshops on thethe-

AlaskaAlaska. Native Land Claims .
Both men are presently docdoc--doc-

toral
¬.

Itoraltorjll candidates-FredcandidatesFredcandida'tes-Fredcandida'tes' - at thethe-

SuffolkiSuffolk Law School and Jim atat-

HarvardHarvard! .

Sample topics of the book :

4AnthropologistArtthropologist , Change vs . ProPro-ProaPro-
gre

Pro-
guess

-¬

gressguessgre§ , Competition Vs . CooperCooper-CoopercCooper-
ation

Cooper-
ation

¬-

iation , Enrollment , Integration ,
1Land SelectionSelection,, Land Use PlanPlan-PlanfPlan-
ning

¬-

ining Commission , Leadership ,
Native as defineddefmed in AN ACT ,
IlNative vs . Citizen Rights , OilOil-
Spill5Spill , Pipeline , Profit vs .. Non-NonNon-

Profit
Non-

Profit
-:-'

IProfit Corporations , RegionalRegionalCorporationCorporationCorporaUon , SeJfdeterminadSeJfdetermina-
tion

Self-determinaSelfdeterminaSeJf-determina-SeJfSelf-determina-Selfdetermina-
tion

- ¬-

tionCorporation, Taxation , Village CorporaCorpora-Corpora-
tion

¬-

tiont-

In

.
-


