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"You
1964-

"You
1964-

"You"YouYou" .flewflew. off the sled and I11-

h
I-

hadhadhd to run after you . AndAndi}. sonson ,

you didn'tdidnt' even cry ," recalledrecal1
.
d mymy-

father
my-

fatherfather , Weyahok. ,

He told me this in 1948 whenwhen-
II came homehQme to visit them from.-
the State of Washington. We hadhad-
peen

had-
beenbeenpeen visiting my mothermo her Keshor-KeshorKeshor-
na

Keshor-
na

-.
na , father , and I1 , in the comfortcomfort-
of

.

of seeing one another once againagain-
r

againagain-
frf .; Suddenly , Keshorna began toto-
tt
"

laugh .

it "What'sWhats" ' so funny now ?" askedasked-

father
,

father . .,

"II" just thought of the timetime-
when

time-
whenwhen you were chasing your , sonson-
on

son-
onon the ice on the Kukpuk RivRiv-Riv-
er

¬.-
er ," mother chortledchortle d. .

WeyahokWeyahokbroke-brokebroke.broke-. into laughterlaughter-
and

laughter-
andand said , "That'sThats" '' one incident II-
will

I-
willwill never forget.. "

Whenen KeshornaKeshoma suddenlysuddenly-
brought

suddenly-
broughtbrought it Up, I1 , at once , recalledrecalled-
the

recalled-
thethe event even ,though I was veryvery-
young

very-
youngyoung at the time jtit happened .

"YouYou" were four and a halfhalf-
years

half-
yearsyears old at that time , son ," momo-momo-
ther

mo-
ther

¬-

ther said .

About three weeks before thethe-
trip

the-
triptrip , Weyahok had said one eveneven-even-
ing

even-
ing

¬-

ing that he would like to go on00 aa-
wolverine

a-
wolverinewolverine hunt for ruffs for thethe-
family's

. . family'sfamilys' parkas ,. the EskimosEskimos-
considered

Eskimos-
consideredconsidered wolverine and wolfwolf-
ruffs

wolf-
ruffsruffs a greatgrea t necessity becausebecause-
they

because-
theythey were of great importance inin-
the

in-
thethe protection'ofprotectionofprotection ' of the face in coldcold-
weather

cold-
weatherweather .

'

Wolverine and wolfwoIf furs hadhad-
played

had-
playedplayed a great role in the survivalsurvival-
of

survival-
ofofofmimofmenmenmim in the Arctic . A parkaparka-
without

parka-
withoutwithout ruff offered little propro-pro-
tection

pro-
tection

¬-

tection against frostbite . TheirTheir-
worth

Their-
worthworth to the Eskimos have beenbeen-
great

been-
greatgreat..

The worthworthofof the wolf andand-
wolverine

and-
wolverinewolverine fursf rs was not confinedconflOedconflOed-
to

confined-
toto their usefulness alone . TheyThey-
were

They-
werewere sought after for adornmentadornment-
purposes

adornment-
purposespurposes - the enhancementenhancement-
they

enhancement-
theythey provided to the beauty ofof-
the

of-
thethe parka . ForFordecorative

(,
decorative purpur-pur-

poses
pur-

poses

¬-

poses they sought prime furs .

Outside of theirthei.r. usefulness ,
such furs were considered luxuryluxury-
items

luxury-
itemsitems . A woman withwithaa fineflOeflOe-
wolverine

fine-
wolverinewolverine and wolfwolfruffruff was looklook-look-
ed

¬.-

ed upon somewhat like a whitewhite-
woman

white-
womanwoman who owned a fine minkmink-
coa

mink-
coatcoatcoa t..

They were also sought after

by youngyoungyoungunmarrie\
unmarriedunmairieunmarrieunmarrieldld women .

They begged and
'-cajoled
c-

ajoled'-cajoled
c-

ajoled'-cajoled
c-

ajoled'
theirheirtheir-

parents
heir-

parentsparents forfait them so {' they maymay-
present

may-
presentpresent themselves Attractively4ttractively4ttractively-
toto the young unmarried men ,.;

So wolf and wolverinewblwbhterinerine fursfurs-
hadhadd definitedeflOite romantic .beginningsbeginningseginnings.

,beginnings-
with

eginnings-
withwith the pnciancientancientn t Eskimos . TheyThey-
wete

They-
werewerewete , and arearc , worn on specialspecial-
occassions

special-
occassionsoccassions such as whaling celecele-celecele-
brations

¬
-'

brations and Christmas .

The Trip BeginsBeginsBegins-

The

; ,

The writerwrHewriter doesdo snot'-remembersnot-remembersnot're-memberwhatnot
'

rememberremember-
whatwhat provisions werewere ' madede toto-
care

to-
carecare for my brothers a'ndand' sisters ,;,

but KaipukKajpuK , my qldestsisteroldestsister; hadhad-
something

had-
somethingsomething to do with taking carecarecare-

of
ar

of my older brother , EebrulikHebrulikBebrulikHebrulik-
and

Bebrulik-
andand older sister , 'AkniachakAkniachak

'

AkmachakAkniachak . It '

seemed that Aunt MumangeenaMumangeena-
was

,
was to carecarcard for my three-year-threeyearthreeyear-
old

- -

old brother *; Kakairnok . MotherMother-
nursed

Mother-
nursednursed and carried my youngestyoungest-
brother

youngest-
brotherbrother , Rupert , who was aboutabout-
aa year old ,;,' onon her back . My parpar-par-
ents

par-
ents

¬-

ents had takentak'entaken' me along becausebecause-
I1I tended to be a sickly child .

We had gotten up very earlyearly-
that

early-
that

early-
thatthat morning of the trip . My fafa-fafa-
ther

fa-
ther

¬-

ther loaded the sled with ourour-
provisions

our-
provisionsprovisions and hitched the dogsdogs-
with

dogs-
withwith the help of my oldest brobro-brobro-
ther

bro-
ther

¬-

ther .
'

The early morning was finefiIwfiIw-
and

fine-
andand aboutabQut five below zero . It waswas-
a

was-
aa nice day for travel.. We were onon-
the

on-
thethe way to a trapping camp 3737-
miles

37-
milesmiles southeast of Point. Hope .

Since the ocean shore ice had notnot-
yet

not-
yetyet firmlyflyf y set and was rough , fafa-fafa-
ther

¬.-

ther decided to travel up thethe-
Kukpuk

the-
KukpukKukpuk River and then portageportage-
through

portage-
throughthrough the valleyvaUey of two hills.

The wind from the west waswas-

calm

was-

calmcalm . ,

We traveled east to the mouthmouth-
of

mouth-
ofof the Kukpuk ., The trail waswas-
good

was-
goodgood .

"WeWe" made good time all thethe-
way

the-
wayway to the grayling fishingfishing-

grounds
fishing-

groundsgrounds on the Kukpuk ," recalrecal-recal-
led

¬.-
"-

father
f-

ather
"

led father , "WeWe" reached it about
2 o'clockoclock' in the afternoon ."

The traditional fishing campcamp-
was

camp-
was

camp-
waswas 25 miles away fromfom{ PointPoint-
Hope

Point-
HopeHope .

We were driving a 9-dog9dog9.dog9dog-. team .
The sled was heavily loadedloadedwithwithwith-
ourourur provisions and dog food . II-
rode

I-
roderode on toptopofof the load justjust-
front

just-
frontfront of my father at the handlehandle-
barsbars . Mother walkedwal ed andandroderode by

turnsturns .

NikkaNikkaour, our-our-- finefUle leader, waswas-

doing
was-

doingdoing aa'wonderfuljobawonderfuljoba'wonderfuljobof'wonderful jobjobofof leadingleading-
the

leading-
thethe team as usual. He was thethe-
p

the-
petpetp t of theth family . He'wasa-hpgeHe'wasaHewasahpgeHe ' was aahpgeahpge-
black

-' h.lgehlgeh.lge-
black

).
black malamute, . The only whitewh1tewh1te-

spot
white-

spotspot on himrum was on his left paw.
'

He was >, a powerful dog and hehe-
was

he-
was

"

was my special friend .

.When.weWhen.weWhenwe. When ., we reachedre ched the fishingfishing-
grounds.we

fishing-
groundswegroundsgrounds.wegroundswe,. we stopped to eateat.. MoMo-Mo-
ther

Mo-
ther

¬-

ther took out our primus stovestove-
aild

stove-
aidaridaildaid took it intoint one of the smallsmall-
s

small-
sodsods d igloos and made spmesQmesome hothot-
tea

hot-
teatea . She had made bread the dayday-
beforebefprebCforebeforedaybCfore. She took one loaf forfor-
p

for-
partpartppartrt of our mealrrieal but it had frofro-frofro-
zen

fro-
zen

-¬-

zen solid . Father had to break itit-
to

it-
toto pieces with an axe .

I'I-

WeWe ate quickly and got underunder-
way

under-
wayway . Father was anxious to reachreach-
th

reac-
hthtcamptheththtcamp

,
campcamp because the hardesthardest-

part
hardest-

pastpartpastpastofof the triptripwouldwould be whenwhen-
wehad

when-
wehadwelhadwehad:; to'' portage on a long grad-gradgrad-
uafi

grad-

ual
-.

uafiuaiual climb .

AboutAbout an hour after we leftleft-
the

left-
thethe fishingfish g groundsgr6undsgrounds the windwind-
shifted

wind-
shiftedshifted from west to east..

"ThisThis.This"
,.This does not look good ,"

fatherfather said to mother .

"NahkaNahka" ," ("NoNo" " ) she answeredanswered-
"We

answered-
"We"WeWe" better try to hurry ,"

Father began to encourageencourage-
the

encourage-
thethe dogs andilnd they respondedresponded-
with

responded-
withwithwithaa half gallop . Occassionally ,

Nikka would look back to us andand-
yip

and-
yip

and-
yipyip-yipyip-

"Tuvra
-. ,

"TuvraTuvra" , NikkaNikka owlaqiinowlagiin !"
("AlrightAlright"AffrightAffright" , Nikka , get going ! ") II-

heard
I-

heardheard myselfmysdf saying to my palpat ,
-

the leader .

I could hearhea'rhear' my father chucklechuckle-
asas soon as I said it .

"ThatThat" is very good , son , " saidsaid-
mother

said-
mothermother briefly putting her arm a-aa-
round

a-
round

a-
round

-

round me .

WhefiWheh Nikka heard my voicevoice-
he

voice-
hehe respondedrespondedwithwith a powerfulpowerful-
lunge

powerful-
lungelunge and yips. The rest of thethe-
dogs

the-
dogsdogs followed and the teamteam-
broke

team-
brokebroke into a gallop . The leader'sleadersleader's-
response

leader's-
response

'
response gave me a wonderfulwonderful-
feeling

wonderful-
feelingfeeling . I wished that I could putput-
my

put-
mymy arms around his neck and hughug-
him

hug-
himhim , which I had done so manymany-
times at home .

The windwindvelocityvelocity increasedincreased-
rapidly as we went along . TheThe-
snow on the river was good andand-
hard and it rriaderpademade good footingfooting-
for the team . There were numernumer-numer-

us

¬-

:> us bare ice spots . The winds had

blown off the snow cover, ov'erover'. ,

Before the trip , mother'mother<,' hadhad-
made

haha-
made

dI:

made
, me a thick-hairedthickhairedthickhairedwinter- winterwinter-

reind
winter-

reindeerskin
r

reindeerskinreind erskin parka withJ.ithJith4ith. a-secondaseconda.secondaseconda.second-
hand

a.seconasecona.secon-
hand

.-. dt[

hand wolverinewolverin ruffrurf . The ' thickthick-
parka

thicthic-
parka

k.

:

parka made me look likelikeike a ball ofof-
fur

oo-

fur
f

fur but it was very warm even inin-
that

ii-

that
n11

that growinggr wing wind stprmstorm ,. '

The dogs began totp have diffiddiffi-
culty

ffi-ffiffi-
ulty

¬-

culty<:ulty pulling the sledsled in the galegale-

We

.
We were fortunate thattthat1 t previouss'i

'

Winds had blown oiToff the freshfresh-
snow

fresfres-
snow

h

snow , otherwise we [(wouldwould havehave-

been
havhav-

been
e

been ininaa terrible blizzard !: :
.

We reached the part off theire riri-riri-

ver
ri-

ver

¬-.

ver where it ran btweerbbgtweetj? twee ( twotwo-
steep

twtw-
steep

o

steep hills . It was a veritableveitable, windwind-
turme

winwin-
tunnel

dI

tunnelturme!.. The gale sweepedsweeped andand-
roared

and-
roaredroared . ,

Nikka , as intelligent as anyany-
dog

any-
dog

Y

dog that was , carefully followedfollowefollowed-
the

followe-
the

d
the snowsnsnow-patchessnowpatchesw '- patches for firmfumfirm'foot-firm'footfirmfootfirm'foot-
ing

'footfoot'' ¬.-

ing . We slowlyslow1y progressedprogressedwithwithwith-
father

with-
fatherfather and mother pushing thethe-

sled
thth-

sled

e

sled to help the dogs . My positionpositioposition-
on

positio-
on

nI

on the sledsledwaswas gettingge tti'ngtting
'

precariprecari-precari-
ous

precari-
ous

¬-

ous . 1I was almost blown offoftoffoffsevsevsev-sevsev-

eral
sev-sevsev-

eral
'

¬-

eral times .

"HoldHold" on to the rope bindingbinding-
son

,,

son," said father . ;

As my parents and thetile teamteam-
struggled

teatea-
struggled

m
struggled , I wished that I couldcould-
help

could-
helphelp them . I wanted to be a growngrown-
'man

grown-
man'manman'
man like my father , but the onlyonly-
way

only-
wayway I could help was to encourencour-encour-
age

¬.-

age my friend , Nikka .

TheTile great windstormwilldstormwilldstorm-
worsened

windstorm-
worsenedworsened . The gusts began toto-
blow

to-
blowblow the sled and the team side-sideside-
wise

side-
wise

-.

wise . My father braced himselfhimself-
each

himself-
eacheach time to keep the sled fromfrom-
tiP.ping

from-
tippingtippingtiP.ping

. over . I held onto the roperope-
as

rope-
asas hard as I could .

Nikka was carefully skirtingskirting-
aa large patch of bare ice when itit-
happened

it-
happenedhappened-happenedhappenedA-. A great gust of windwind-
hit

wind-
hithit the team and the sled waswas-
blown

was-
blownblown to thet he ice along with thethe-
two

the-
twotwo wheel dogs . The first of thethe-
dogs

the-
dogsdogs dug their nails into the hardhard-
snow

hard-
snowsnow but the force of the galegale-
was

gale-
waswas so great it dragged themthem-
backwards

them-
backwardsbackwards onto the ice .

By the time NikkaNikkawaswas pulledpulled-
onon the ice , the sled had swung
likeswunglikea pendulumpendul m . At that mo-momo-
ment

mo-
ment

mo ¬-

ment , the gale swung the teamteam-
completely

team-
completelycompletely around .

Then the great wind blew thethe-
t

the-
teamteamt am on the ice . The dogs werewere-
sprawled

were-
sprawledsprawled in every position . II-
couldn't

I-
couldn'tcouldn'tcouldnt' see father and mothermother-
but

mother-
butbut I could hear them hollering ,
"HoldHold" on tight , sortSOft ! "

The team and tilledt6vledt led careen-careencareen-
ed

careen :.=-
'-on
o-n'-on
o-n' 'ed crazily on the ., ice,. at grea'tgreatgrea'fgreaf'

,. speed. Suddenly
, dthethe sled sideside-

swipedswiped
,
a patchpatchdpatchsnowof0(.. snow ., There

was a terrific jolt as thethe runners
,

dug into itiI . The impactitnpact causedcaused-
meme to lose my grip on thet h rope .

I felt myself flyingtIying through thethe-
air

the-
airair.1air1air .' 1I landed hardha 'dd' on my backback-
bllt

back-
bratbutblltbrat my thick 'parkaparka' cushionedcushioned-
the

cushioned-
thethe 'impactimpact'ii' pacl and I wasas unhurt..

I had landedlaflded withwithmymy feet toto-
the

to-
thetjhethe wind and a gust caught thethe-
hemhem of my parka and billowed itil..
I started sailing across the iceic (}

.' and snow at great speed . ReinRein-Rein-
dee'r

Rein-
deerhair

¬-

deerdee'rdeer-hairdeerhair'

'hairhair'- on the ice offered littlelittle-
friction

little-
frictionfriction . Moments later I

.-
began

b-

egan
.
beganbegan-

toto spin roundroundandandandroundround .:. ThatThat-
was

That-
waswas when I saw my father runrun-run-
ning

¬.-

ning and slipping after me .

When he finallyfmally caughtca gh up andand-
grabbedgrabbed me , heM slippedsUpped andand-
sprawled

and-
sprawledsprawled . The wind blew us sevsev-sev-
eral

¬.-

eraleralmoremore yards until we hithit-
snow

hit-
snowsnow . Helie picked me up andand-
started

and-
startedstarted struggling toward thethe-
team

the-
teamteamteamThe. -TheThe- sled had tipped over..

Mother was strugglingstrugglingtowardstruggingtoward! , toward thethe-
team

the-
teamteam also . She had lost her gripgrip-
on

grip-
onon one of the handlebars and waswas-
blownblown clear of the sled .,

As we huddled briefly on thethe-
leeleeIce of the overturnedoverturned'sledoverturnedsled' sled , monmo-nmonm-
other

¬.-

ther said-saidsaidto-. to father , "WeWe" shouldshould-
turn

should-
turnturn back and stay overnight atat-
the

at-
thethe Kukpuk fish camp ..""

"PerhapsPerhaps"PerhapPerhap" we should . The drivedrive-
would

drive-
wouldwould bebc much easiereasicr ., This typetype-
of

type-
ofofofwindwind usually don'tdont' last.. II-

think
I-

thinkthink it'sits'' going down now andand-
we're

and-
we'rewe'rewere' not too far away from ourour-
destination

our-
destinationdestination ," father answered .

"WeWe" betterbettcr go on then ," momu-mumo-momu-
ther

mo-
ther

¬-

ther said wearilywear y .

Father picked me up andand-
looked

and-
lookedlooked at me and said , "SonSon" ,

the way you were going downdown-
the

down-
thethe ice , you would haveh3ve beenbeen-
at

been-
atat Point Hope in no time atat-
all

at-
allall.."

My father broke into a gufguf-guf-
faw

guf-
faw

¬-

faw . Mother joined him and theythey-
laughed

they-
laughedlaughed for several moments .

'II' I became uncomfortable asas-
they

as-
theythey laughed and I pleaded ,

"Don'tDont" ' do that ..""
Still looking ata t me , fatherfather-

questioned
father-

questionedquestioned , "YouYou" usually cry atat-
a

at-
aa slightest provocation.

. WhyWhy-

didn't
Why-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' you thistrus time? "'

"AmaiAmai"ArnaiArnai" , apahng ," ("II" don'tdontdon't-
know

don't-
know

'
know , father ," ) I answered .

Father straightened up thethe-
team

the-
teamteam and we got under way onceonce-
again

once-
againagain . As we traveled , the windwind-
gradually

wind-
graduallygradually died down .

When we finally-finallyflOalIyfinallyreached-. reached ourour-
destination

our-
destinationdestination , it was in the dark ofof-
night

of-
night

of-
night-nightnight--. .. We were allallveryal ] very tired inin-inin-
cluding

in-
cluding

¬-

cluding the dogs . It had been aa-
hard

a-
hardhard day'sdays' travel..

My father huntedhun ted for aboutabout-
aa month . Helie got one wolverine ,

Several red and whitewhile foxes . HeHe-
also

He-
alsoalso huntedhuoted .onon. the seasca ice andand-
and

and-
andand got several seals .

We returned to Point Hope inin-
time

in-
timetime for Christmas . It was an unun-unun-
eventful

¬.-

eventful trip on a beautiful day .

A few travelers from KotzebueKotzebue-
and

Kotzebue-
andand Kivalina had visited ususifs duringduring-
our

during-
ourour camping period ., WhenWlien wewe-
reached

we-
reachedreached home the news of ourour-
encounter

our-
encounterencounter with the heavy galegale-
had

gale-
hadhad preceded us . Father and II-

had
I-

hadhad become the source ofof-
chuckles

of-
chuckleschuckles ., They couldn'tcouldnt' get overover-
my

over-
mymymy fallfan off the sled and takingtaking-
off

taking-
offoff at great speed downwinddownwind-
with

downwind-
withwith my father frantically chasingchasing-
after

chasing-
afterafter.
, me . '

- --=-
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, rFFairba1bc.k1bck;;.ks';;Hotel;
517 33rdrrAvenueAvenue , ! .

I 456-64404566440456.64404566440456644-
0I

456.64-
40Catering

--.

, I Catering to People fromIfrom
I

'

i_ ' the BushBushC-
lean .

__ _ =-_ _
I Clean , ComfortableComfortable-

g
Comfortable-

Automatic

-

: g .
'

_
Automatic1to! atic SpunkierSprinkleSprinkler; Systemystem InstalledJnst.alIedJnstalIedInstalled-

for ,-- - *>- ".. I*'/ : -- for yoursafetyy unafety '.
" jW)(acx axitacc:.<e><o c' , xtrar > c test rt ineit

FAIRBANKS PLUMBINGPLUMBING-PLUMBING-
HEATING

PLUMBING-
HEATING

-&
-

"

, HEATINGHEATING-

SAMSON

HEATING-

SAMSON

HEATING-

SAMSONSAMSON HARDWAREHARDWAREB-

oxBox 1270 Fairbanks' , Alaska 99701997)19971()"

When you can buy chickchick-chick-
en

chick-
en

¬-

en like this , why cookcook-

caa

?

- ---caacaa- -- +n s.NasssNass. eccip LfFfta,; " .
.-

ColonelColonelSanderColonel-8andersColonel8anderscolonel-SandersSanders-SanderSander-- J1 ' secret recipe of01 1111-

herbs

11-

herbsherbs and spices nukesmakes his chickenchicken-

"linger

chicken-

"finger"finfin"lingerlinger"fingerfinger" r lickin1lickintickin ' joodgood . " GetCet it by the box ,

bucketbucke , or barrel . Bring home his spespe-spe-

cial

¬.-

cial Hxin'sHxinsfixin'sfixinsflxin '$,, too . Slaw , hikedbaked beans ,

potatoes,, indand rolls.

Visit the Colonel &
His Friend Next DoorDoo-

rH

Doo-

rHH . SALT ESQ .

1454 CusiimanCuslmaCusliniaiiCuslCusliniaii-
CALL

ma tt-
CALLCALL : 452-10104521010.J52-101.J52101.J52J52101. - ()

-- - - -

ALASKA TENT

&TARPTARP& TARP

529 FrontFronl StreetStrl"t"lStrltlStrl"t"l-

P

Street-
P

""
P. 0O . BOKBox 451451-

Fairbanks
451-

Fairbanks
451-

FairbanksFairbanks , Alaska 999970799707-
Phone
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