Elders Conference tackles major
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‘Land, ‘subsistence, education,
dlong withalcohol and drug abust
were among the four major topics
addressed at' the 1985 " Alaska
Federation of Natives Hl‘nuwuic
Elders ‘( onference,
of
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The | theme
gathering 'was . Togetherness |
Youth and Elders, " Wednesday
Oct, 23 was dedicated to a joint
gathering of the young and old.,)
But by Wednesday afternoon thel
elders gathered again as a single

this 'year's

group to tackle issues focusing on'
land, subsistence, education and|
SAD |

what has  becn  termed
(Suicide, Alcohol and Drugs) by
a corporate leader,

The five-year-old organization,
Aboriginal  Senior Citizens; of
Alaska, met and appointed Ross
Schaeffer, Walter. Meganatk,
Rachael Craig and Patrick Paul,
Sr. 1o chair the subsistence, land,
education, .mq alcohol and dmL
abuse committees,

By Wednesday 4 p.m. the Drug
and  Alcohol committee which
wits headed, by Patrick Paul, Sr,
completed their recommendation
to be brought before the AFN,

In deseribing the recommenda-
tion Paul said, **In October, 1'in
troduced a resolution  at  the

Tlingit/Haida conferénge at Craig
in regards to state funds for
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Eldery are taking an active role

i ecucation and other issies,
photo by Steve Knkuruk

alcohal prograihs, '

The! finul lunnnncmiullmn 18]

come from the elders rujuch‘lt‘d

additional © funding from  the
Alaska  State I.vgzisluiuru for
alcohol problems. ** Alcoholism

and other drug abuse are, iden
tified as the number one health
problem of the Alaska Natives:
Alaski has the highest ratio of
alcoholism in the LS Iumlm;_
from (the) Alaska |,Uiﬁ|h!d(llltt has
decreased from a high of approx
imately $15 million in' 1982 10
H12 million in 1985; the
alcoholism and drug abuse pro
blems have continued to increase;
requests for funding for new
alcohol  programs are  written
every year namely from smaller
communities; requests for fun
ding far exceeds the funding
available:"" were some of  the
highlights of the elders’ final
recommendation,

Paul described some of the
adverse effects of alcohol among
Natives. *"They realize not only
is itaffecting their homes but the
young people. By using alcohol
it is creating death in the family
by suicide, drowning and car
wreeks. The feeling is that it has
taken the lives of too many young
people: We should no longer be
ashamed to admit that we do have
the problem. We need help from
state and federpl and to employ
from among our Native people to
serve our Native alcoholies, "
Paul said.

Mepanack Trom the Chugach
region Chaired the elders land
committee. Inan mterview after
the, committee  met Meganack

siid, UWe didn 't come up owath
recommendations, We canie up
wath guestions. Should the Lad
be held collectively orindividual
v Shovdd the corporation own
the: Tand hould some otlier
aroup own the Dind A e the kid:
horn too lawe! dothey. ave

riehits as all Natives? What about
our kids who have less than one
quarter blood !

Meganack said o trespassing
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resolution had beermaproved by
the elders, The ¢lders recony
mended that na trespassing e
allowed on Native-owned lands
and the State of Alaska enforce
such a law: Meganack is from the
village of Port | Graham, ncar
Haomer. |

Ross Schaeffer ol the NANA
region, chaired the subsistence
committee. In describing their a¢
tions Schaeffer said, W The main
resolution was to get support for
subsistence in both  state and
federal law. They also asked for
elders to be sent 1o Juncau and
Washington to lobby for sub
sistence rights,

“Traditional foods are vital 1o
the well-being of the health of all
subsistence  users. Subsistence
fishing and hunting are o heritape
that has been practiced by our
forefathers and we intend for our
children to enjoy those same
rights. Federal and state statutes
provide protection of our sub
sistence rights with special in
terests seeking to remove the sub
sistence priority from federal and
state law. Be it resolved that im-
mediate action by our elected’
representatives at all. levels of
federal and state government 1o
support and protect the sub
sistence priority in law.” The
resolution also recommended that
AEN provide linancial assistance
o elders when necessary,

The education committee was
chaired by Rachel Craig
Kotzebue. The final recommen
dationy recognized that school
children had the mherent right (o
know' “*who he s, The elders
also sind the Natve cultural infog
mation was stored i the Native
fnguages and re wended that
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issues facing Natives

Some r([ the participants in the Elders Conference are shown m re
discussing issues of importance to all Alaska Natives. phowo by Sieve Kakaruk
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proper miterials be provided to
teach the  youth their  Native
language.

In Licsallhmg. the cldvrs com-
mittea megting AEN accountant
Marge Shelton said, " These are
issues that came out of the elders
conference . that they want
addressed.



