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THgTHETHg CHALLENGE is BEING MET-

There

METMET-

ThereThereTherc wawas ua sensecn'ccnc' of putpurposePUfrOe
' ose, and dotedetermonationdeterminationrmi nation aas, more-

than
Illore-

Ihun
moreIllore

[Ihunthanban a thousandthouundthousandobservers, ohobserverserYererYerml' \and\mlml
ind, participantspurtltlpuntH gatheredguthered tilInlit the-

Wiliant
thethe-

WillanWilmntWillanWiliant! A ,. Egan renterCenter iAhchorageiniAhchorageIninUhchorageAhchrage() last1at, week to attcfldatletWattendattend-
the

atletW-
the

;

the 19831985 AlaskaAlukaAlukaF, 'ederatioltederatioltF'Federation/of1Federationof1derat o1lof!/of NativesNallves annual ConventionConvention-
Dclegnte

Convention-
Delegate1

Convention-
DelegatesDelegate1DclegnteDelegates* from the ANCSA villagevilluge and regional c9rpora-

uons
c9rpora-c9rporacI'rpora-

tll1l
corporacI'rpora-cI'rporacIrpora' ¬-

tll1ltionsuons) ' minglednungled withwllh ,representativescpreenta"vecpreentave, " from the UUnitedlted Tribes-
of

TribesTribe,
of AldkAlaskqAlaska, aridIII1dand high .school.thoolthoolctltool studentsttudentstudenlsJoonedjoined the elders in111 discus-

sions
discusdiscus-dl cu ¬-

,sionsion , aboutahout the futurefUlure , It wawas, apparentapparenl that the bUbusiness1I1e on
4,' the agendaugenda hadhud presentedpreented, a challenge to thosethM( who came toto-

vote
to-

vote
to-

votevote The bU'1I1cbU1I1cbusiness' s at hhfmdhandnt! includedinduded eight proposedpropo'edpropoed' amend-

ments
amend-

ment
amendamend-¬-

mentsment, to ANCSA ,,. and no one could have predictedpredlctcd how the-

voting
thethe-

vollngvotingvollngapprovedOverwouldwouldcomecome out ,,. but ihethe amendmentsamcndmenls were approved
Overver the pastpa'tpat' severalsevetall11onthsmonths ,, there has been disagreement-

amongst
dldisagreementagreementagreemen-

tamongtamongstamongt, out'l\roupsout'loutlroupsour'groupsourgroupsour ''groups\ about the Claims Act and the amend-
ments

ament-
ment

arhcnd-

nients
arhcnd-arhcndament-amentamend-amend! -

nientsmentments , $Someome havehaveJCrcciv'oereeivod'perceivgdperceivgd) that AlaskaAlnska NativesNdUves are per-
manentj

per-

T

per-
manently

per-per-
manentlymanentj) dlyideddiyided ofoot the ris h%

T>

S ,' but thobethose peceptions'pe'ceptlonspeceptlons)
')' '

ah >

ii-

accurdie
jee not-

accurate
notnot-

accurdleaccurdieaccurdleaccurate . The fact is AlaskaAla'kAlakAtaskd' NativesNauves are bound togetherlogethettogethet by-

a
byby-

aa concern for the future and how best to protectrotect the land .

We'reWereWc'reWcre' one peoplepellple regardlessregardles of the disagreementsd"agreementdagreement" ,,. and we-

are
wewe-

areare meetingmcetmg the challenges ..

THE TUNDRATONDRA TIMES BANQUET-
AN

BANQUETBANQUET-
AN

BANQUET-
ANAN EVENING OF GAFFES ,. LAUGHS ,. ANDAND-

CULTURAL
AND-

CULTURAL
AND-

CULTURALCULTURAL DRAMA-

Guess

DRAMADRAMA-

GuessGuess who came to dinnerdmner andmd didn'tdidnt' havehnve a place to sitsit9'?)

None other than Anchorage Mayor Tony Knowles and-

Lieutenant
andand-

LieutenantLieutenant Governor SteveSieve MacAlpmcMacAlpine .. With much humilia-
tion

humiliat-

IOn
humiliahumilia-¬-

tion we seatedour.seated.catedcated our d"tmguldtmguldistinguished" hed guestsgue"sgues" ,, who laughed good-

naturedly
good-

naturedly
good-

ndturedly
good-good-

naturedlyndturedly about our fauxfdux pas SeatingSentmg more than a thousand-
guests

thousandthousand-
gue'tguestsgue'tguet' tsis" notnOI easy-

There
easyeayeasy-

There

,
There were plenty laughslaugh when HildUHilda WoodsWood ,sittingIUmg at the-

head
Ihe-

head
theIhe

head table and introducingmtroduemg theIhe Tundra Times Board and staff-

forgot
staffstaff-

forgotforgot to introduce her boss and the Board ChairmanChnlrman ,, Willie-

Hensley
WillieWillie-

HcnlcyHcnsleyHcnlcyHensley, MarleneMdrlene Johnson , our esteemed MiblreMistress, of-

Ceremonies
ofrr-

Ceremo'lIeCeremoniesCeremo'lIeCeremolIe' valientlyvaliantly held the program together while rtfafof *,.
fectiohutclyfectlonatelyfectiohatcly Jojoshinghmg a few-

Oliver

fewfew-

OliverOliver Leavitt , our new AFN Chairman was presentedwithpresented with-

a
withwith-

aaa miniatureminialure MercedesMergedes BenJJcnzBenz beeaubecausee he couldn'tcouldntcouldn''II find the one-

ho
oneone-

hehohe waSwailwas reportedrePl'l1edrePll1edrcpSifted' to own , and we heard from pastpat, Master of-

Ceremonies
ofof-

CeremoniesCeremonies ,, Roger Lang ,, speakingsI'CakmgsICakmg' from his hospitalhOlpltal bed .,

Roger hasn'thasnt'' lost10,1101, his famous sense of humor ..

The evening wawas, toppedlOpped oftrwihoffoft'with( a dramatic jJlJrformance-
by

performance-
by

performancejJlJrformance
by the Chevak TanqikTanqlll Theatere . The entire audience became-

Involved
becamebecame-

Involvedinvolved in the ancientaocient ceremony callcHe4called* thelhe ''BladderBladder Festival '
which is a story of cultural conflict dndrindnd pain ; of healing and-

happiness
andand-

hdpplnesshdppinesshdpplnesshappiness as told through song and dance,. The Chevak group-
superbly

group
superblyuperbly lIIuillustratedtrated the reasonssons why cultural values are a vital-

force
vitalvitnlvitnl-

forceforce In theIhe lives of AlaAlaskak NativesNallves today .

We wish to thankIhank allallourour 1200 guests for joiningJoming us thisthis-

year
this-

yeayeayear! and sharing in10 an evening of gaffes , laughs ,. and cultural-
drama

cullural-

dtama
culturalcullural

dramadtama atlit another successfulsueeessfUl Tundra1Tundra Times Banquet ,,
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