SCHOOL $95 BEING MISUSED?

Committee Claims

Federal Funds Not

Meant For Boarding

A committee under the auspices of the Alaska Feder
ation of Natives, appointed to make recommendations
for the distribution of Johnson-O"Malley education funds
for Alaska. has voted not to allow those funds to he used
for the State Boarding Home and dormitory programs
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“lTelooked Tike we were about
to pick up a program that was
going o lose 90 per cent of ity
funding.”

The program has been run
- the past by the State Depant-
ment ot Fducation, and rehed
heavily on - Johnson-O"Mulley
tunding. Fast vear's costs nan
the newhborthood of N340 il
lon, with onlv about S300.000
coming  from the State ot
Aliska's general tund and  the
halance from Johnson-O\Malley

SOS has not rehed heasihy
o Johison-0"Mualley sand
Friese. OF the  tonl SOS
budget ot about N335 million 1o
last year's  operation o e
widespread rural school sustem
only about S400.000 came trom
Johnson-O"™Mulley

The SOS budget tor the
coming vedar s about N340 nul
lion

Does the state have the
money  to tund the Boardme
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e hable o cost ol the
distiets i Alusha money ™
Native leaders  have com-

plamed that the State ot ALk
has histonically misused Johnson

OMalley  funds. which were
dppropriated  to meet special
needs o Indun children. over
and ubove the basic education

needs provided by the State

Commented Frese. “With
that kind ot money vou can
really ennch  the educanonal

system. TE the state s tunding
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Over all the hubub hanes
landmark Tawsmit tiled on behalt
of a native student,  Molly
Hootch. The suit pomts up the
state’s obligation to provite o
secondary  education toevery
chld in the State of - ALKy
within the commumty i which
that student resudes

Ihe assues which v perhaps
more ot a pockethook sue tor
the State than one ot recognize
g legal and moral obhigation,
has become a tocal point tor the
the State’s dehivery
ceducation

CrisIy
svstem of
rural arcas
Friese  foresees ihat the
Boarding  Home and Boarding
School programs will dinnnish
as regional high schools are built
in remote areas. CBut b don
think that means the need tor
these  programs will diappear
altogether.” he added
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“1oam not ready o adint
that  the  small village high
school of thiee to five students
s the complete answer I
quite a complicated program
Maska: How do you provide
secondary  education i every
ommunity”?” '

Senator John Sackett he-
ieves  that under the State
‘onstitution, the State will he
orced o allocate tunding  for
chool  construction i rural
reas

L sewion

Sackett antiapates a tivht
the  next leeislaiure on st
abhishing  the pronn ot
education s one ot the state’s
top needs
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what mitated meothe Last
Finding - method ot
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straction, and trom there vou

vo down to curecalum
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- Aleba became o hev e
e the Tst feenbatore. where o
il was mroduced to abolist
SOS  altogethier and institut
local control AMter much
discussion. 1t was hield over 1o
the next leenlative session witt
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report back m Januany
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Indian Selt-Determimation and
Iducational Retorm  Aer n
February ot this vear. com
mented on the o Johinson
OMalley Act Fhe bill s sinll
pending betore Convress

“Incthe past tew veans
states  Sen Fachson. o
major questions aid - cntcsme
have evolved revardine wdnm
strative pobioy ot BIN
mplementine th Fobinson
OMalley A and the e o
mistse of sich tands by il
local public school distncrs

“lhe  vavueness and amhy

ot the At has resulted in
adimim

UTIRS
varted and mconsistent

strative procedures withim the
Bureau ot Indian Atfairs. the
State education  arencies, and
the local school distniets. The

absence of a clear concse policy
which detines compliance and
programmatic responsihility ot
the distiets e adimim
steniny provrams s
producedu historny o
netticient and mettective pro
erams which have met the
spectal needs ot Tndan cmildien

“The Tawt observes
Jackson
demand trom Tndian people tor
more involvement e the
decisions whach =ettect them hves
and lives ot then chinldren
Presently . there s vreat concern
and
Indian commumties
the misuse and inadequacies of
Johnson-O"Malley programs and
the lack ot Indian participation ™

The  Aliska Federation of
Natives Review  Committee tor
Johnmson-O'Malley tunds i the
State of Alaska came into being
only i June  Clearly. however,
they have already begun to
evidence the concerns of which
Jaclson speaks.

Ihe Department. of
tion must reassess what are the
state’s  responsibihities  under
Constitutional - law. In the
meantime a S4 million dolla
tub torthe complex State
Boarding Home and dormitory
school programs lies on the
table. waiting for somcone to
pick it up.

school
these
lony

not

decagle

“has seen anincreased

the

dissatistaction e local

regardimy

I duca



